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Questions for State House and Senate Candidates 
 
Child policy issues often receive little discussion within campaigns and elections – by voters, candidates, 
or the press. In fact, in the course of the numerous presidential party primary debates over the last 12 
months, less than two percent of the questions raised were focused on child policy. 
 
This is not because candidates and the public do not care deeply about these issues. They do. Rather, it 
is because these issues have seldom been ones around which there is disagreement or debate that 
would make them important to the electoral decision-making process. The result of this “benign neglect,” 
however, has been that the pressing needs of children have not been the subject of the public discourse 
needed in a democracy to reach consensus and address them. 
 
Please use these questions in any candidate event in which you participate. That means you can ask 
them in forums, debates, and town hall meetings, and/or on Facebook, Twitter, and email, among other 
places. We have worked hard to make sure that these questions give you tools to engage candidates and 
also give candidates the opportunity to answer honestly and without pressure to answer a certain way. At 
the very least, asking these questions can alert candidates to the significance of children!s issues in the 
political spectrum.  
 
With these questions, we hope to give citizens and moderators the tools to start the conversation about 
children!s issues, which, by some estimates, involve nearly 11 percent of the federal budget and, by all 
estimates, 100 percent of the country!s future. For questions or comments, contact Polly McKinney, 
Voices Advocacy Director (pmckinney@georgiavoices.org).  

 
Early Childhood/Education 

 
Georgia consistently has a waiting list for the Lottery funded Georgia Pre-K Program.  What can the State 
do to ensure that families who want their children to participate in Georgia Pre-K are able to do so? 

 
If Georgia Lottery revenues continue to lag, what are your recommendations regarding the use of those 
funds? 
 
What should government!s role be, if any, in supporting the healthy development and learning needs of 
children from birth through age three? 
 
It is widely accepted that parent involvement in parent conferences, school volunteerism, parent teacher 
organizations, etc. can strengthen a child!s engagement in academics and the likelihood he/she will stay 
in school.  That said, are there policies the State can employ to encourage or facilitate such parental 
engagement?  

Georgia!s high school graduation rate is a mere 67.4 percent.  What, if anything, can the State do in terms 
of wrap-around services to improve the graduation rate? 
 
Georgia students can drop out of school today at age 16, yet at that age, they cannot vote, drink alcohol, 
or enlist in the military.  Should the drop out age be raised? 
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Child Health 
 
What role, if any, should the State play in ensuring quality healthcare for children and youth of all 
incomes?  
 
Georgia ranks second from the bottom in childhood obesity, endangering our children with lifelong chronic 
disease.  What, if anything, can state policy do to address this dilemma? 
 
Unlike other states, school-based health centers are currently not eligible for Medicaid reimbursement in 
Georgia.  Would you support measures to reverse that policy, making such centers eligible?  Why or why 
not? 
 
Researchers, providers, and health plans report that 12-month continuous Medicaid eligibility for children 
can promote more reliable access to preventive, primary, and other needed health care services for 
children, which, in turn, can result in better health outcomes. Would you support legislation enabling 
Georgia, which currently has six-month eligibility, to institute such a policy?  Why or why not? 
 
According to the American Cancer Society, each day, more than 1,100 children under 18 become regular, 
daily smokers. About one third of these children will die prematurely from a smoking-related disease. 
Would you support a $1 increase in the tobacco tax to discourage teen smoking?  Why or why not? 
 

Court-Involved Children 
 
According to the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice, nearly 75 percent of children in Georgia!s 
juvenile jails are non-violent offenders. What, if anything, should the State do to effectively help or 
rehabilitate these children? 

 
Students that have dropped out of high school are three times more likely to be incarcerated than their in-
school peers. What can the State do, if anything, to reduce the flow of students into the “school to prison 
pipeline”? 
 

Poverty 
 

One in four of Georgia!s children live in poverty.  Should the State play a role in breaking the cycle of 
poverty for these families?  Why or why not? 
 
Federal childcare subsidy dollars for grandparents raising grandchildren, mothers going to school, and 
low income working mothers are at an all-time low, leaving caregivers with few alternatives for their 
children!s safety.  What, if anything, can the State do to address this problem?  
 

Miscellaneous 
 

As a result of the Recession, counties have struggled with reduced revenues and increased health and 
social service needs of their populations.  What, if anything, can the State do to better support health and 
social services offered by the counties? 


