
 
 

2012 Civic Engagement Grantees Summary of Activities 

Children’s 
Action Alliance 
(CAA) 
(AZ) 

 Developed a  candidate questionnaire that was distributed by mail and e-mail to all of the 181 legislative 
candidates, and posted the responses on their website. 

 Posted a candidate database so constituents whose candidates didn’t complete the questionnaire could contact       
candidate directly. 

 Produced is a guide for human service agencies to invite candidates to tour their facilities and raise awareness 
about issues affecting children and families.  The guide was distributed via e-mail to over 200 organizations 
statewide, and includes a sample letter to candidates and tips on how to format the visit. 

 Hosted a total o f seven legislative candidate forums during the Primary and General Elections. Nearly 250 
people attended the seven forums in total. CAA used these events to “recruit” community organizations, local 
media and direct service organizations to co-sponsor. This allowed them to build broader coalitions with 
various and unlikely organizations in order to weave children and family concerns into other  organizations 
agendas. 

 Hosted meetings with human service agencies to educate about allowable 501(c)(3) activities and the 
importance of being involved in the process. 

 Sent congratulatory letters to all elected with information on the issues and organization and a reminder that 
CAA is a resource on these vital issues.    
 

 
Voices for 
Colorado’s 
Children 

 Produced video, “Kids Ask Questions”, which featured an array of children of different backgrounds and ages asking the 
presidential candidates their most pressing question—from silly to poignant. The video was debuted at a public event 
prior to the presidential debate in Denver and then posted on their website. The video and related advertising caught 
the eyes and ears of many of  their  partners and supporters, highlighted  key issues including health care and education, 
and also drove significant traffic to their  online 2012 Election Center.  

     Developed a toolkit, 2012  Election Action Center on website for advocates to use to reach out to candidates. It includes 
guides for asking questions, the issue sheets and district sheets mentioned above, as well as interactive maps that help 
users find their districts and information on the candidates who were running to represent them. This has been 
incorporated into material on action for 2013 legislative session.  

     Created localized outreach materials for each candidate for the Colorado House of Representatives and Colorado Senate. 
 Each packet included district-specific data on child well-being, as well as fact sheets on child health, K-12 education        

and early childhood development issues in Colorado. Distributed over 400 packets 
 Held meetings with candidates that were identified as potential champions of children’s issues.  Invited candidates to a 

series of KIDS COUNT meetings that took place around the state related to the release of the 2012 KIDS COUNT in 

Colorado! report.    

  
 

http://www.azchildren.org/display.asp?pageId=86&amp;parentId=35
http://www.azchildren.org/display.asp?pageId=86&amp;parentId=35
http://www.azchildren.org/MyFiles/12election/candidate_list_7-19-12.pdf
http://www.coloradokids.org/action/2013_session/presidential_debate_video_2012.html
http://www.coloradokids.org/action/2013_session/outreachtoolkit.html


The Children’s 
Campaign (FL) 

 Created the Candidate Connection section of the organization’s  website, designed as a resource for candidates, 
policymakers, media, and the public on information on children in the state. 

 Developed a candidate database that collected all state and congressional contact information that was used to send 
out “Candidate Connection Letters” to all candidates to educate candidates about the policy needs of children in the 
state.  

 Launched the “Be One of Twenty” campaign, aimed at young voters. This campaign engaged young voters through 
outreach efforts to local community and college campuses, social media and grassroots advocacy. 

 Produced and distributed  The Well Being of Florida’s Children Report, a snapshot of Florida’s children across issues with 
a focus on minority youth. 

 Developed policy handouts on key issues impacting the early years of children, Journey to Great Beginnings. 

Voices for 
Georgia’s 
Children 

 Hosted a 12th Congressional District Child-focused Forum in Augusta GA. Approximately 70 audience members as well as 
media representatives from two local television stations and three newspapers.   A  news clip of the event. 

 Sent questions to candidates for Congress and the  State House and Senate. Followed up with those who were sent    
questions for meetings to discuss issues. Had a return rate of about 10%.  

 Developed Guide to Child Serving State Agencies encompassing 13 agencies. 
   In the process of meeting with newly elected officials. 

