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How We’re Organized in Iowa 
Children’s Policy Coalition: 
Over 40 nonpartisan policy and advocacy organizations agreeing to raise 
child policy issues during elections, with candidates and their members 
throughout the state, co-staffed by CFPC and ECM. 

Child and Family Policy Center (CFPC): 
Leading child advocacy organization at the Iowa Capitol, with 25 years 
experience in connecting research and policy to improve child well-being, 
with full-time staffing to promote child policy and work with coalition. 

Every Child Matters Education Fund (ECM): 
Leading national organization working to make children, youth, and 
families a national political priority, with full-time staffing in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, as well as in Washington, D.C. 

 



Iowa Children’s Policy Coalition 
AMP (Achieving Maximum Potential) 
Blank Children’s Hospital 
Braking Traffik 
Central Iowa Service Network Against Human 
Trafficking 
Child and Family Policy Center 
Child Care Resource & Referral of Central Iowa 
Coalition for Family and Children’s Services 
Drake Legal Clinic 
Every Child Counts 
Every Child Matters Education Fund – Iowa Chapter 
Interfaith Alliance of Iowa Action Fund 
Iowa Afterschool Alliance 
Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children 
Iowa Association of Nurse Practitioners 
Iowa Association of School Boards 
Iowa Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
Iowa Citizen Action Network 
Iowa Community Action Association 
Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church 
 
 

Iowa Foster and Adoptive Parents Association 
Iowa Head Start Association 
Iowa Homeless Youth Centers 
Iowa Primary Care Association 
Iowa Public Health Association 
Iowa State Education Association 
Joan & Lyle Middleton Center for Children’s Rights 
Lutheran Services of Iowa 
NAMI of Greater Des Moines 
NAMI IOWA Children’s Mental Health Committee 
Network Against Human Trafficking 
Orchard Place 
Prevent Child Abuse Iowa 
RESULTS 
School Administrators of Iowa 
Save the Children Action Network 
State Public Policy Group 
United Ways of Iowa 
United Way of Central Iowa 
Urban Education Network of Iowa 
Visiting Nurse Services of Iowa 
Youth and Shelter Services 
 

Nonpartisan organizations 
concerned about the future of 
Iowa’s children 
 



National Partners and Contributors 

PARTNERSHIP  
FOR AMERICA’S   CHILDREN 



Why We’re Doing This: To Ensure Child Policy 
is Part of Election Dialogue 

• Children are 24% of the population and 100% 
of society’s future. 

• Voters consistently rate children’s issues at 
the top of their public policy concerns. 

• There is no greater societal responsibility than 
ensuring all children have the opportunity to 
grow into healthy and productive citizens. 

• The next president needs to lead in addressing 
the critical needs of children and America’s 
future. 



Why Promote Child Policy:  
To Eliminate the Current Disconnect 

What Voters Think Elections 
Are About 

What Voters Care About 

The president has a responsibility to ensure the health, 
education, safety and security of America’s children. 



Takeaway→ 
Voters are concerned about what the future holds for  

children and want greater federal investments in them. 

In thinking about the 
future, how confident are 
you that life for our 
children’s generation will 
be better than it has been 
for us? 

When it comes to 
children’s wellbeing – 
including health, 
education and nutrition 
– is it your sense that 
the President and 
Congress need to invest 
more than they do now, 
less than they do now, 
or continue to invest at 
the level they do now? 

What Iowa Voters Say – Select Responses from July 
Survey by Selzer & Company 
 



Takeaway→ 
Voters rate children’s issues as a high priority for the next president. 

For each of these issues facing our country, tell me how important it is for 
the president to address – high priority, medium priority or low priority? 

Percent saying 
high priority 



Takeaway→ 
Voters rate children’s issues as a higher priority than any other issue. 

Which one or two of these are the most important? 

Multiple responses accepted, 
so total may exceed 100%. 



Takeaway→ 
Overall, voters overall want  presidential  

candidates to present platforms on child policies. 

I’m going to mention some things that presidential candidates might talk 
about as major elements of their agenda. Please tell me if this would 
impress you favorably or unfavorably if a candidate made this a major 
element of their agenda. 



Takeaway→ 
Although there is a gender gap, both men and women  

want to hear where presidential candidates stand on child policies. 

I’m going to mention some things that Presidential candidates might 
talk about as major elements of their agenda. Please tell me if this 
would impress you favorably or unfavorably if a candidate made this a 
major element of their agenda. [Favorable percentage only] 



Takeaway→ 
Independents give edge to Democrats,  

but many say equal, neither or not sure.  

In general, which party do you think would do a better job of improving 
the health, education, and well-being of children? [Also can be 
both/neither/not sure] 



Topline Conclusions from Polling  
 Voters are concerned about the future of children and feel 

there are major threats to their wellbeing. 
 
Voters rank these at the top, not the bottom, of their 

concerns. 
 
Voters, across gender, age, education, income, and party 

affiliation, want candidates to address child policy. 
 
Voters will view candidates favorably who present those 

solutions to improving services and supports for children – 
across health, early learning, education, and economic 
security. 



What We’re Doing to Make this Happen  

 Educate voters on national child policy issues 
– Describe the status of children and the role of federal policy in six 

key child policy areas 
– Present information at educational forums, trainings, workshops, 

and meetings 
 

Get presidential candidates to speak to those issues 
– Raise six key policy questions for all candidates to answer 
– Raise these questions at candidate forums and events 

 

Publicize the need for policy attention to kids 
– Encourage media and debate sponsors to cover child policy issues 
– Provide voter survey information to candidates, the media, and the 

public 



The Importance of Child Policy at the 
Federal Level 

 
• 10% of the entire federal budget is devoted to the health, 

safety, education and security of children 

• 35% of all public (federal, state, and school) investments in 
children are provided through the federal budget 

• The federal government, with the states, plays a key role in 
ensuring child health, early learning, school success, child 
safety and family economic stability 

• The federal government has the additional responsibility 
to ensure equality of opportunity across the states 

 



The President’s Needed Leadership 
on Six Core Child Policy Issues 

Child Health 
Early Learning 
School Success 
Safety 
Economic Stability 
Equality and Opportunity 



For each child policy issue: 

• Why does it matter? 

