
Questions to Ask Your CAndidAtes

Children make up one-fifth of Oregon’s population. Their lives are shaped by the decisions our elected officials 
make. But children don’t vote or make campaign contributions, so their needs are often overlooked in policy 
conversations. This election, you have the chance to be a voice for Oregon children. Use the sample questions 
below as a guide to talk to your candidates about kids’ issues at town halls or when they knock on your door. Then 
use your ballot to put children first. 

Poverty Facts:  Just over 42% of Oregon children are growing up in or near poverty, which threatens their health, development, 
and academic success. 

• What policies, investments, or programs will you support to help struggling families and diminish the 
effects of poverty on children?

Health Insurance Facts:  The rate of uninsured children in Oregon has been cut in half thanks to Oregon Healthy 
Kids. However, more than 75,000 children remain uninsured, leaving them less likely to receive preventive care or 
treatment when they are ill. 

• What policies, investments, or programs will you support to ensure all children in Oregon have health 
coverage?

Child Care Facts:  Access to affordable child care is a major factor in early childhood development and affects a 
parent’s ability to work. In Oregon, child care availability is limited and the average cost is more expensive than college 
tuition. 

• What will you do to help families access child care for their children? 
• What role, if any, should state or local government play in helping address the child care needs of working 
parents?

Foster Care Facts:  13,000 Oregon children experience foster care in a year. Drug or alcohol issues, domestic violence, 
and mental health problems are the most prevalent factors contributing to child abuse and neglect. 

• What policies, investments, or programs will you support to prevent child abuse and neglect? 

Revenues and Taxes Facts:  Oregon’s volatile tax structure means reduced state revenue when many families need assistance, 
some for the first time. Constant budget cuts to programs that protect children hurt us in a down economy and impact the 
future success of Oregon children. 

• What are your long-term solutions for addressing the instability of Oregon’s tax and revenue system? 
• How will you make sure that the most vulnerable children are not left behind should the state face future 
economic downturns?

For more information about where your candidates stand on important children’s issues, visit 
the Children First Online Election Center: www.cffo.org/electioncenter