 
 
 

Good 
Beginnings 
Alliance (HI) 

 Developed  Be My Voice Hawaii website to elevate the issues of around early childhood education, family strengthening 
and health services, during this election season 

 Weekly e-blasts designed to build public will around pre-school for four-year olds. 

 Building a presence on  Facebook and Twitter. Saw and increase in base supporters.  

 Petition urging candidates to support pre-school 

 Held two rallies at the state capitol 

 Building coalitions and alliances with likely and unlikely partners 

 Used social media to supply language and encourage members to ask questions about key issues at candidates’ forums and 
debates. Three of the five debate included questions from their members.  

 

http://www.iamforkids.org/candidateconnection
http://www.iamforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/TWFC_Final.pdf
http://www.iamforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/TheChildrensCampaign_J2GB_2012.pdf
http://www2.wjbf.com/news/2012/jul/16/georgias-12th-congressional-district-forum-dedicat-ar-4146205/
http://georgiavoices.org/questions-for-congressional-candidates
http://georgiavoices.org/questions-for-state-house-senate-candidates
http://georgiavoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Child-Serving-Agencies-Guide-2012.pdf
http://bemyvoicehawaii.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BeMyVoiceHawaii
https://twitter.com/bemyvoicehawaii
http://bemyvoicehawaii.org/join/4-year-old_petition/


Voices for 
Illinois Children 

 Developed a 2012 Election Advocacy Took kit-This web-based tool kit includes guidelines on hosting a community forum, 
an issue brief on children as priorities, a list of questions for candidates and tips for contacting policy makers. Purpose is 

 to encourage people to engage candidates on these important issues 

 Successful in getting a question on children in the debate for the 11th District Congressional race, can be seen at minute 
9:15 in this video of debate. 

 Hosted a conference call “Putting Children in the Election Spotlight” with 68 participants to introduce tool kit and provide 
information on increasing profile of children’s issues. 

 Hosted three candidate forums throughout the state, with a combined attendance of over 200 people.  

 Developed  Children as Priorities: An issues briefing for voters & candidates in state elections  and sent to  legislative 
candidates.  

 Strengthened relationship with League of Women Voters of Illinois. Provided them with questions about children’s issues 
for the League to use in debates. 
 

Child and 
Family Policy 
Center (IA) 

 In  addition to Securing America’s Future, developed an Iowa-specific page to go along with that document and the first 
of seven policy briefs (on child health) providing more detailed information at both a state and federal level. 

 Prepared a side-by-side comparison of the Iowa Republican and Democratic party platforms to use as the  basis for an 
upcoming forum and as a general educational tool for our Children’s Policy Coalition 

 Hosting forum with party leaders about the party platforms and the future of children in Iowa 

 Met with 5 of the 8 congressional candidates in Iowa to provide with materials and ask them to do four things: (1) 
respond to candidate survey, (2) post a statement about child policy on their websites, (3) agree to include child policy 
issues as a separate part of one of the debates, if that can be negotiated), and (4) participate in a Child Policy forum 
convened by the Children’s Policy Coalition. 

 Placed guest opinions in the Des Moines Register, the Cedar Rapids Gazette, and the Ames Tribune on children’s issues and 

the 2012 election and had part of Voter’s Guide published in the Council Bluffs Nonpareil as a voter service. 

 Created an Iowa electoral education website with candidate responses to questions, as a one-stop shop for election 

information on child policy issues. 

 Participated  in Step Up for Children with five meetings around the state 

 Expanded base of supports by over 200 people who signed up to be involved at various activities 
 

Maine 
Children’s 

 Hosted a “Stakeholder Conference” of more than two dozen allied organizations in the state. The conference helped 
MCA to focus civic engagement efforts. New allies were gained, old coalitions were strengthened and new ones were 

http://www.voices4kids.org/what-you-can-do/2012-election-advocacy-toolkit
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/video?id=8846855
http://www.voices4kids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/2012-Candidate-Briefing-FINAL-September-13.pdf


 
 

Alliance formed leading to a significant new level of advocacy for children in Maine. 
 Released Voter and Candidate Guide, which combines educational information on both state and federal issues, and 

are designed for the public, candidates for U.S. Congress and the Maine Legislature, members, allies, and the media. 

