
Child  Policy  Posi ons  and  Planks  in  the  2012  
Iowa  Republican  and  Democra c  Party  Pla orms

Party  pla orms  are  developed  by  volunteers  from  across  the  
state  to  establish  a  vision  for  the  future.  They  seek  to  cover  
the  range  of  policy  issues  which  lawmakers  at  the  federal,  

state  and  local  levels  will  be  called  upon  to  address.  

While  individual  poli cal  campaigns  may  be  decided  around  
candidate  qualifica ons,  prior  records  and  experience,  or  
par cular  issues  specific  to  a  certain  poli cal  race,  party  pla orms  
are  solely  about  public  policy  direc ons—across  the  spectrum  
of  issues  that  elected  office  holders  must  address.  At  their  best,  
elec ons  help  establish  a  future  policy  direc on  for  society.  Party  
pla orms  play  a  key  role  in  presen ng  such  policy  direc ons  for  
public  electoral  dialogue  and  debate.

This  document  provides  a  side-‐by-‐side  comparison  of  the  policy  
statements  and  planks  within  the  Iowa  Republican  and  Democra c  
party  pla orms  on  child  and  family  issues—health  coverage  and  

child  health,  early  childhood  educa on,  child  safety  and  
protec on,  family  economic  security,  child  and  family  rights  
and  responsibili es,  primary  and  secondary  educa on  and  
higher  educa on.  The  actual  statements  come  directly  from  
the  party  pla orms  and  are  not  edited.  They  are,  however,  
organized  under  the  above  categories  for  ease  in  review.  

The  pla orms  include  posi ons  on  many  more  issues  
than  those  related  to  children  and  families,  and  voters  are  
encouraged  to  review  the  pla orms  in  their  en rety.  Too  o en,  
child  and  family  policy  issues  do  not  become  “top-‐ er”  issues  
in  campaigns  and  elec ons,  although  voters  and  candidates  
care  deeply  about  them.

This  document  was  shared  with  both  poli cal  par es  for  their  
review  prior  to  its  publica on.  

This  document  is  provided  as  a  public  service  by  the  Children’s  Policy  Coali on  to  raise  child  
and  family  policy  issues  to  the  prominence  they  deserve.  The  coali on  of  30  Iowa  organiza ons  
is  staffed  by  Every  Child  Counts,  the  advocacy  arm  of  the  Child  and  Family  Policy  Center.  
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This document was developed as a public service for the  Children’s  Policy  Coalition  to  raise  child  and  family  policy  issues  to  the  prominence  they  
deserve. The coalition of over 30 Iowa organizations is staffed by Every Child Counts, the advocacy arm of the Child and Family Policy Center, which 

produced this document.  

 

Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Health Care Coverage and Child Health 
Health Coverage and Care: General Including Children 

 We oppose nationalized Healthcare and support the repeal of the Affordable 
Health Care Act (Obamacare). 

 Healthcare, as any other service, is best provided by the free market, 
achieving greater quality and efficiency with more diversity of choice.  

 We believe that health care is a privilege, not a right, and support decreasing 
the role of government in health care. Additionally, we call for nullification 
and interposition by state and county officials and law enforcement in 
regards to the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). 

 (Continued on page 8) 

 We support Obamacare, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA)  

 We support universal, single-payer, accessible health care, including 
dental, vision, hearing, non-traditional, long term care, and wellness and 
prevention efforts. 

 (Continued on page 8) 
 

Child Health Care: Specific 

 We believe that eligibility for HAWK-I should be reduced from 3 times 
poverty level to the poverty level. 

 We support the elimination of the Healthy Kids Act. 

 We support full funding for Healthy and Well Kids of Iowa (Hawk-i)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Early Childhood  
Early Childhood Education 

 We oppose compulsory preschool. 
 We oppose a federal or state-run child-care system. 

 We support increased funding for subsidized childcare 
 We support funding for Early Childhood Development Programs and food 

programs for low income children 
 We support funding to at least their previous highest inflation-adjusted 

levels: 
o Universal preschool 
o Head start 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Child Protection and Safety  
Juvenile Justice, Child Welfare, and Bullying 

  We believe individuals, including juveniles, should be required to make 
restitution for their crimes 

 We support efforts to improve the juvenile justice system. We urge greater 
parental involvement and more severe consequences for convicted juvenile 
offenders and adults who condone or facilitate juvenile criminal acts. 

