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For more information on the federal government’s role in 
xxxxxx, visit www.cfpciowa.org 

The Children’s Policy Coalition is committed to raising children’s issues in Iowa’s state and federal elections. Coalition members include:  
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Learn more
For background on the seven questions, a 

summary of federal budget expenditures for 

children and ideas for engaging candidates and 

voters on child-policy issues, check out the full 

“Securing America’s Future” guide, prepared by 

the Child and Family Policy Center on behalf of 

Voices for America’s Children.

www.cfpciowa.org
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Joan & Lyle Middleton Center for Children’s RightsLeague of Women Voters of Iowa
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The federal government has 
a major role in supporting 
children’s healthy development

Let’s make sure federal candidates say 
where they stand on this important issue

America’s children represent one-quarter 
of the population and 100 percent of its 
future. Polls show the American electorate 

is deeply concerned about the future we leave for 
our children and grandchildren.

What’s more, the American people support greater 
public attention and commitment to child health 
and safety, early-childhood education, primary 
and secondary education and youth development 
efforts—the supports that help ensure all children 
have the skills and opportunities to compete and 
lead in a world economy.

Currently, over one-third of all public investments 
in children’s programs come from the federal 
government, usually administered by state, school 
or community organizations. They represent the 
core efforts to prepare the next generation. They 
are also one of the most important ways the 
president and members of Congress can meet their 
responsibilities as stewards of the public trust.

In order for voters to understand their options, 
presidential and Congressional candidates should 
say plainly what public investments they believe are 
needed to address all children’s health, safety and 
education needs for leadership in the 21st century 
economy and whether they will ensure that the 
federal budget includes those investments. 

One-third of all 

U.S. children receive 

health coverage through 

Medicaid or the Child 

Health Insurance Program. 

The rate of child health 

coverage has increased as 

a result of these programs, 

but 10 percent of children 

remain uninsured. 

1. What federal actions 

should be taken to ensure 

that all children have 

coverage that meets 

their health and nutrition 

needs?

Currently, there 
are 400,000 children 

in foster care. Each 
year there are 2 million 
reported cases of child 
abuse. The federal 
government provides 
nearly half of all funds 
states use for child-abuse 
prevention and treatment, 
including foster care and 
subsidized adoptions. 

2. What federal actions 
should be taken to 
meet the needs of these 
vulnerable children?

While America 

was long the sole 

international education 

leader, we now compete in a 

world economy where other 

countries have dramatically 

improved their education 

systems and, on some 

measures, exceeded U.S. 

performance. 

4. What federal actions 

should be taken to ensure 

America is a world leader 

in educating its next 

generation?

Many children who start school behind will never catch up. High-quality early-childhood programs have been shown to be a cost-effective way to improve school readiness.
3. What federal actions should be taken to close the “readiness gap” that appears before kids start school and accounts for so much of student underachievement and school failure?

Twenty-two percent of American children live in poverty and twice that amount live in families struggling to make ends meet. 

5. What federal actions should be taken to ensure these children have their basic economic needs met?

Even as the U.S. 
becomes even more 

diverse, pronounced 
disparities in child outcomes 
across racial and economic 
groups remain. 

6. What federal actions 
should be taken to ensure 
children have equal 
opportunities for success 
and know they can succeed 
if they work to the best of 
their abilities?

Family is the 
foundation for the next generation. Children do best in families with stable, nurturing, consistent care. But family structure is 

changing in America, most notably an increase in 
single parenting.

7. What federal actions can be taken to address the growth of single 
parenting and its risks for children’s nurturing and development?

Seven Questions for Candidates
There are many opportunities, 

especially in Congressional 

races, to interact with 

candidates. Forums, debates and 

campaign events offer a chance 

for the public to ask questions, 

and for candidates to hear from 

constituents what they most 

want to see happen for children. 

Here are seven questions to start 

that discussion. 