  Hosted Children’s Issue Forums for state level candidates. The goal of these forums was  to provide MCA and allies with 
opportunities to educate both the candidates and the public on the critical issues facing kids in the next legislative 
session.  In addition, the forums notice that children’s issues are of vital importance to Maine’s future, and that a more 
fully engaged advocacy community will be advocating, monitoring, and highlighting actions of the upcoming legislative 
session. 

    Co-sponsored a debate for candidates for the U.S. Senate, four of the five candidates were present. Questions 
were  designed to educate the candidates and gauge their level of support for issues affecting children and 
families. 

 Conducted several education and training sessions for early care activists around the state. 

 Met with more than 40 legislative candidates (nearly all were successful) and engaged more than 200 new supporters 

for our advocacy efforts 

 

 Michigan’s 
Children 

 Created an election advocacy  toolkit 

 
 Created issue briefs for advocates and candidates on policy priorities as well as resources specifically for parents, children 

and young people, candidates, and nonprofits: 
o Securing America's Future: Children and the 2012 Elections 
o Making Children a Priority in the 2012 Elections 

http://www.mekids.org/assets/files/policy/voter_candidateguide.pdf
http://www.michiganschildren.org/VOTE-for-Michigans-Children
http://www.voices.org/take-action/primer-childrens-issues-in-2012/
http://michiganschildren.org/Download-document/727-Making-Children-a-Priority-in-the-2012-Elections-July-2012.html


 
 

 o The Third Grade Reading Benchmark: What It Means for Equity Within the Birth through Third Grade Continuum 
 

 Michigan’s Children also created two Issue briefs that were distributed to each Michigan House of Representatives 
candidate through an election project in partnership with the Center for Michigan and Detroit Public Television. 

o  Fro m  Cradle  to  Career:  Growing   Michigan’s  Wo rkforce  From  t he  Start  
o From Cradle to Career: Providing Paths to Graduation for a Brighter Future 

 Met with Congressional delegation to talk about impact of sequestration on the children of Michigan 

Partnership for 

Children (MO) 

 Developed a toolkit on how to effectively host a candidate forum. 
 Distributed a Child Advocate’s Guide to Electoral Advocacy in trainings of stakeholders throughout the state. 
 Developed candidates questions to share with coalition partners and other stakeholders .  
 Developed multi issues fact sheets on key issues for distribution.  

Children’s 
Alliance of New 
Hampshire 

 Created a election  webpage 
 Hosted NH CAN Gubernatorial Forum on Kids for the six candidates running for the open governor’s seat. The candidates 

gave prepare remarks on children’s issues and then took questions from the facilitator and the audience. 

 The Children’s Alliance developed a briefing on relevant state issues to share with the gubernatorial candidates in 
preparation for the NH CAN Gubernatorial Forum on Kids. 

 The Children’s Alliance worked with Concord TV, a local cable access channel, to produce and broadcast an hour-long 
video program on the New Hampshire Governor’s race. The video is a compilation of speeches given by each candidate at 
the Gubernatorial Forum. The program was submitted to Concord TV and other cable access stations across New 
Hampshire for broadcast beginning in August. Concord TV did broadcast the show between 8/23 and 9/1 in a variety of 
morning and evening time slots. 

 The  New Hampshire Legislative Accountability for Kids 2011-2012 was developed as a tool for the public and NH CAN 
partner organizations to review how legislators voted on NH CAN’s priority issues during the past two years. NH CAN 
partner organizations are also encouraged to share this report with their networks of members, partners and clients. 

 Used Facebook to launch two successful campaigns: One  focused on the defeat of a state ballot initiative CACR 13 

(Constitutional Amendment Concurrent Resolution 13) to prohibit any new tax on personal income and one on how to 

promote issues important to child well-being in the election.  