  We  oppose  the  “School  Anti-Bullying and Anti-Harassment  Act”  of  2007.  We  
assert that it is the individual school’s  responsibility  to  police  these  matters,  
not  the  state’s.  We  also  assert  that  students  have  the  right  and  responsibility  
to stand up for themselves. 

 We strongly oppose human trafficking. We urge law enforcement at all 
levels, other governmental agencies, non-profit organizations, and citizens to 
be more vigilant in the prevention, identification, and prosecution of human 
trafficking activity. 

 We oppose juvenile life sentences 
 We support fully-funded group care facilities including children and 

domestic violence shelters and shelters for the homeless with the 
transition facilities to help them move into homes 

 We support grandparent or kinship stipends equal to that received by 
foster parents 

 We support supporting foster children through the age of 21 
 We support the Protect Our Kids Act. 
 We support a national child abuser database 
 We support investigation of all complaints by mandatory abuse reporters 
 We support anti-bullying legislation 

 

Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Family Economic Security and Public Assistance  
 

 We believe that the purpose of taxation is to fund the constitutionally 
mandatory  functions  of  government,  not  to  “redistribute  the  wealth,”  or  to  
fund ever-increasing social programs 

 We support faith-based, non-government organizations (NGOs), providing 
individuals more efficient and effective access to social services 

 We believe that welfare subsidies should be both temporary and limited in 
scope 

 We call for requiring food stamp recipients to present a government issued 
photo ID at the point of redemption 

 We support a mandate for drug testing all people on public assistance 
 We oppose refundable tax credits 

 We support enacting living wage standard. 
 We support public assistance recipients NOT penalized for working while 

receiving benefits 
 We support the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) 
 We support: progressive and equitable taxation 
 We support Increased Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
 We support aid, including nutrition, for students who need additional 

assistance. 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Family Rights and Responsibilities 
Same-Sex and Adoption Rights 

 We favor improving, strengthening, and simplifying the adoption process. 
 We oppose adoption by homosexual individuals and couples. 
 We support non-familial adoption by heterosexual married couples 

consisting of one man and one woman, and believe that no law should 
infringe on faith-based adoptive service agencies that offer their services in 
accordance with their beliefs. 

 We support fully non-discriminatory parenting and adoption rights 
including LGBT 

 We support passage by Congress of the Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) fully restored to include Native American and Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) victims 

 
 

Families and Marriage 
 We believe that the traditional family is the building block to a moral, 

healthy, and thriving society 
 We support federal and state constitutional amendments, voted on by the 

citizens, which define marriage as only between one natural man and one 
natural woman. 

 We  oppose  civil  unions  and  the  legalization  of  “same-sex  marriage”  in  Iowa  
and  assert  that  Iowa  should  refuse  to  recognize  “same-sex  marriages”  
formed in other states. 

 We support the current Iowa code Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and 
strongly oppose the Iowa Supreme Court OPINION in the case of Varnum vs. 
Brien (2009) being taken as rule of law overriding the DOMA law currently on 
the books. 

 (Continued page 9) 

 We support families in their pursuit of well-being. We support them in 
their desire to become healthy, educated, and contributing citizens. We 
support the freedom to plan their family. 

 We support marriage equality, recognizing marriage as a civil right 
 We support Respect for Marriage Act (RFMA) 
 We support listing same-sex parents on vital records 
 We support recognition of same sex marriages in the armed forces, 

allowing the spouse notification of injury or death, visitation, beneficiary 
or soldier and benefits 

 We  support  the  Iowa  Supreme  Court’s  decision:  Varnum  v.  Brien. 
 We oppose constitutional amendments restriction marriage 
 We oppose Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) 
 

Divorce and Custody 
 We believe the father of a child, born or unborn, has the same rights and 

responsibilities as the mother in all matters regarding the child, except in the 
case of rape or incest 

 We believe no-fault divorce laws should be revised and believe there should 
be good cause to get a divorce. 

