
Alliance for Economic Security: Seeking a common good
By Betsy Rice, communications specialist

   The good we secure for ourselves is precarious and uncertain until it is secured for all of us and 
incorporated into our common life. — Jane Addams (1860-1935)

   Poverty is the single greatest threat
to children’s well-being. Poverty can
hamper the ability to learn and
contribute to social, emotional,
behavioral and physical problems. 
   With decent paying jobs, a secure
place to live, good health care and
nutrition, long-term poverty can be
reduced and our economy rebuilt.
Shared prosperity benefits everyone.
   That understanding brought together
key stakeholders in 2008 convened by
South Dakota Voices for Children to
broaden the public understanding of
poverty and to develop an action plan
to build economic security for every
South Dakotan. 
   Many members of that original group
and others came together in September
2012 to launch the Alliance for
Economic Security. The Alliance,
under the leadership of co-chairs Eileen Briggs, executive director at Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
Tribal Ventures, Rapid City, and Kathy Callies, interim president of the Rural Learning Center, 
Howard, advocates for strong communities and public policies that empower all South Dakotans to 
build assets and achieve economic security. 
   Alliance members are taking practical steps to reach that goal:
          • The Bridge to Benefits website (www.sdbridgetobenefits.org), a
       partnership with the Children’s Defense Fund, connects individuals 
       and families with support programs for which they may be eligible. 
       The screening process is easy, confidential, free and can be
       accessed from any computer, including those at public libraries. 
   • Launch of the South Dakota Housing Opportunity Fund will provide 
       resources to communities throughout the state to create and preserve 
       homes affordable to hard-working families, veterans, persons with 
       disabilities, seniors and others. 
          • The Summit also featured the release of The State of Working South
       Dakota 2012 (www.sdvoicesforchildren.org). According to 
       researcher Douglas Hall, Ph.D. of the Washington, D.C.-based
       Economic Policy Institute, the report “casts a light on some of the 
       persistent economic disparities that continue to hamper efforts of 
       working South Dakotans to achieve prosperity for themselves and 
       their families.”
            The report was released to the public at a news conference where
         Alliance co-chair Callies illustrated the challenge by quoting a woman in 
         her hometown: “I don’t need a job. I have three jobs. What I need is a good 
         job with benefits so I can take care of my children and they can be all they 
         can be.”
             The Alliance for Economic Security is committed to achieving that goal 
         for every South Dakotan.

Kathy Callies, Alliance co-chair, speaks at the news confer-
ence at which the report State of Working South Dakota 
2012 was released.
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Budget sessions draw candidates statewide
   

Save these dates!
Children’s Day at the Capitol

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 — Pierre

Champion for Children 
Thursday, April 25, 2013 — Sioux Falls

Friday, May 10, 2013 — Rapid City

KIDS SPEAK
Friday, April 26, 2013 — Sioux Falls
Friday, May 10, 2013 — Rapid City

Eileen Briggs

   More than 70 legislative candidates at-
tended budget and fiscal policy information 
sessions across the state hosted by the SD 
Budget & Policy Project, which researches and 
shares nonpartisan analysis concerning South 
Dakota’s budget process and fiscal policy.  
   Both topics were introduced in 2011 as part 
of South Dakotans Talking sessions in 16 South 
Dakota communities.  More than half of state 
legislators attended those sessions, along with 