 

http://www.michiganschildren.org/Download-document/707-Issues-Third-Grade-Reaading-June2012.html
http://www.michiganschildren.org/Download-document/722-Issues-Primer-Early-Ed-2012.html
http://www.michiganschildren.org/Download-document/723-Issues-Primer-Graduation-2012.html
http://www.pfc.org/publications/periodicals/toolkit/candidateforum.pdf
http://www.pfc.org/publications/periodicals/toolkit/PFC_2008ElectoralAdvocacyToolkit.pdf
http://www.childrennh.org/web/Electoral%20Advocacy/elections_home.html
http://www.childrennh.org/web/Electoral%20Advocacy/elections.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eip8DHw5igej_emjGbJDEmbjMiVYkrCB5kr5pBufZAQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eip8DHw5igej_emjGbJDEmbjMiVYkrCB5kr5pBufZAQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eip8DHw5igej_emjGbJDEmbjMiVYkrCB5kr5pBufZAQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eip8DHw5igej_emjGbJDEmbjMiVYkrCB5kr5pBufZAQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eip8DHw5igej_emjGbJDEmbjMiVYkrCB5kr5pBufZAQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1s85QFS_v_CH2r1vVFK5ta0u0y9MXodOM19FcHZT26IU75w_uCrduABKoY5CD/edit


Advocates for 
Children in 
New Jersey 

 The  What About Kids? Campaign was designed to educate and engage New Jersey’s federal candidates, ACNJ’s network of 
 child advocates and the general public through a range of activities to inform and raise awareness about issues and 
 concerns of children and families, and in particular, the importance of investments in early care and education. 

 Four issue briefs that were sent to Congressional and Senatorial candidates on how they would improve these systems 
for children in NJ: 

o Family Economic Success 

o Food assistance 
o Early learning programs 
o Child abuse and neglect 

 Key staff did television segments on the campaign to elevate children’s in the election. NJ’s  Largest paper did an editorial 
that about cost of child care as a campaign issue. These stories can be found here. 

 Questions for constituents to ask candidates 
 List of candidates and how to contact them 

 Developed a curriculum for students in lower grades to help educate them about the importance of voting and civic 
engagement. 

 Sample  letter to editor for constituents to raise these issues. 

http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2285
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2265
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2274
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2263
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2273
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1060&mn=309
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2269
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2277
http://www.acnj.org/main.asp?uri=1003&amp;di=2270


New Mexico 
Voices for 
Children 

 Produced a citizen’s guide called  Vote for Kids! , that highlights critical issues affecting kids and includes specific policy 
positions on those issues.  Guide is being translated to Spanish. Issue areas include: 

o Health care 
o Early care and education 
o Economic security 
o Racial equity 
o Immigration 

 Developing one page handouts from the guide. 
 Dissemination of the guide includes: 

o Website 
o Mail to all candidates and elected officials 
o Given to voters to allies to distribute as a part of their voter education activities. 

 
 During the primary season, informational packets were mailed to all candidates seeking elected office in the state 

Legislature. The packets included: 
 

o A two-page Kids Count fact sheet on children in New Mexico; 
o A one-page fact sheet on the importance of investing in the early years; 
o A two-page fact sheet on fair tax policy and the importance of a balanced approach to budgeting; and 
o Three policy briefs on the Affordable Care Act, one on the importance of Medicaid, one on the economic impact 

of the ACA, and one on the tax revenue impact of the ACA. 
 

As a result of the mailing met with candidates who called and asked for meetings to discuss policy issues. Also secured 
time on the agenda of the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee, the Revenue Stabilization and Tax Policy 
Committee, and the Legislative Education Study Committee, where staff provided expert testimony on health care, 
corporate tax policy, and the importance of early learning. 

 There was an increase in the number of candidates for state legislature that mentioned their support for children’s issues 
in profiles published in media outlets prior to the primary. 

NY State 
Members- 
WCA, SCAA 

 Launched VOTE for KIDS New York campaign. Each organization developed specific pages on their websites (SCAA & 
WCA) to promote the campaign along with their materials and activities. Developed  Facebook page. In partnership with 
The Children’s Agenda in Monroe County. 