 We support fair enforcement of child support from noncustodial parents 
 

Rights of Immigrant Children and Dependents 
 We demand an end to the practice of allowing any state university to offer 

in-state tuition or scholarships to illegal aliens. 
 We believe that bequeathing citizenship to babies born to illegal aliens in the 

United States is a misinterpretation of the 14th amendment. Illegal aliens are 
not citizens of the United States and have a committed a criminal act by 
entering illegally 

 We support Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors 
(DREAM) Act 

 We support Uniting American Families Act (UAFA) 
 We support increased priority for family reunification 
 We oppose separating families 
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Parental and Child  Rights 
 We demand an end to all government programs that interfere with the 

natural rights of parents to nurture, support, love, and appropriately 
discipline their children—whether such programs are local, state, or federal. 

 We oppose ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, which interferes with parental rights to direct the upbringing and 
education of their children. 

 We support a parental rights amendment to the United States Constitution 
affirming that parents have the right to direct the upbringing and education 
of their children. 

 (Continued page 9) 

 We support ratification and complete participation in Convention on the 
Rights of Children. 

Family Planning/ Abortion/ Right to Life 
 We believe in the sacred gift of life from conception to natural death. On day 

one  a  baby’s  genetic  code  and  DNA  are  formed.  That  is  the  beginning  of  life.  
We affirm that the unborn child is a living human being, with rights separate 
from those of its mother regardless of gestational age or dependency. We 
advocate that the State of Iowa pass laws protecting all life from the moment 
of conception to non-intervened natural death, excluding acts of capital 
punishment. 

 We oppose the use of public revenues for abortion, and call for elimination 
of government funding for all organizations, such as Planned Parenthood, 
which advocate or support abortion 

 We  believe  in  “conscience-clause”  legislation  so  that  no  physician,  
pharmacist, or other health care provider can be penalized for refusing to 
prescribe, dispense, or participate in the procurement of abortion or 
anything contrary to the conscience of the health care provider. 

 We support legislation requiring a parent or legal  guardian’s  consent  before  
an abortion or any reproductive surgery is performed on a minor child. 

 We support agencies that do not refer for or perform abortions and 
encourage  “Positive  Alternatives,”  for  pregnancy  counseling.  We  support  
adoption and aid to unwed mothers during pregnancy. All funding must 
come from the private sector. 

 (Continued page 9) 

 We support the right of women to make their own healthcare decisions 
including reproductive choices, and affordable contraceptives for all 
persons 

 We support safeguarding doctors, clinics, and clients from domestic 
terrorism 

 We support increased funding for Planned Parenthood 
 We support requiring pharmacists to fill pregnancy-related prescriptions 
 We support emergency contraceptive access without parental consent 

with appropriate follow-up counseling 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Primary and Secondary Education  
Role and Responsibility for Education of Children (K-12) 

 The free market, achieving greater quality and efficiency with more diversity 
of choice, best provides education, as any service. We demand that 
education be returned to a purely free market system. 

 We call for the elimination of the Federal Dept. of Education 
 We support downsizing the Iowa Dept. of Education. We believe that control 

of education should be left to the parents, teachers, and local school boards. 
 We call for Legislative Action to strip the Iowa Department of Education of 

any power to regulate private schools, parochial schools, and families that 
engage in home schooling. 

 We call for local control of government schools. Parents must have oversight 
of the educational process including school curricula, discipline, and grading 
systems 

 We support parents, students, and educators to make education a top 
priority. We support them in their quest to achieve high standards. We 
support free and open access to knowledge and information. We oppose 
efforts to distort science or health education 

 We  support  President  Obama’s  education  mission 
 We support public-private partnerships to enhance community and 

parent involvement 
 We support state standards with local control of curriculum 
 We support flexible individual learning plans to enhance student success 
 We support addressing disparities in the academic achievement gap, 

proficiency levels and low graduation rates of minority students, with 
particular emphasis on African  American students 

General Laws Governing Education 
 We oppose compulsory attendance laws. 
 We oppose mandatory year-round school. 
 We believe that, where there are efficiencies to be realized through school-

district consolidation, the decision to consolidate should be solely that of the 
residents of the districts involved. 

 We believe the education laws should be revised to eliminate reporting 
requirements imposed on home schooling families. 

