
 

 
 

 
Advocacy Actions 

Being a Voice on Behalf of Children 
 

There are several ways to foster a relationship with candidates and hold them accountable for their 
promises once they are elected. Building a relationship and educating candidates on important 
children’s issues prior to the election are two of the most effective actions you can take on behalf of 
kids. Following are some suggestions to help you create communication with candidates and ensure that 
your voice—and concerns—are heard. 
 
BUILD A RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR CANDIDATES 
1. Do your homework. 

About the Candidates 
• Go online to www.michigan.gov/sos and click on “Elections in Michigan” for a candidate listing. 
• Check the candidates’ websites to find out who they are and what issues are important to them. 
• Contact the candidates’ campaign offices to request their platform and other printed material. 
• Find out what they have said to the press. 
 
About the Issues 
• Use the Issue’s for Michigan Children on page 2 of this Toolkit and the Issues Primer for 

Michigan’s 2013 Leaders, one specifically on early childhood and one on high school completion, 
available on the VOTE for Michigan’s children website (www.michiganschildren.org) to better 
understand where children currently stand. Make copies and use with candidates in explaining 
what is at stake for kids in Michigan. 

• Use the KIDS COUNT in Michigan data book available at http://michiganschildren.org/Kids-
Count-in-Michigan/.  Make copies of the county page for the candidates. 

• Use the Resource Guide for Voters on page 14 to find other resources. 
 

2. Meet the candidates. 
• Phone the candidate’s campaign office to request a meeting. You can meet individually with a 

candidate or ask him/her to meet with a group you are a member of. 
• Provide information to the candidate about the issues you are concerned about. Think of this as 

an opportunity to educate the candidate and to lay the foundation for future work together. 
• Ask for a “calendar of appearances” for the candidate. There should be a number of places 

where the candidate is appearing to meet voters. Share this information with other advocates. 
 

3. Keep in mind the limitations on 501(c)(3) organizations. 
• We have included some brief information on Election Advocacy for 501(c)(3) Organizations in 

the next section of this Toolkit. Visit the Michigan Participation Project website, which provides 
nonpartisan voter engagement resources to the nonprofit community, at 
www.michparticipationproject.org. 

 
EDUCATE YOUR CANDIDATES 
1. Prepare questions about the issues. 
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• Use each question as an opportunity to educate the candidates about issues. Preface questions 
with a short fact about the issue you are asking about. Here are a few sample questions: 
• Studies show that zero to five are critical years for brain development. What steps would 

you take to ensure that all children enter kindergarten ready to learn? 
• Many Americans think kids are in trouble today, and they tend to blame parents for it. What 

steps would you take to help educate and support families in their tough job of raising 
children? 

• Too many Michigan young people fail to graduate from high school within four years.  What 
steps would you take to provide multiple pathways to high school completion? 

• Students’ educational success is not only impacted within the four walls of the school but 
also by what’s going on in their neighborhoods.  What opportunities outside of the school 
would you promote to ensure that students are fully supported in their educational careers? 

 
2. Attend candidate forums (or host your own candidate forum) and ask questions. 
 
3. Write a letter to your candidates. 

• Individualized, personal letters tend to be the most effective with candidates because they 
realize that these letters take more time and effort on the part of citizens. We have provided 
sample letters in this Toolkit to help get you started. 

 
EDUCATE FELLOW VOTERS 
1. Write a letter to the editor, or opinion and/or editorial pieces to your local newspaper. 

• Use these pieces to encourage voters and candidates to make children a priority in the election. 
Provide information about the key issues for children in Michigan using VOTE for Michigan’s 
children briefs. 

• Be sure to check with the newspaper before sending anything as there are often restrictions, 
like word limits. 

• Many newspapers conduct surveys or questionnaires of candidates and voters. Ask the editorial 
boards to include questions about children and youth in their discussions with candidates. Let 
them know how important children and youth issues are to you, and that this is the news you 
want them to report on. 

• Remember, if you are acting on behalf of a nonprofit, 501(c)(3), your letter should educate the 
public about issues for kids and not endorse any specific candidate. 

• See the “Writing a Letter to the Editor” in this Toolkit for key tips to a successful letter to the 
editor. 

 
2. Offer yourself to be interviewed by local news stations. 

• When at an event, news cameras are often looking for people to interview. Introduce yourself 
and offer to be interviewed. 

• Remember to keep it short—the best sound bites are brief, ten second statements. 
 
3. Appear on television programs or call into radio stations that have open discussion forums. 

• Make sure you know your issue considerably well to get your point across, but it is a good idea 
to keep your message simple and factual. 

 
 
 



 

4. Create short, 15 – 20 second “Kid Bits” for the radio. 
• For example

• Check with your local radio stations about their policies for handling public service 
announcements. 

: “Did you know that child poverty in _________ County has increased by _____ 
percent since 2000? Does your candidate know? Help us VOTE for Michigan’s children in the 
2012 elections. Ask candidates about their positions on issues related to the health, 
development, and education of our children from Cradle to Career.” 

 
5. Hold an event and involve your community. 

• Some suggestions for family-friendly events: talent shows, community fairs, and cookouts. Invite 
parents and families that are concerned with children’s issues. 

• Write a press release and send it to local media outlets. 
• Be sure to delegate someone to give a brief speech about why you have gathered people 

around children’s issues. 
 

6. Use the same material to communicate with multiple audiences. 
• When you write a letter to the editor, modify it slightly, and make it into a letter to the 

candidates. When you create a radio message, use it to create an educational question to ask 
the candidates. This will help in driving home the main message: VOTE for Michigan’s children! 

 
POST-ELECTION FOLLOW-UP WITH LEGISLATORS 
1. Once the election is over, follow-up with your original contacts with your newly elected legislators 

and other elected officials. 
• If you have internet access, visit our website and sign-up for our eBulletins for the latest 

information and policy updates regarding kids in Michigan. Become a member of one of our 
action networks: Early Childhood and/or Graduate Michigan. Use our timely Action Alerts to 
contact policymakers and engage other children’s advocates. And, follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/michiganschildren and Twitter at www.twitter.com/MichChildren.  

• Familiarize yourself with the contact information of your newly elected public officials, including 
their office phone number and address, and follow them on Facebook and Twitter. Be sure to 
call their offices whenever you have a concern. Let them know you are paying attention by 
writing letters in support or opposition of their positions or tagging them in your Facebook and 
Twitter posts. They are your legislators and should listen to your concerns! 

• Continue to write letters to the editor of your local newspaper. Legislators read the newspaper 
every day. 

• Most importantly, don’t give up! Legislators are there for their constituents and it is up to each 
of us to hold them accountable! 

 
HOW CAN MICHIGAN’S CHILDREN HELP YOU? 
1. Provide data on particular issues relating to children and families. 
 
2. Provide a speaker to facilitate advocacy training. 
 
3. Provide technical assistance on elections and youth leadership. 
 
4. Provide guidance for less experienced advocates. 
 

*Source: Partially adopted from the Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 2008 Election Advocacy Tool Kit 
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