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To determine public opinion on a variety of issues facing children and families in Virginia, the 
Every Child Matters Education Fund commissioned Mason-Dixon Polling and Research to 
undertake a telephone survey in Virginia among 625 likely general election voters.  Respondents 
were selected at random and called on cell and landline telephones.  Mason-Dixon conducted the 
survey from June 3 through 8, 2013; the survey has an overall margin of error of ± 3.9 percent.  
The following summarizes key findings from the survey: 

 The race for Governor is a toss up. Both McAuliffe and Cuccinelli receive 44% of 
the vote with 12% undecided. 

 Voters are more familiar with where Ken Cuccinelli stands on afterschool 
programs, preschool, and other issues facing children and families than where 
Terry McAuliffe stands.  Only 40% of voters are familiar with where Terry McAuliffe 
stands on childcare, health care, child abuse, and funding for afterschool and pre-school 
education programs.  Voters are as familiar with where Ken Cuccinelli stands as they are 
with Mark Warner and Tim Kaine stand. Few voters have a strong familiarity with where 
any of the candidates or officeholders stand. 

Familiarity with Where Officeholders Stand on Children’s 
Issues 

 
 

 Voters believe the state is on the right track, but a near majority think children will 
grow up to be worse off than people are now.  Virginia is headed on the right track 
according to 54% of voters.  Despite this positive assessment, just 37% believe today’s 
children will grow up to be better off than people are now.  Nearly half (48%) think they 
will grow up to be worse off. 

 Voters are more concerned about children in Virginia not having adequate 
educational opportunities, health coverage, and protection from abuse than they are 
about state taxes being too high.  54% of voters say they are more concerned that 
children will not have adequate opportunities compared to just 36% who are worried 
more that state taxes will be too high. 
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 Majorities of voters believe that the Virginia government has the wrong 
priorities when it comes to children, believe that government investments in 
children are key to the future of the state, and more focus on children and 
their needs is needed when the new Virginia government convenes next year. 

Agreement	  with	  Statements	  

%	  Agree	   	  

79%	  
Government	  investments	  in	  the	  education,	  health,	  and	  safety	  of	  children	  
are	  necessary	  to	  ensure	  Virginia’s	  long-‐term	  economic	  growth	  

68%	  
Government	  policies	  too	  often	  serve	  the	  interest	  of	  corporations	  and	  the	  
wealthy	  

65%	  
Government	  has	  the	  moral	  responsibility	  to	  provide	  financial	  support	  for	  
the	  poor,	  the	  sick,	  and	  children	  

64%	  
The	  next	  Governor,	  along	  with	  the	  legislature,	  needs	  to	  give	  a	  higher	  
priority	  to	  the	  health,	  education	  and	  well-‐being	  of	  Virginia’s	  children	  and	  
spend	  less	  time	  on	  other	  issues	  

60%	  
Virginia’s	  political	  leaders	  are	  not	  doing	  enough	  to	  ensure	  the	  health,	  
education	  and	  well-‐being	  of	  children	  today	  

	  

 Voters want the next governor and session of the state legislature to provide 
leadership in passing a variety of proposals that would invest in children, including 
expanding preschool opportunities, universal child health coverage, reducing class 
size, reducing child abuse, and improving schools.  Strong majorities of Democrats, 
Independents, and Republicans want leadership in addressing the needs of children. 

Importance	  for	  the	  Next	  Governor	  and	  State	  Legislature	  to	  Provide	  Leadership	  in	  Passing	  
Proposals	  to	  Benefit	  Children	  

Voters	   Dem	   Ind	   GOP	   	  

87	   95	   86	   80	  
Reduce	  child	  hunger	  by	  working	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  children	  in	  poor	  families	  
have	  access	  to	  proper	  nutrition	  

85	   96	   75	   85	  
Increase	  funding	  for	  public	  schools	  to	  reduce	  class	  size	  and	  improve	  the	  
school	  buildings	  and	  other	  infrastructure	  

79	   93	   73	   70	  
Guarantee	  that	  every	  child	  in	  Virginia	  is	  covered	  by	  insurance	  and	  has	  
access	  to	  quality	  health	  care	  

78	   88	   74	   72	  
Expand	  after	  school	  programs	  that	  keep	  kids	  safe,	  inspire	  kids	  to	  learn,	  and	  
provide	  enriching	  activities	  

77	   86	   73	   73	  

Reduce	  child	  abuse	  and	  neglect	  by	  helping	  new	  parents	  connect	  with	  a	  
trained	  mentor	  who	  can	  help	  them	  learn	  the	  basics	  of	  good	  parenting	  and	  
provide	  emotional	  support	  

76	   90	   75	   63	   Help	  working	  parents	  by	  improving	  the	  quality	  and	  accessibility	  of	  childcare	  

71	   88	   66	   58	  
Expand	  pre-‐school	  in	  Virginia	  so	  that	  parents	  who	  want	  their	  children	  to	  
attend	  a	  high-‐quality	  program	  can	  do	  so	  

63	   91	   54	   44	  
Raise	  the	  minimum	  wage	  to	  nine	  dollars	  an	  hour	  and	  index	  it	  to	  inflation	  so	  
working	  families	  get	  out	  of	  poverty	  
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About Mason-Dixon Polling and Research 
Mason-Dixon Polling and Research, Inc., is an independent polling firm that conducts voter surveys 
for news media, lobbyists, interest groups, trade associations, and political action committees. Mason-
Dixon is the nation’s most active state polling organization, conducting copyrighted public opinion 
polls for news media organizations in all 50 states. These media clients include over 250 local 
television affiliates and over 100 daily newspapers.  Since 1983, Mason-Dixon has conducted surveys 
in every state in the country, on almost every public issue, and has tracked every major election and 
referendum. During this time, Mason-Dixon has earned the reputation as one of the most credible and 
accurate independent polling firms in the nation. 