 (Continued page 10) 

 We support local districts establishing their school calendars within 
state-approved number of hours 

 We support requiring a simple majority to pass educational bond issues 

Educational Content, Curriculum and Instruction 
 We support the teaching of the documents and beliefs of our Founding 

Fathers, with emphasis on patriotism, citizenship, responsibility, respect for 
our  country  and  its  symbols,  and  pride  in  the  United  States’  unique  
contributions to liberty and freedom, and U.S. history, including its religious 
heritage.  We  call  for  the  teaching  of  documents  such  as:  “The  Mayflower  
Compact”,  “The  Declaration  of  Independence”,  “The  U.  S.  Constitution”,  “The  
Federalist  Papers”,  and  the  Iowa  Constitution among other items that share 
the ideas of the Founding Fathers. 

 We support the teaching of phonetic reading. 
 We support the continuation of local school district talented and gifted 

programs. 

 We support strong, well-rounded education programs for music, fine 
arts, physical education, vocational training, media education, Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), and elementary and 
secondary foreign language 

 We support academic technology integration in Iowa Public Schools 
 We support encouraging character building 
 We support curricula like those in leading Trends in International 

Mathematics and Science Studies (TIMSS) countries  
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 We support a balanced presentation of creationism and evolution in public 
schools. We believe that textbooks and teachers should clarify that 
Darwinian evolution is only a theory and not scientific fact. We recommend 
that tax-funded school libraries include intelligent design and creationism 
materials on their bookshelves. 

 We support displaying the American flag and the Iowa flag along with the 
daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in its entirety in schools and 
classrooms. 

Diversity and English Language Learners 
 We oppose racial preference in open-enrollment rules in Iowa government 

schools. 
 We believe educators at all levels shall have comprehensive communication 

skills in American English. We uphold the American tradition that all 
immigrants and resident foreign workers learn our common language. We 
support education programs for adults and children that help to achieve that 
goal. 

 We oppose teaching so-called  “multiculturalism.” 
 We oppose the teaching of homosexual behavior as a normal or acceptable 

lifestyle in our government schools. 
 We believe that sexual orientation should not be allowed to be a basis for 

school clubs, such as the Gay Straight Alliance, at any level of the 
government school system. 

 We support adequately funding instruction for special education, 
Talented and Gifted (TAG), English Language Learners (ELL) and 
instruction in multicultural, racial, ethnic, and religious diversity issues 

 

Religion in School 
 We strongly support voluntary student-initiated prayer in school without 

governmental interference. 
 We affirm the First Amendment right of students and teachers to freely 

express religion in schools. 
 We believe that Judeo-Christian values and Scripture should not be excluded 

from government schools. 
 (Continued on page 10) 

 

Sex Education in School 
 We believe the state should prohibit school-based health clinics and external 

organizations from providing or recommending abortion or birth-control 
services or referrals, including the distribution of condoms. 

 We believe that sex education should not be taught as a mandatory course in 
public schools. The teaching of sex education in any form, at any grade level, 
to any student shall be with written parental consent only. When taught, sex 
education should stress abstinence outside of marriage as the surest way to 

 We support comprehensive, fact-based, age appropriate, relevant 
reproductive health education  

 We support developmentally appropriate and accurate sex education 
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prevent pregnancy, the spread of sexually transmitted diseases, and 
associated psychological problems. 

Standards/No Child Left Behind/ Testing and Assessment 
 We call for the repeal of No Child Left Behind. 
 We call for Legislative Action to strip the Iowa Department of Education of 

any power to regulate private schools, parochial schools, and families that 
engage in home schooling. 

 We  oppose  ‘social  promotion’  of  students  that  are  not proficient. 
 

 We support overhauling No Child Left Behind (NCLB) including: 
 Accurately identifying and supporting struggling schools and 

students 
 High quality teacher training in all academic disciplines and using 

multiple methods to evaluate prospective teachers 
 Consulting  local  educators  in  reform  of  Iowa’s  educational  system 
 Top quality continuous professional development for educators, 

including mentoring 
 We support using multiple fair measures to assess student, teacher, and 

school performance 
Education Finance and Taxation 

 We support the idea of choice and competition through educational 
vouchers and/or tuition tax exemptions to assist parents as they exercise 
their  right  of  choosing  government,  private,  alternate,  or  “home  schooling”  
educational programs for children. 

