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America’s Kids: 
Our Decisions, 
Their Future

Kissing babies is part of the old cliche of political campaigning and 
candidates often stump on a message of “a better future for our 
children.” But how serious are the candidates about child issues, 
like health, economic security and safety? 

Utahns, like all Americans, are deeply concerned about our 
children and their future, particularly in the aftermath of the Great 
Recession. Although families are largely responsible for equipping 
children with the skills they need to be successful adults, govern-
ment also plays a role in ensuring the health, safety, education, 
security and opportunity for the next generation. For this reason, 
it is increasingly important for candidates to discuss child policy 
issues, an area often overlooked in campaigns and elections.

Here’s What You Can Do. . .
• Learn about child-policy issues and how they affect children 
• Learn what candidates are saying on child-policy issues and  
 consider these issues when voting.
• Discuss children’s issues with co-workers and relatives when  
 talking “politics” and indicate the importance of them.
• Contact candidates to express personal views on child issues.
• Write letters to the editor, attend candidate forums, and 
 participate in political events as a voter 
• Consider what candidates say and do on child policy issues in  
 deciding how to vote.
• After the election, track the performance of the winning 
 candidates and any child-related pledges they made during  
 the campaign. 

Let’s make sure candidates say where they stand on children’s 
healthy development.

Questions for the Candidates

Kids and the 2012 Election
This Voter Guide is part of Voices for Utah Children’s electoral 
advocacy campaign – America’s Kids: Our Decisions, Their Future. 
During the summer, we will be meeting with reporters, editorial 
boards, and candidates for federal office to brief them on key child 
issues and what they mean to children in Utah. We will urge the 
media to ask questions about children’s issues and candidates to 
present children’s issues as part of their campaigns. 

Child care costs consume up to 15 percent of a typical  
family’s income. Would you support or oppose an amendment 
protecting child care from budget cuts?

In 2010, 22 percent of children lived in poverty nationally; 
16 percent of Utah children lived in poverty. This number is 
expected to continue to rise in the wake of the recession. 
Should the United States and Utah make a national commit-
ment to eliminate child poverty within a generation, as has the 
United Kingdom? 

The Child Tax Credit lifts more than one million U.S. kids 
out of poverty every year. Should Congress ensure that any 
changes to the Child Tax Credit do not result in the credit’s 
denial to any eligible child? 

In Utah, nearly 1 in 4 children receive nutritional assistance 
through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP). With this staggering number of children living in 
families affected by hunger, would you support or oppose an 
amendment protecting child nutrition from budget cuts?

The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and 
Medicaid protected children from becoming uninsured 
during the recession. In Utah, about 200,000 children receive 
health care through these programs. Should Congress 
support or reject a budget plan that cuts CHIP and Medicaid, 
resulting in more kids without health insurance?

U.S. students rank 25th among 34 countries on a math test 
and scored in the middle in science and reading, raising 
concerns that the U.S. isn’t prepared to succeed in the global 
economy. What actions should be taken to ensure America is a 
world leader in educating our next generation?

The U.S. House of Representatives’ budget plan would 
eliminate a grant program that 35 states use for child abuse 
and neglect prevention and response. Should Congress 
protect child abuse and neglect funding from budget cuts?

Kids who start behind stay behind in school. What actions 
should be taken to ensure that every child entering 
Kindergarten is ready to learn?

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/UtahChildren

Learn more about children’s issues at www.utahchildren.org


