
SECURING AMERICA’S FUTURE

Na onal  Party  Pla orms  and  America’s  Children

Children  are  24  percent  of  the  popula on  and  100  percent  of  
our  future.  Children’s  health,  safety,  security  and  educa onal  
success is key to their, and the country’s prosperity. Public 

opinion polls show voters care deeply about children and their 
future and believe the President, members of Congress, governors, 
and  state  lawmakers  all  have  an  obliga on  to  address  their  needs.  
Currently,  however,  there  has  been  li le  a en on  given  to  how  
federal  candidates  and  their  par es  will  address  such  key  issues  or  
any  delving  into  their  different  philosophies  and  approaches.

At  their  best,  elec ons  bring  such  issues  to  light  and  engage  the  
electorate  in  dialogue  that  informs  future  ac on.  While  individual  
poli cal  races  may  be  decided  around  candidate  qualifica ons  or  
issues  par cular  to  the  candidates  or  the  district,  party  pla orms  
are  solely  about  public  policy  direc ons  –  across  a  spectrum  of  
issues that elected candidates will be responsible to address.

This document provides a side-by-side comparison of the 
policy  statements  and  planks  within  the  Na onal  Republican  
and  Democra c  Party  pla orms  as  they  relate  to  children  
and  families,  in  the  direct  language  from  the  pla orms.  It  is  
provided without editorial comment; readers are encouraged 
to  review  the  pla orms  in  their  en rety.

It  also  is  organized  around  key  child  policy  issues  where  there  
are current federal policy roles. Earlier this year, Voices for 
America’s Children produced a policy guide, Securing America’s 
Future:  Children  and  the  2012  Elec on,  which  describes  
current  federal  policies  on  seven  key  children’s  issues  –  health,  
safety, school readiness, school success, economic security, 
equal  opportunity,  and  nurturing  families.

This document was produced for Voices for America’s Children by the Child and Family Policy 
Center.  The  synthesis  is  from  a  complete  itera on  of  all  pla orm  statements  on  child  and  family  
policy,  available  at  www.cfpciowa.org.  For  more  informa on,  please  contact  CFPC  at  515-‐280-‐
9027  or  505  5th  Avenue,  Suite  404,  Des  Moines,  IA.  
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The 2012 National Democratic and Republican Platforms both offer visions for the future and what it will take to ensure the prosperity 
of society for the next generation. Included in these visions are general statements and specific recommendations. These have been 
excepted and organized under headings and subheadings regarding current federal policy areas described in Securing  America’s  Future:  
Children and the 2012 Election: (1) Health Children; (2) Safe Children; (3) Children Ready for School; (4) Children Successful in School; (5) 
Economically Secure Children; (6) Child Opportunities for Success: and (7) Children in Nurturing Families. 

 

 
 

Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

OVERALL RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE NEXT GENERATION 

 

This platform affirms that America has always been a place of grand 
dreams and even grander realities; and so it will be again, if we 
return government to its proper role, making it smaller and smarter. 
…    If  we  hand  over  to  the  next  generation  a  legacy  of  growth  and  
prosperity,  rather  than  entitlements  and  indebtedness.  …We  are  the  
party of maximum economic freedom and the prosperity freedom 
makes  possible.  …  Prosperity  provides  the  means  by  which  
individuals and families can maintain their independence from 
government, raise their children by their own values, practice their 
faith, and build communities of self-reliant neighbors.  

Reclaiming the economic security of the middle class is the 
challenge we must overcome today. That begins by restoring the 
basic values that made our country great, and restoring for 
everyone who works hard and plays by the rules the opportunity to 
find  a  job  that  pays  the  bills,…  care  for  your  family,  afford  a  home  
you  call  your  own  and  health  care  you  can  count  on,  …  and,  most  of  
all, give your children the kind of education that allows them to 
dream  even  bigger  and  go  even  further  than  you  ever  imagined.  … 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