 

 We support funding at least to their previous highest inflation adjusted 
level: 
--  After school, K-12, school to work programs 
 --Area Education Agencies (AEAs) 

 We support increased funding for before/after school programs  
 We support equalizing tax burden and opportunity among school 

districts 
 We oppose any voucher system or tax credit using public funds for 

private schools 
 We support competitive professional salaries for full-time and adjunct 

educators and living wages for support staff, Para-educators and 
substitute teachers 

 (Continued on page 10) 
Teachers and School Personnel 

 We call for the elimination of tenure in all government schools, including 
colleges and universities. 

 We oppose the establishment of a national school board and national 
certification for teachers. 

 We support fast-track teacher certification to allow competent professionals 
to teach in our schools. 

 We support a statute establishing professional rights for licensed 
educators 

 We support requiring all teacher preparation programs to hold national 
professional accreditation 

 We support reestablishing librarians, nurses, and guidance counselors to 
mandatory status 

 We support low student/teacher ratios 
 We oppose tying teacher pay and evaluation to student standardized 

tests 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

Higher Education  
 

 We support skilled-trade education through our community colleges to 
reduce the shortage of skilled labor. 

 We  oppose  the  lowering  of  universities’  entrance  requirements. 
 We demand the immediate elimination of tuition set-asides  at  Iowa  Regents’  

institutions and that the savings in the first year be divided evenly between 
lowering tuition and reducing State support. 

 We call for the repeal of the nationalization of the student-loan industry. 
 We support the enactment of state legislation that requires college students 

or Iowans working out of state to vote in the state or precinct where they file 
tax returns or are claimed as a legal dependent for income tax purposes. 

 We support funding at least to their highest inflation-adjusted levels: 
-- Regents Institutions 
-- community colleges 

 We support strong regulation of higher education, including for-profit 
education, emphasizing: accreditation, credit transferability, cost control, 
and disclosure 

 We support increasing higher education access with low loan interest 
rates, a refundable college opportunity tax credit, aid to reduce tuition, 
and Pell Grants 

 (Continued page 10) 
 

ADDITIONAL PARTY PLANKS TO THOSE PRESENTED ABOVE:  

Health Coverage and Care: General Including Children  –  Republican Party Platform 

 We recognize the freedom of individuals to determine the level of health insurance they want, the level of health care they want, the providers they want, the 
medicines and treatments they will use, and all other aspects of their medical care. We demand the immediate elimination of any legislation that would impede 
an individual from making his or her own health-care decisions. 

 We believe, with the imminent bankruptcy of Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security, Republicans should taken the lead in replacing these programs, over time, 
with private solutions. 

 We favor private-sector health-care plans such as health-care-savings accounts. 

 We support allowing patients and health care-providers to make health-care decisions and plans without interference from the government. 

 We support making the tax breaks currently provided to businesses for health insurance being made available to all citizens, including non-corporate entities. 
Health insurance premium expenditures should be tax deductible both at the state and federal level. We support the expansion of the use of Health Care 
Spending Accounts as a means of making the costs of healthcare more affordable to all Americans. 

 We support repeal of the McCarran-Ferguson Act to allow interstate competition and health insurance portability. 

 We support the right of Iowa families to choose when, where, and how, and with whom (midwife) they give birth. 

 We believe health-care providers should be able to offer reduced billing rates to the poor, uninsured, or under-insured  without  facing  sanctions  for  “billing  fraud”  
from insurance companies or the government. 

 We demand an end to the legal monopoly enjoyed by allopathic medicine and demand a level playing field for every legitimate health-care modality 

 We call for the repeal of the national health-care database. 
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Health Coverage and Care: General Including Children – Democratic Party Platform 

 We support  reimbursement rates for providers through Medicare/Medicaid equal to Usual Customary Rates (UCR) 

 We support licensure of Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) 

 We support nondiscriminatory treatment of individuals with mental health disorders, developmental disabilities and brain disorders 

 We support sufficient funding for Community Mental Health Centers (CMHC) 

 We support sufficiently funded, statewide, regionally managed mental health and disability system, with equal representation for rural counties, with staff 
trained to understand cultural differences 

 We support accommodations for women who express milk during working hours or nurse their babies away from the home (not restrooms) 

 We support providing organic, nutritious, locally produced foods in schools 

Families and Marriage – Republican Party Platform 

 We the people of Iowa demand Terry Branstad use his executive power as the Governor of Iowa, to stay any and put on hold any same sex marriages already 
sanctioned until the Legislature acts. 