nearly 500 citizens. 
   To give all legislative candidates access to the 
free, nonpartisan budget and fiscal policy infor-
mation, the SD Budget & Policy Project teamed 
with the SD League of Women Voters, Chies-
man Center for Democracy and chambers of 
commerce in Pierre, Rapid City and Aberdeen. 
Eight 90-minute information sessions were held 
in Pierre, Sioux Falls, Aberdeen and Rapid City.
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Steering their peers in the right direction
   South Dakota Voices for Children Youth Advisory Council (YAC) assists in improving the lives of
children by providing information about young people’s experience, helping to develop a policy
agenda, and advocating on behalf of children and youth. 
   The Council’s 2010-13 focus on teen driving safety was prompted by the tragic fact that South
Dakota’s teen death rate (ages 15-19) has led the nation throughout the past decade. The greatest
number and percent of those deaths are the result of vehicle crashes ... many of which can be
prevented.
   The Council created an interactive workshop, Safe Teen Driving To Go that members will demonstrate this fall across the 
state at Student Council Association regional meetings. 
   A kit that includes a PowerPoint presentation with embedded videos and speaking notes, a Safe Driving Pledge and ideas 
to promote safe teen driving for use in schools and local radio stations will be given to each school so they can present the 
workshop in their hometown.   
   Youth Advisory Council members Joslynn Clauson, Tatum Richards
and Tristan Chasing Hawk were in Pierre September 24 to testify before
the legislatively appointed state Task Force on Safe Teen Driving.
Charged with evaluating data, laws and current practices regarding teen
driving, the Task Force was created as the result of efforts by South
Dakota Voices for Children. 
   There was overwhelming support for proposals to ban the use of any
wireless communication device while driving and to improve the
drivers’ education curriculum and require licensing/continuing
education for instructors.   
   But a proposal to limit to a single passenger any teen driving with a
restricted learners permit drew strong opposition from the Council,
whose members noted the dependence of friends on rides to school
and extracurricular activities. Richards expressed that collective view,
“Given the significant challenges to teens’ everyday lives, we
respectfully urge your consideration of a two-or three-passenger limit.”
   Others suggested increasing the number of passengers allowed during
daylight hours and tightening those restrictions for nighttime driving.
   The Task Force will present its recommendations to the 2013
Legislature.

Cast your votes with kids in mind   
If children want to know about something, they ask. There’s a lot to be said for the direct approach, especially in an election year. So 
following that model, we asked the candidates for South Dakota’s lone U.S. House seat to share their views in writing, 750 words or less. 
Their responses to a single question  — How will you work for the well-being of South Dakota children in the areas of early care and 
education, after-school services, health, nutrition and family economic stability? 

We offer the candidates’ messages to help inform Voices’ members as they vote on November 6.

U.S. House candidate — Representative Kristi Noem
   During the past two years, I’ve had the privilege to represent South Dakota in Washington and to travel all across this great state.
Time and time again, I hear the same message from South Dakota parents: we don’t need parenting tips from Washington.
   The bureaucrats in our nation’s capitol don’t seem to realize that a one-size-fits-all approach does not work when it comes to
educating the next generation. There’s little doubt that our children would be better off if the state and our local schools were given
flexibility to use federal dollars for programs that best fit the needs of our students here in South Dakota. We also need to make sure
our federal tax dollars are being spent wisely. This means getting rid of ineffective, wasteful and redundant programs.  A recent study
by the Government Accountability Office identified over 80 different programs aimed at improving teacher quality.
   As co-chair of the Rural Education Caucus, my goal is to see that every school in South Dakota, regardless of its size, provides
students with a quality education. With our debt crisis growing larger by the day, we need to be spending smarter. That’s why I
introduced bipartisan legislation that will strengthen the Impact Aid Program for South Dakota schools that rely on this funding
without increasing government spending.
   As a mother, I also want to make sure that my children have access to healthy lunches at school — but at the same time, I don’t want my own kids com-
ing home from school hungry. Sadly, some students are in fact going home hungry because of the 2010 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. The reason for this 
is because this law mandates schools to serve healthier lunches that conform to new calorie limits. These caps on calories are based simply on the age 
of the student and fail to take into account other factors that may impact a child’s basic nutrition requirements, such as the child’s physical activity and 
demands from sports.
   My own kids first brought this issue to my attention, and it’s one that I’ve been hearing about more and more from concerned parents as I travel across 
South Dakota.  In September, I visited Georgia Morse Middle School in Pierre to speak with administrators, directors of school lunch programs and middle 
school students about how these new standards are affecting them. The message I received was that these new rules are burdensome, especially for our 
state’s smaller schools. We should ensure that our state’s schools have the flexibility necessary to provide different foods for different children.
   Whether it’s education policy or regulations over school lunches, our children are best served when these decisions are made close to home. I have 
and will continue to fight in Congress to ensure that the federal government is in the business of empowering our local school districts instead of burden-
ing them with unnecessary rules, regulations and costs. I look forward to having continued discussions about this school lunch policy with South Dakota 
school administrators, teachers, parents and students.