1. HEALTHY  CHILDREN  

Medicaid and Child Health Coverage 

The Republican Party is committed to saving Medicare and 
Medicaid.  Unless  the  programs’  fiscal  ship  is  righted,  the  individuals  
hurt the first and the worst will be those who depend on them the 
most.  …  Our  goal  for  both  Medicare  and  Medicaid  must  be  to  assure  
that every participant receives the amount of care they need at the 
time they need it, whether for an expectant mother and her baby or 
for someone in the last moments of life. Absent reforms, these two 
programs are headed for bankruptcy that will endanger care for 
seniors and the  poor.  …  Republican  Governors  and  State  legislatures  
are ready to do the hard work of modernizing Medicaid for the 
twenty-first century. We propose to let them do all that and more 
by block-granting the program to the States, providing the States 
with the flexibility to design programs that meet the needs of their 
low income citizens. Such reforms could be achieved through 
premium supports or a refundable tax credit, allowing non-disabled 
adults and children to be moved into private health insurance of 
their choice, where their needs can be met on the same basis as 
those  of  more  affluent  Americans.  … 

We are helping state Medicaid programs fund home and 
community-based  services.  …  We  will  strengthen  Medicaid  and  
oppose efforts to block grant the program, slash its funding, and 
leave  millions  more  without  health  insurance.  …  The  President  
and the Democratic Party will fiercely oppose the harsh cuts in 
Medicaid that would inevitably lead to no or significantly less 
health care for millions of Americans with disabilities, workers 
with disabilities, and families raising children with autism, Down 
Syndrome, and other serious disabilities. 

Other Specific Child Health Recommendations 

We likewise support the right of parents to consent to medical 
treatment for their children, including mental health treatment, 
drug treatment, and treatment involving pregnancy, contraceptives 
and abortion. We urge enactment of pending legislation that would 

As a result of our efforts, today, young Americans entering the 
workforce  can  stay  on  their  parents’  plans.  Insurers  can  no  
longer refuse to cover kids with pre-existing medical conditions. 
…We  support  parents  and  their  children  as  they  work  to  lead  
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

2. SAFE CHILDREN  

Child Protection and Foster Care 

The  nation’s  foster  care  system  remains  a  necessary  fallback  for  
youngsters from troubled families. Because of reforms initiated by 
many States, the number of foster children has declined to just over 
400,000. A major problem of the system is its lack of support, 
financial and otherwise, for teens who age out of foster care and 
into a world in which many are not prepared to go it alone. We urge 
States to work with the faith-based and other community groups 
which reach out to these young people in need. 

We must protect our most vulnerable children by supporting our 
foster care system, adoption programs for all caring parents, 
grandparents, and caregivers, and protecting children from 
violence and neglect. 

 

Protecting Children from Crime 

The Internet must be made safe for children. We call on service 
providers to exercise due care to ensure that the Internet cannot 
become a safe haven for predators while respecting First 
Amendment  rights.  …  We  urge  active  prosecution against child 
pornography, which is closely linked to the horrors of human 
trafficking. Current laws on all forms of pornography and obscenity 
need  to  be  vigorously  enforced.  …  We  support  mandatory  prison  

President Obama and the Democratic Party are committed to 
ensuring all Americans are treated fairly. This administration 
hosted the first-ever White House Conference on Bullying 
Prevention and we must continue our work to prevent vicious 
bullying  of  young  people  and  support  LGBT  youth.  …  We  will  end  
the dangerous cycle of violence, especially youth violence, by 
continuing to invest in proven community-based law 

require parental consent to transport girls across state lines for 
abortions. 

healthier lives. With prevention and treatment initiatives on 
obesity and public health, Democrats are leading the way on 
supporting healthier, more physically active families and healthy 
children.  
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sentencing for gang crimes, violent or sexual offenses against 
children, repeat drug dealers, rape, robbery and murder. We 
support a national registry for convicted child murderers. We 
oppose parole for dangerous or repeat felons. 

enforcement programs such as the Community Oriented Policing 
Services program. We will reduce recidivism in our 
neighborhoods. 
 

 

Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

3. CHILDREN READY FOR SCHOOL 

 

Because  parents  are  a  child’s  first  teachers,  we  support  family  
literacy programs, which improve the reading, language, and life 
skills of both parents and children from low-income  families.  …  We  
urge preventive efforts in early childhood, especially assistance in 
gaining pre-reading skills, to help many students move beyond the 
need  for  IDEA’s  protections. 

We have helped states and territories develop comprehensive 
plans to raise standards and improve instruction in their early 
learning programs and invested in expanding and reforming Head 
Start.    …  We  have  invested  in  expanding  and  reforming  Head  
Start and grants to states to raise standards and improve 
instruction in their early learning programs, and we support 
expanding the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit. 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

4A. CHILDREN SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL – K-12 

Drivers for a World-Class Education 

Parents are responsible for the education of their children. We do 
not believe in a one size fits all approach to education and support 
providing broad education choices to parents and children at the 
State and local level. Maintaining American preeminence requires a 
world-class system of education, with high standards, in which all 
students  can  reach  their  potential.  …  It  recognizes  the  wisdom  of  
State and local control of our schools, and it wisely sees consumer 
rights in education – choice – as the most important driving force 
for renewing our schools. 