 We believe Iowa and federal legislators should uphold their legislative duties to impeach and remove judges who are not upholding their respective 
Constitutions. We demand that the Iowa Legislature take action to impeach, and to remove from office, judges for legislating from the bench bypassing the Iowa 
Constitution as in  the  recent  creation  of  a  “so-called  right  to  homosexual  marriage.” 

Parental and Child Rights – Republican Party Platform 

 We  oppose  the  “U.N.  Treaty  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child.” 
 We believe that parents have the right to know what media is being used by their children at government schools and libraries. 
  We support legislation requiring consent by a parent or legal guardian before a minor receives any non-emergency medically-related procedures. The parental 

consent should require proof of identity of the parent in order to protect the child from continued abuse by sexual predators pretending to be the parent. 
 We believe parents should have the right to decide which immunizations or vaccinations their child receives and when they should receive them. We call for the 

Iowa Department of Health to recognize a philosophical exemption to vaccines for the purpose of public school attendance. 
 Parents and guardians have the right to opt out their child from health and wellness screenings and assessments, tests, or surveys not specific to core academic 

areas. 
 We  support  the  right  of  parents  and/or  guardians  to  teach  driver’s  education  to  their  children  without  the  need  to  complete  commercial or government school 

driver’s  education  classes. 

Family Planning, Abortion, Right to Life –  Republican Party Platform 

 We support a ban of RU-486 (morning after pill) and all abortion-inducing drugs. 

 We advocate the appointment of judges who respect the sanctity of life and who understand their limited role in government. 
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 We support  a  personhood  amendment  to  the  US  Constitution  that  states,  “Personhood  and  life  begins  at  Conception”  and  that  no  person  shall be deprived of 
life, liberty, and property, according to the 14th amendment with-out due Process of Law and shall hold all officials accountable to enforce it. 

 We  support  an  Iowa  “Woman’s  Right  to  Know  Law”  requiring  informed  consent  — including a three day waiting period with a mandatory ultrasound — before 
any  elective  abortion  services  may  be  provided.  “Informed  Consent”  means that abortionists must offer to the pregnant woman, prior to the abortion, complete 
factual information about the complications of abortion, the biological development of the unborn, fetal pain, and the availability of alternatives to abortion. 

 We call for confidential statistical reporting of abortion procedures to the State Health Department by all doctors and health facilities performing abortions. 

 Facilities performing abortions should be subject to the same health and safety standards as hospitals. 

 We call  for  the  end  of  “tele-med”  abortions. 

 We support legislation that would prohibit organizations, such as Planned Parenthood, from entering public school facilities for the purpose of promoting 
abortion. 

 We call for banning partial birth abortions. 

 We object to abortion funding being included in health-care legislation 

General Laws Governing Education – Republican Party Platform 

 We support the coordinating of submission dates of budgets, so that school, city, and county budgets have the same dates 

 We oppose state imposition of one superintendent and one school district per county. 

 We support a requirement that school board elections be held on the same date as general elections. 

Religion in the Schools -- Republican Party Platform 

 We support the free-speech right of students to write and speak about God and religion in government schools. 

 We support the establishment by schools of a no-activities night on Wednesdays and a no-activities day on Sundays. 

Education Finance and Taxation – Democratic Party Platform 

 We support increasing funding for before/after school programs 

 We support exempting previously approved budgets from across-the-board cuts 

 We support increasing funding of public libraries including access to eBook and information technology 
 We support increased tax deductions for teaching materials by public school teachers 
 We support access and funding to instruction in literacy and math for alternative schools, high school drop outs, the unemployed, new immigrants and prisoners 
 We oppose  mid-year reductions of state and federal financial aid to schools 
 
Higher Education – Democratic Party Platform 
 
 We support extending deferral of student loans to one year post graduation 
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 We support subsidizing loan forgiveness programs for community service 

 We support increasing funding for TRIO programs 

 We support repealing the Solomon Amendment 

 We support expanded college tuition/student loan interest tax credits 

 

 

Both the Republican and Democratic Party Platforms are 
available through their respective party websites. All 
statements and specific planks related to children and families 
are included here without editing; they have been rearranged 
under headings to provide ease in comparison. This document 
was shared with leaders in both parties for their review prior 
to publication. 
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