• What is the federal role 
today? 

• What does the public want 
from government? 

• What do presidential 
candidates need to do? 



What actions will your administration take to: 
 

1. HEALTH 
Ensure all children have health coverage and that coverage effectively responds to their 
needs for healthy growth and development? 

2. EARLY LEARNING 
Close the “readiness gap” that appears before kids start school? 

3. SCHOOL SUCCESS 
Ensure the U.S. has a strong primary and secondary education system that meets every 
child’s needs? 

4. SAFETY AND PERMANENCE 
Reduce the number of children subject to abuse and neglect, improve foster care and 
ensure a promising future for those aging out of foster care? 

5. ECONOMIC SECURITY 
Reduce poverty among children and ensure that all children have the resources and 
supports they need to become successful adults? 

6. EQUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY 
Ensure all children have equal opportunities for success and eliminate inequities that 
limit them in achieving their potential? 

The Six Questions to Presidential 
Candidates 



Providing the Context –  Early Learning 
Question 
EARLY LEARNING. Too many American children start school behind and will have 
trouble catching up. Gaps in development start early, but investments do not. 
Through a variety of programs, the federal government plays a much larger role in 
supporting early learning than it does supporting K-12 education.  

Still, with current state and federal 
investments, for every dollar invested in 
a school-aged child, only seven cents is 
invested in an infant or toddler and 25 
cents in a preschooler. Research on brain 
development points to the birth-to-5 
years as absolutely critical to success in 
the school years and adulthood. 
 

Question. What actions will your 
administration take to close the 
“readiness gap” that appears before kids 
start school? 
 

Per-child spending annual public investment 
in education and development by child age 



Providing the Context –  Equality and 
Opportunity Question 
EQUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY. The United States is becoming more diverse, and 
children are leading the way. A land of immigrants, the America has seen diversity 
as a source of strength and innovation in the past, and there continues to be a 
strong inclination toward inclusion and equal opportunity.  

At the same time, there are profound 
disparities in child well-being – across 
measures of health, safety, economic 
security, and school readiness and 
success – across racial and socio-
economic lines that must be addressed 
for America’s future prosperity. 

 
Question. What actions will your 
administration take to ensure that all 
children have equal opportunities for 
success and to eliminate inequities 
that limit them in achieving their 
potential? 
 Half of all young children (0-5) are now 

either Hispanic or of a race other than White 
or both. 

U.S. Population by Age and Race 



CFPC and ECM – Current Activities 
CFPC 
• Seek written responses to questions from presidential candidates 
• Post candidate responses and other information on website with other 

election information (www.itsaboutourkids.org) 

Every Child Matters 
• Conduct Step Up for Kids Events 
• Convene meetings with candidates and participate in candidate and 

other forums 

Joint 
• Staff Children’s Policy Coalition 
• Produce and publicize voter survey 
• Meet with candidates, press, editorial boards, and others 
• Circulate petition to raise children’s issues in Iowa 
 

 

http://www.itsaboutourkids.org/


 
Children and Presidential Candidate Petition 
 
We, the undersigned, ask all Presidential candidates to present 
their agendas and positions for securing America’s future with 
respect to children’s essentials needs for:  health, 
early learning; school success. safety and permanence; 
economic security; and equality and opportunity.  
 
(www.itsaboutourkids.org)   

 
 

     

http://www.itsaboutourkids.org/


What We’re Asking Child Advocates To Do 

• Sign onto (and get others to sign onto) child policy petition 
• Sign up to receive regular updates 
• Attend a local training to learn more about your role in this 

process 
• Attend and participate in Step up for Kids events 
• Attend candidate events and ask child policy questions 
• Write a Letter to the Editor 
• Invite us to talk to your Board of Directors and/or colleagues 
• Help organize your friends and neighbors  



If we can ALL work together 
we can achieve our goal of… 

Getting Children’s 
Issues Elected  
and  
Securing America’s 
Future 
 


	Securing America’s Future:�Children and the 2016 Elections
	How We’re Organized in Iowa
	Iowa Children’s Policy Coalition
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Why Promote Child Policy: �To Eliminate the Current Disconnect
	Takeaway→�Voters are concerned about what the future holds for �children and want greater federal investments in them.
	Takeaway→�Voters rate children’s issues as a high priority for the next president.
	Takeaway→�Voters rate children’s issues as a higher priority than any other issue.
	Takeaway→�Overall, voters overall want  presidential �candidates to present platforms on child policies.
	Takeaway→�Although there is a gender gap, both men and women �want to hear where presidential candidates stand on child policies.
	Takeaway→�Independents give edge to Democrats, �but many say equal, neither or not sure. 
	Topline Conclusions from Polling 
	What We’re Doing to Make this Happen 
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	The Six Questions to Presidential Candidates
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	CFPC and ECM – Current Activities
	�Children and Presidential Candidate Petition��We, the undersigned, ask all Presidential candidates to present their agendas and positions for securing America’s future with respect to children’s essentials needs for:  health,�early learning; school success. safety and permanence; economic security; and equality and opportunity. ��(www.itsaboutourkids.org)  ��
	What We’re Asking Child Advocates To Do
	Slide Number 24