 Developed fact sheets on specific issues to share with the public and candidates. Co-branded Securing America’s Future 

 Developed candidate surveys for state and federal races. Candidates will be asked to complete using Survey Monkey 

 Developed  the following advocacy tools and are encouraging partners to use them: 

http://www.nmvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Vote-for-Kids-2012.pdf
http://www.scaany.org/about/VOTEforKIDSNewYork.php
http://www.wca4kids.org/takeaction/vote.html
http://www.facebook.com/%23!/VOTEforKIDSNY
http://www.wca4kids.org/downloads/VFKNY_Candidate_Questionaire.pdf


 
 

 o Advocacy Steps You Can Take (WCA & SCAA) 
o Questions for Voters to Ask at Candidate Forums, Events, or Meetings (WCA & SCAA). 
o A  half page palm card to hand out at various meetings(SCAA) 

 WCA co-sponsored a voter education and advocacy forum in Yonkers focused on motivating adults to participate in 
upcoming elections. The question for voters and Advocacy steps document was distributed to the approximately 100 
participants 

 WCA hosted Speak Out for Youth. Over 150 youth and adults participated. They gathered to identify and prioritize youth 
needs and communicate those needs to candidates and elected officials. Will also be a venue 
to publicize candidate  responses to the questionnaire 

 Candidates reached out to the organizations for information and talking points. 

Voices for 
Ohio’s Children 

 Developed electoral advocacy  toolkit. The overall theme of the toolkit is a how nonprofit organizations can engage in 
electoral advocacy. 

 Produced a small brochure with questions that people can ask candidates at candidate forums. 

 Civic engagement was included as a part of the 12 regional meetings hosted around the state 

 Created an electoral advocacy taskforce to meet with candidates and editorial boards to highlight the needs of Ohio’s 
children and the policy solutions responsive to those needs. 



Children First 
for Oregon 

 Built and released our online “Vote for Kids”  election center. The center allows users to enter their zip code to get 
information and responses from candidates running in their district.  Building expertise in technology driven civic 
engagement 

 Crafted a candidate questionnaire and distributed it, both electronically and by postal mail, to federal, state, and local 
campaign offices. In addition to asking about the candidate’s background, the questionnaire provides background data 
on key issues and how the candidate would improve on these areas including: 

o Children’s health 
o Children’s safety 
o Family stability 
o State revenue 

 Candidates can upload survey responses to the election center in real time 

 Hosted a webinar to share tools and strategies behind election center. Exploring technology based civic engagement 

 Election center invites users to create a  letter to the editor using their zip code to target to their local newspaper. 

 Using social media to remind constituents to ask candidates where they stand on children’s issues. 

Public Citizens 
for Children & 
Youth (PA) 

 Launched Make Kids Matter Campaign . Utilizing website and social media to push out information and highlight 
children’s issues for candidates. 

 Developed a Toolkit, which has materials to help voted raise questions to candidates and a palm card with relevant facts 

http://www.wca4kids.org/downloads/vfk_advocacy_steps.pdf
http://www.wca4kids.org/downloads/vfk_voter_questions.pdf
http://www.vfc-oh.org/cms/resource_library/files/8d287713ea420b11/electoralkit_7_30.pdf
http://www.cffo.org/electioncenter
http://www.cffo.org/electioncenter#toplist
https://secure2.convio.net/cffo/site/LteUser?lte.user=lte_resolve_zip&amp;lte_id=2001
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Children-First-for-Oregon/140620155330
https://www.pccy.org/?page=MakeKidsMatterCampaign__181
https://www.pccy.org/userfiles/file/MakeKidsMatter/MakeKidsMatterToolKit.pdf


 
 

  Also included is a  petition to candidates asking them to pledge to fight for children in the state by 
o supporting health care, 
o Protecting child nutrition programs 
o Expand early learning opportunities 
o Fulfill promise  of high quality education 

 In response to Pennsylvania’s new voter ID law, the tool kit also contains information about forms of ID needed at the 
polling place as well as how to secure a Voter ID card. 