U.S. House candidate — Matt Varilek
   As a father of two little girls, and as someone who cares about the future of our state, children’s issues are a personal passion of
mine. I am running for Congress to ensure that all children — not just a privileged few — have opportunities to pursue their dreams. 
   A quality education is the best gift we can give to any child, and it is the key to our economic competitiveness. I’m committed to
crafting a federal education policy that preserves flexibility for individual states and districts to chart their own paths to success.
Though funding is not the only part of the equation, we cannot ignore that it is a key part of the equation. We should not make
higher education harder to obtain by imposing deep cuts to Pell Grants, or letting student loan rates double for college and
vocational students. I never could have gone to college without the help of Pell Grants and federal student loans. I know the value
of these programs from that personal experience, and I will fight to strengthen them.
   But preserving access to colleges and vocational schools is just one part of a flexible, supportive education policy. Our education
system should serve its students well from birth to adulthood. That means preserving programs like Head Start and reduced-price
meals for students from low-income backgrounds who stand to gain the most from the opportunities education offers.
   As a student, I qualified for reduced-price lunches. I remember being embarrassed about it at the time. But looking back now, I realize just how impor-
tant it was to have a helping hand when I needed it. I understand the struggles many low-income families face in providing for their school-age children, 
and I will fight to preserve those programs so that no South Dakotans have to worry about their kids going hungry in a school cafeteria.  
   Nutrition issues have recently played a role in the debate as Congress attempts to reauthorize a Farm Bill. I support continued efforts to find savings in 
the Farm Bill, in part through sensible reforms that protect against abuse of nutrition programs. But the deep cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program supported by my opponent would take help away from truly needy people who are not abusing the program, including many poor children. I 
oppose such cuts as immoral. In addition, it is inexcusable for the US House to adjourn for yet another lengthy recess without even passing an extension of 
the current Farm Bill.  
   Accountability and local control are vital principles in education. South Dakota schools often have needs and challenges that are different from those of 
schools in more urban states. I will work to protect programs like Impact Aid that are so important to rural schools, and I will fight to ensure that unreason-
able burdens aren’t placed on rural schools with fewer resources than large schools.
   Even with the best policy and financial support, we know that schools cannot succeed alone: Schoolchildren do best when they can go home every day 
to a home where they are economically secure, where they get enough to eat so they can focus in class, and where parents encourage them to study and 
read to them at night. That’s why we need an aggressive voice in Congress who will work to promote economic opportunity across South Dakota. When 
our economy and our middle class are strong, parents and schools have the resources to work together to secure our children’s future.
   I am in the race for South Dakota’s lone seat in Congress because South Dakotans deserve leadership that stands up for the interests of middle class 
and working people. Our country faces a variety of challenges, including a dysfunctional Congress that puts special interests before average Americans. 
If we hope to meet those challenges, we will need more members of Congress who know first-hand what it’s like to struggle and work their way up the 
economic ladder. I am grateful for every opportunity I had as a child, and I am committed to making sure my children, and all of our children, have the 
chance to pursue their dreams as I did. As your representative, I will join you in being a strong voice for the children of our great state.

Joslynn Clauson, Sioux Falls; Tatum Richards, 
Pierre; and Tristan Chasing Hawk, Harrisburg 
(left to right at table), shared Voices’ Youth
Advisory Council members’ views about
proposed changes that would affect teen
drivers.

   Jamie Withorne, 16, 
   Sioux Falls Washing-
   ton High School and 
   chair of South Dakota 
   Voices for Children’s 
   Youth Advisory Coun-
   cil, was named a 
   National Child 
   Awareness Youth Am-
bassador. One of 51 teens selected from 
50 states plus Washington D.C., she will 
lead a campaign to improve teen driving 
safety for South Dakota. 

Voices’ board chair honored 
by USD

Scott Jones, who
chairs South Dakota
Voices for Children’s
board of directors, has
been honored by the
University of South
Dakota Beacom
School of Business. He was named the 
2012 Distinguished Service Award: Alum-
nus South Dakota Business Person of the 
Year. Jones, Pierre, is president and CEO 
of Delta Dental of South Dakota.


