
 

Classroom breakfasts like this one, at 

an Auburn elementary school, are one 

of many anti-hunger strategies 

employed across Washington. State 

officials must make no further cuts to 

kids’ nutrition services. 

 

End Childhood Hunger 
Hungry kids can’t learn 

 

What hungry kids need 

lawmakers to do: 

Invest strategically in state 

programs that ensure hungry 

children get the food they 

need. 

Reverse the cut to State Food 

Assistance, which puts 

thousands of children at 

greater risk of hunger. 

Protect child nutrition 

programs, like school meals 

and summer meals. 

 

One in four of our state’s children is struggling with 

hunger. We have effective tools to fight childhood hunger – food 

stamps, school meals, summer meals, afterschool meals and 

Women, Infants and Children (WIC). To end childhood hunger, 

and make sure kids are ready to learn, policymakers must ensure 

that these public resources are managed carefully and 

distributed fairly.  

Federally funded Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) benefits are our state’s number-one defense against 

hunger. Applications for SNAP benefits have doubled over the 

past several years, as the recession caused soaring needs. The 

state legislature has simplified the application process by linking 

SNAP eligibility to other programs like Temporary Assistance to 

Needy Families. At the same time, staff cuts at Department of 

Social and Health Services have hampered families’ ability to 

access SNAP. Several months ago, 4 out of 5 phone applicants to 

DSHS call centers were disconnected because the phone system 

was overloaded. More reasonable caseload levels must be 

restored. 

While hunger can strike anywhere in Washington, not all 

Washington’s families are eligible for SNAP. In 1997, Congress 

arbitrarily took the program away from refugees, children, elders 

and legal immigrants. While Congress has restored benefits for 

some immigrants, Washington’s State Food Assistance program 

currently helps 14,000 legal immigrants. The legislature voted to 

cut benefit amounts in half last year; the cut took effect July 1. 

Recipients of State Food Assistance now receive less than $2 per 

day – not enough for nutritious food. This cut should be 

reversed in the 2013 legislative session. 

State support has been critical to helping school districts, 

communities, tribes and cities to start and expand federally 

funded school, summer, afterschool and child care meals that 

meet hungry kids where they’re at. In 2011, the Legislature cut 

funds for school nutrition programs by $3 million per year. Any 

additional cuts will affect schools’ ability to meet new federal 

nutrition guidelines and provide nutritious meals in schools. If 

Washington maintained or expanded such funding, the state 

would be better positioned to access $20 million in federal funds 

that could go to feed hungry children. Current funding for 

child nutrition programs must be maintained. 

For more information, contact Linda Stone, Food Policy Director, at  
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