 
 Media hits on campaign included: 

o Participated as a guest on  Marty Moss-Coane’s radio program, “” on WHYY, for the segment “Understanding 
Poverty Today,” May 4th, 2012 

o Placed an oped in the Delaware County Daily Times criticizing the lack of attention to children’s issues by 
candidates in the fall elections (“Nation’s children have gotten lost in campaign shuffle.” Nov. 1, 2012, see: 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2012/11/01/opinion/doc5091eb4181ff5383973058.txt ) 

o Provided background and were quoted in a NewsWorks article on the threat to Head Start (“Philly's Head Start 
programs could be among casualties of going over fiscal cliff,” Oct. 24, 2012, see: 
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/homepage-feature/item/46054-phillys-head-start-programs-could-be-
among-casualties-of-going-over-fiscal-cliff?Itemid=1&linktype=hp_featured) 

o Guests on the WURD 9:00am show “Mid-Morning Mojo with Stephanie Renee,” Oct. 4, 2012 
o Had a letter to the editor published in The Philadelphia Inquirer concerning sequestration’s impact on children 

and the need to end tax cuts for the wealthiest individuals (Sept. 12, 2012, see: http://articles.philly.com/2012-
09-12/news/33790970_1_tax-bills-property-owners-assessments) 

 

South Dakota 
Voices for 
Children 

 Provided advocacy training in 5 target areas to build grassroots advocates. These advocates are trained to attend legislative 
candidate forums and/or coffees, meet with their newly elected legislators, advocate during 2013 legislative session, and 
utilize their social networking connections. Issue focus of training was early care and education. 

 Conducted visits with all congressional candidates to provide information on key children’s issues. 

 Invited all major-party congressional candidates to submit a 200 word statement for publication in Voices’ fall 2012 

newsletter to the following : “As our representative to Congress, how will you work for the well-being of SD children in the 

areas of early care and education, after-school services, health, nutrition and family economic stability?”  

 Partnered with South Dakota Kids Count to create county by county fact sheets on state of children.  

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2012/11/01/opinion/doc5091eb4181ff5383973058.txt
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/homepage-feature/item/46054-phillys-head-start-programs-could-be-among-casualties-of-going-over-fiscal-cliff?Itemid=1&linktype=hp_featured
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/homepage-feature/item/46054-phillys-head-start-programs-could-be-among-casualties-of-going-over-fiscal-cliff?Itemid=1&linktype=hp_featured
http://articles.philly.com/2012-09-12/news/33790970_1_tax-bills-property-owners-assessments
http://articles.philly.com/2012-09-12/news/33790970_1_tax-bills-property-owners-assessments
http://www.sdvoicesforchildren.org/images/pdf/FallWinter2012Newsletter.pdf


Voices for Utah 
Children 

 Added an election center to the website that contains information on who is running for Governor and Congress along 
with their bios. 

 Produced the following materials 

 Candidate briefing book entitled,  Am erica’s  K ids:  O ur  D ecisio ns,  Their  Future  
 2012 Voter Guide 
 Op-Ed on the electoral advocacy campaign, entitled  Investing in Kids 
 KSL-TV, Sunday Edition, included a  segment with Karen Crompton, President and CEO, discussing the campaign our 

efforts: 
 Meetings with congressional and gubernatorial candidates and/or their campaign staff to talk about the need to address 

kids’ issues in their campaign 

 Hosted a Network Event focusing on the electoral advocacy program. 

 Invited to participate in a gubernatorial debate, U.S. Senate debate and one congressional debate, all of which were 

televised. Also invited to submit questions for other forums hosted by non-traditional partners  

 Immediately following the election, sent a letter was to all newly elected federal and state office holders congratulating 

them on their victory and introducing (or re-introducing) them to the  organization.  

 Organizing a new legislator reception at the Utah State Capitol to introduce organization to the new legislators. . 

 

Voices for 
Virginia’s 
Children 

 Electoral advocacy Toolkit on website 
 Created educational materials to use in briefings with candidates, campaign staff and media, including one-pagers and 

briefs on the : 
o  Children’s  budget  

o   ACA with regard to children, 
o Impact of the FARM bill on kids 
o   CCDBG and ESEA reauthorizations. 

 Distributed a petition asking candidates to make children’s issues a priority in their campaigns. 
 Briefed gubernatorial candidates and had them directly address  budget impact on children’s programs during their 

appearance on the popular public radio program, Virginia Insight with  Tom Graham. 

