
 

At a crucial stage of their lives, our 

state’s youngest are all too likely to be 

hurt by hard times. Strategic 

investments in infants, toddlers and 

preschoolers can build solid kids with 

the tools they need for K-12. 

 

Early Learning 
Close the opportunity gap before it starts 

 

What lawmakers 

can do: 

Make targeted 

investments in quality care 

for infants and toddlers  

Get more 3- and 4-year-

olds into quality pre-K that 

prepares them for success 

in school 

Raise the child care 

reimbursement rate, so 

kids and caregivers can be 

more secure 

Support the Early 

Achievers rating system in 

order to improve child 

care. 

It’s our constitutional duty to provide our children with a basic 

education. It’s also in everyone’s best interest. After all, kids are our 

future. Yet more than half the 5-year-olds entering our state’s 

kindergartens don’t have what they need to flourish. Early learning is 

necessary to close the opportunity and achievement gap – before it has a 

chance to start. 

Our state has begun implementing a few key strategies to make sure 

more infants, toddlers and preschoolers can build the mental 

architecture for a sound future. Yet there is still much to do.  

Much of our brain’s architecture has been built by age three. The more 

time infants and toddlers spend interacting with parents and 

caregivers, the sounder their mental foundation. Through a targeted 

focus on infants and toddlers, policymakers must pay special attention 

to this pivotal moment in our children’s lives.  

Research also shows that caring relationships depend on the stability of 

the child care workforce. But the reimbursement rate for child care in 

Washington is far below national recommendations. Turnover in the 

field is high. In a step forward, our state is implementing a rating and 

improvement system so parents can make informed decisions when 

choosing a child care provider. The system, called Early Achievers, is 

being established in phases and should be supported while 

reimbursement rates for child care are raised. 

Washington’s current Pre-K program, the Early Childhood Education 

and Assistance Program (ECEAP), produces significant positive results. 

Yet thousands of children are turned away for lack of space. State law 

requires that ECEAP serve all eligible 3- and 4-year-old children by 

2018. Next year, we have an opportunity to keep this promise by 

increasing the availability of ECEAP. 

Aligning the early learning and K-12 systems will maximize high-

quality early learning opportunities. The Washington Kindergarten 

Inventory of Developing Skills (WaKIDS) gives educators a better sense 

of their students’ strengths and needs as they transition to 

kindergarten and builds relationships between parents, teachers, and 

early learning providers for the benefit of kids.  

WaKIDS will be implemented in kindergarten classrooms this fall. Data 

collected under WaKIDS should indicate where greater investment in 

high-quality early learning programs is needed. 

For more information, contact Leslie Dozono, Early Learning Policy Director, 
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