
 

Dental provider Stephanie Wood (center) 
brings oral health care to Native Alaskan 

communities. Wood is a Dental Health Aide 
Therapist: a provider that can serve as a model 
for Washington’s Licensed Dental Practitioner 
to meet the need for timely, preventive care.  

 

Licensed Dental Practitioners 
A new idea for Washington’s unmet oral health needs 

 

What 

lawmakers 

can do: 

Pass legislation 

that introduces 

Licensed Dental 

Practitioners to 

Washington’s oral 

health care team.  

 

Dental disease is the most common disease Washington’s 

children face. Six in 10 third-graders have some form of tooth 

decay. Lack of timely oral health care can cause pain that limits 

kids’ ability to learn, eat, and be healthy for their entire lives. 

Our state’s dental care system doesn’t serve all kids 

consistently. Four out of 10 Washington children count on an 

affordable, comprehensive health plan, Apple Health for Kids, 

that includes dental coverage. Yet too many children still can’t 

access dental care. 

A small number of dentists across the state serve children 

covered by Apple Health for Kids. Low-income families in 

particular face financial and transportation barriers. And 

culturally appropriate care for Washington’s diverse families 

can be hard to find. 

 

As a result, too many children are living with pain caused by a 

lack of timely oral health treatment. Low-income children are 44 

percent more likely to have experienced tooth decay by third 

grade than middle- or high-income children. Children of color 

are 18 percent more likely to be coping with tooth decay by the 

same age than other kids. Some children wait months to get 

treatment while their homework and health suffer.   

 

In response, Washington lawmakers are considering efforts to 

modernize the dental workforce by introducing a new kind of 

oral health care provider – a Licensed Dental Practitioner 

(LDP).  

Like physician assistants or nurse practitioners, LDPs will work 

as part of the dental team under the direction of a supervising 

dentist to take care into communities that haven’t had 

treatment in far too long.  

Similar practitioners around the world successfully extend safe, 

cost-effective, and competent care to children and families. 

Already at work in Alaska and Minnesota, LDPs can 

systematically improve access to care across Washington too.  
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