
Questions for State Candidates 

Stand Up For Children 

Illinois faces difficult fiscal 

challenges. But even during 

tough times, we must make 

strategic investments in our 

children. However, these 

investments don’t just happen. 

We need to speak up at 

forums, debates and campaign 

events. Candidates need to be 

asked what public investments 

they support to improve 

children’s lives. A simple 

question shows candidates that 

children — even though they 

can’t yet vote — can’t be 

ignored. 

Giving kids a chance to attend preschool is one of the best investments we can make to improve our future.  Preschool helps 
young brains develop fully, ensures kids enter kindergarten ready to learn, and sets them up for a lifetime of success.  
However, cuts to state preschool programs have resulted in 18,000 kids losing access to preschool  from 2009 to 2012. 

Would you be willing to find the resources necessary to restore funding so that more children can attend preschool? 

For our state’s economy to be successful and create good-paying jobs, we must continually invest in our children so that they 
grow up to be healthy, well-educated, and contributing members of society.  But each year, our lawmakers enact ever-deeper 
cuts to investments in children in the name of fiscal responsibility, even though these investments are proven to save money.  

Do you believe we can continue to grow our economy when we continue to cut investments in our children’s future?  

Tens of thousands of Illinois children are the victims of child abuse and neglect each year.  A fundamental responsibility of our 
state government is to protect these children from harm.  However, this year, the General Assembly cut over $80 million to 
the state agency that protects children from abuse and neglect.   

Do you support these cuts? How should we ensure that our system for preventing child abuse is adequately funded?  

Child poverty in Illinois has been increasing dramatically.  Since 2007, the number of Illinois kids living in poverty has increased 
by over 75,000.  Research clearly shows that poverty negatively impacts children’s health and development, harming their 
ability to become productive members of society.  

What responsibility does the state government have to ensure that all  Illinois children have the chance to succeed? 

It has gotten harder and harder for people to make ends meet in this economy.  Few parents have the option to not work and 
stay at home with their children.  Without assistance, too many parents cannot ensure that their children will receive the care 
they need while their parents are at work. 

Do you think the state should help working parents who cannot afford quality child care? 
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Our ability to make strategic investments in our kids is constrained by decisions the General Assembly makes at the very start 
of the budget process. For example, the House allocates funding to different areas of the budget based on prior spending.  
Thus, legislators cannot easily shift around resources to take into account new priorities and increasing needs. 

How would you change Illinois’ budget process so that decisions are made based on actual needs rather than prior history? 

Quality after-school programs have been proven to improve outcomes for youth and reduce future state spending. Illinois’ 
Teen REACH after-school program costs only $700 a year per youth, while juvenile detention costs nearly $72,000 a year — 
over 100 times more. Yet, since 2009, Teen REACH slots have been cut by 11,500. 

What will you do to ensure that Illinois invests in preventing negative outcomes that will cost much more later? 

Illinois has been a leader in ensuring that its children have health insurance coverage.  In 2010, 4.5 percent of Illinois children 
lacked health insurance, compared to 8 percent nationwide.  This progress is largely a result of government programs such as 
All Kids that help cover children in low-income families. 

What will you do to ensure that Illinois does not go backwards in covering kids despite the challenging budget situation? 

Illinois recently increased  the state’s Earned Income Tax Credit, which will allow low-income families to keep more of their 
earnings. Studies have shown that refundable tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit are especially effective at reducing 
poverty and at increasing children’s future earnings as adults. 

Do you support maintaining the expanded Earned Income Tax Credit in Illinois? 
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