 Staff held briefing with federal candidates on their issues and distributed one pagers and briefs. 

 Media outreach: 
o Op-Ed in a large regional paper highlighting the importance of the Affordable Care Act to children and families. 
o Policy director, Margaret Nimmo Crowe, also regularly contributes to a blog sponsored and published by the 

Richmond Times-Dispatch called “Pundits’ Podium,” 
 

http://www.utahchildren.org/2012election
http://www.utahchildren.org/images/stories/2012-election/Americas_Kids_Our_Decisions_Their_Futures_2012_Elections_update_7-12-12.pdf
http://www.utahchildren.org/images/stories/2012-election/One_Page_Voters_Guide_7-16-12.pdf
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/opinion/54618433-82/utah-kids-data-child.html.csp
http://www.ksl.com/index.php?nid=750&amp;sid=21361779&amp;title=july-22-the-american-dream-read-today-and-an-inspiring-boy-22-the-american-dream-read-today-and-an-inspiring-boy
http://vakids.org/take-action/federal-electoral-advocacy
http://vakids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Sequestration-one-pager.pdf
http://vakids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ACAonepagerfull.pdf
http://vakids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Food-Security.pdf
http://vakids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/CCDBG-one-pager.pdf
http://vakids.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ESEA-reauthorization.pdf


Children’s 
Alliance (WA) 

 Launched a  “ Speak Up  for Kids  During Elect io ns”  page on their website. This page serves as a one-stop resource 
for advocates to connect to civic engagement activities. This resource was sent to all general election candidates via an 
e- mail blast. 

 Placed a question  in the gubernatorial debate on early education 

 Able to get gubernatorial candidates to respond to a question about what policies they would champion for children if they 
were to win.  what they would do for children in Washington, both candiadates responded  

 Developed a  Vote for Kids petition urging candidates to commit to fighting for kids. 
 

 Five questions for candidates which focus on early learning, children’s health, childhood hunger, oral health access and 
revenue. These clear questions give our members an easy tool to take to public events with candidates. 

 Developed four candidate -focused issue briefs on : 
o Child hood hunger 

o Health coverage 
o Dental care 
o Early learning 

 Recruiting people for a Vote for Kids Action Team. Team members commit to taking at least one action this election 
season to help put kids’ issues forward including  attending a candidate’s forum, writing a letter to the editor, or gathering 
signatures.  

 Work on ballot initiatives allowed for organization to expand it’s partners to include unlikely allies.  

Wisconsin 
Council on 
Children and 
Families 

 Developed an Electoral Advocacy page/section –  Elect Candidates for Kids for website. This is a one-stop resource for 
getting involved in Wisconsin. 

 Developed a document also called  “Elect Candidate s fo r  Kids”  as a handout for constituents about key issues 
and suggested questions for candidates. 

 Tips for ways to  “ Raise  your  Vo ice  f or  Kids  Before  and  After  t he  Election”  

 Co-sponsored a US Senate, CD03 and CD07 candidate forum. 

 Able to get the organizers of the last US Senate Debate to ask a question about early care and education.   

 

 

http://www.childrensalliance.org/our-current-work/vote-kids
https://secure3.convio.net/voices/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&amp;page=UserAction&amp;id=110743
http://www.childrensalliance.org/sites/default/files/questions%20for%20candidates.pdf
http://www.childrensalliance.org/resource-center/end-childhood-hunger-hungry-kids-cant-learn
http://www.childrensalliance.org/resource-center/apple-health-kids-no-child-should-go-without-health-care
http://www.childrensalliance.org/resource-center/licensed-dental-practitioners-new-idea-washington%E2%80%99s-unmet-oral-health-needs
http://www.childrensalliance.org/resource-center/early-learning-close-opportunity-gap-it-starts
https://childrensalliance.wufoo.com/forms/vote-for-kids-action-team/
http://www.wccf.org/election_resources.php
http://www.wccf.org/pdf/wccf_electoral_advocacy.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/election_questions_for_candidates.php
http://www.wccf.org/election_questions_for_candidates.php
http://www.wccf.org/electoral_advocacy_tips.php

