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Questions for Congressional Candidates 
 

Child policy issues often receive little discussion within campaigns and elections - by voters, candidates, 
or the press. In fact, in the course of the numerous presidential party primary debates over the last 12 
months, less than two percent of the questions raised were focused on child policy. 
 
This is not because candidates and the public do not care deeply about these issues. They do. Rather, it 
is because these issues have seldom been ones around which there is disagreement or debate that 
would make them important to the electoral decision-making process. The result of this “benign neglect,” 
however, has been that the pressing needs of children have not been the subject of the public discourse 
needed in a democracy to reach consensus and address them. 

 
With these questions, we hope to give citizens and moderators the tools to start conversations with 
candidates about children!s issues, which, by some estimates, involve nearly 11 percent of the federal 
budget and, by all estimates, 100 percent of the country!s future. For questions or comments, contact 
Advocacy Director Polly McKinney at pmckinney@georgiavoices.org. 

 
Early Childhood/Education 

 
What should government!s role be, if any, in supporting the healthy development and learning needs of 
children from birth through age three? 
 
According to the Brookings Institute, fewer than half (48 percent) of poor children are ready for school at 
age five, compared to 75 percent of children from families with moderate and high income. Children with 
higher levels of school readiness at age five are generally more successful in grade school, are less likely 
to drop out of high school, and earn more as adults, even after adjusting for differences in family 
background.  What federal actions, if any, should be taken to close the “readiness gap” that appears 
before kids start school and accounts for so much of student underachievement and school failure?  
 
Where do you stand on the No Child Left Behind reauthorization? 
 
The failure to reauthorize No Child Left Behind has moved the U.S. Department of Education to permit 
states to apply for waivers.  What are your thoughts on that? 
 
While America has been the international leader in education, we now have to compete in a world 
economy where other countries have dramatically improved their education systems and, on some 
measures, exceeded America!s performance. What can the Federal Government do, if anything, to 
ensure America is a world leader in educating its next generation?  
 
Common Core Standards have been approved in 46 states and the District of Columbia.  Should the 
Federal Government require those standards to be adopted to receive federal funds?  Why or why not?   
 

Child Health 
 
What role, if any, should the federal government play in ensuring quality healthcare for children and youth 
of all incomes?  
 
Georgia ranks second from the bottom in childhood obesity, endangering our children with lifelong chronic 
disease.  What, if anything, can Congress do to address this dilemma? 
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Requiring annual renewal, rather than 6-month renewal, of Medicaid enrollment promotes federal and 
state administrative savings and better health outcomes for children. Further, it enjoys strong support 
from the healthcare community including federal and state Medicaid officials. Would you support requiring 
states to implement 12-month eligibility practices?  Why or why not? 
 
Federal funding for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, is often on the chopping block.  In fact, 
loss of TANF dollars caused closure and consolidation of multiple teen health centers across Georgia and 
endangered a program that screens all newborns for developmental disabilities.  What priorities would 
you set around federal funding for TANF? 
 
31 percent of Georgia!s children receive health coverage through Medicaid or the Child Health Insurance 
Program.  While an estimated 10% of Georgia!s children remain uninsured, the rate of child health 
coverage has increased as a result of these programs. What is your position on federal funding for CHIP 
and Medicaid? 
 
There are approximately 1.8 million Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program - also known as food 
stamp or “SNAP” - participants in Georgia, including more than 800,000 children.  The Farm Bill 
reauthorization, which allocates funding for SNAP, is currently working its way through Congress.  What is 
your position on this Bill as it pertains to SNAP? 

 
Court-Involved Children 

 
Each year in the United States, there are approximately 2 million reported cases of child abuse and about 
400,000 children in foster care. The Federal Government provides nearly half of all funding states use for 
child-abuse prevention and treatment, including foster care and subsidized adoptions. Please comment 
on this use of federal dollars and what role you see, if any, for Congress in terms of these children. 
 
What, if anything, can the Federal Government do to lower the rate of incarceration for the country!s 
youth? 
 
Students that have dropped out of high school are three times more likely to be incarcerated than their in-
school peers. What can the Congress do, if anything, to address the flow of students into the “school to 
prison pipeline”? 
 

Poverty 
 
One in four of Georgia!s children live in poverty.  Does the Federal Government have a role in breaking 
the cycle of poverty for these families?  Why or why not? 
 
Cuts to federal domestic spending often trickle down to affect state spending on childcare subsidy dollars 
for grandparents raising grandchildren, mothers going to school, and low-income working mothers, 
leaving caregivers with few alternatives for their children!s safety.  What is your position on Congress! role 
in childcare for these populations? 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, approximately 34 percent of children in the U.S. live in single parent 
households.  How should the Federal Government respond, if at all, to the growth of single parenting and 
its implications for children!s nurturing and development? 