Democrats believe that getting an education is the surest path to 
the middle class, giving all students the opportunity to fulfill their 
dreams and contribute to our economy and democracy. Public 
education is one of our critical democratic institutions. We are 
committed to ensuring that every child in America has access to a 
world-class education so we can out-educate the world and make 
sure  America  has  the  world’s  highest  proportion  of  college  
graduates by 2020. This requires excellence at every level of our 
education system. 

Role of Federal Investments in Education 

On the one hand enormous amounts of money are being spent for 
K-12 public education with overall results that do not justify that 
spending. On the other hand, the common experience of families, 
teachers, and administrators forms the basis of what does work in 
education. We believe the gap between those two realities can be 
successfully bridged, and Congressional Republicans are pointing a 
new way forward with major reform legislation. We support its 
concept of block grants and the repeal of numerous federal 
regulations which interfere with State and local control of public 
schools. The bulk of the federal money through Title I for low-
income children and through IDEA for disabled youngsters should 
follow the students to whatever school they choose so that eligible 
pupils, through open enrollment, can bring their share of the 

President Obama and the Democrats are committed to working 
with states and communities so they have the flexibility and 
resources they need to improve elementary and secondary 
education in a way that works best for students. To that end, the 
President challenged and encouraged states to raise their 
standards so students graduate ready for college or career and 
can succeed in a dynamic global economy. Forty-six states 
responded, leading groundbreaking reforms that will deliver 
better education to millions of American students. 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

funding with them. 

Accountability and Teaching Quality 

We  applaud  America’s  great  teachers,  who  should  be  protected  
against frivolous litigation and should be able to take reasonable 
actions to maintain discipline and order in the classroom. We 
support legislation that will correct the current law provision which 
defines  a  “Highly  Qualified  Teacher”  merely  by  his  or  her  
credentials, not results in the classroom. We urge school districts to 
make use of teaching talent in business, STEM fields, and in the 
military, especially among our returning veterans. Rigid tenure 
systems  based  on  the  “last  in,  first  out”  policy  should  be  replaced 
with a merit-based approach that can attract fresh talent and 
dedication  to  the  classroom.  …  Today’s  education  reform  movement  
calls  for  accountability  at  every  stage  of  schooling.  …  We  advocate  
the policies and methods that have proven effective: building on the 
basics, especially STEM subjects (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) and phonics; ending social promotions; merit pay for 
good teachers; classroom discipline; parental involvement; and 
strong leadership by principals, superintendents, and locally elected 
school boards. 

There is no substitute for a great teacher at the head of a 
classroom; the President helped school districts save more than 
400,000  educator  jobs.    …  We  Democrats  honor  our  nation’s  
teachers, who do a heroic job for their students every day. If we 
want high-quality education for all our kids, we must listen to the 
people who are on the front lines. The President has laid out a 
plan to prevent more teacher layoffs while attracting and 
rewarding great teachers. This includes raising standards for the 
programs that prepare our teachers, recognizing and rewarding 
good teaching, and retaining good teachers. We also believe in 
carefully crafted evaluation systems that give struggling teachers 
a chance to succeed and protect due process if another teacher 
has to be put in the classroom. We also recognize there is no 
substitute  for  a  parent’s  involvement  in  their  child’s  education.  … 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

4B.  CHILDREN SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL – POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Student Costs and Financial Aid 

College  costs  …  are  on  an  unsustainable  trajectory,  rising  year  by  
year far ahead of overall inflation. Nationwide, student loan debt 
now exceeds credit card debt. . Over 50 percent of recent college 
grads are unemployed or underemployed, working at jobs for which 
their expensive educations gave them no training. It is time to get 
back to basics and to higher education programs directly related to 
job  opportunities.  …  Federal  student  aid  is  on  an  unsustainable 
path, and efforts should be taken to provide families with greater 
transparency and the information they need to make prudent 
choices  about  a  student’s  future:  completion  rates,  repayment  
rates, future earnings, and other factors that may affect their 
decisions. The federal government should not be in the business of 
originating student loans; however, it should serve as an insurance 
guarantor for the private sector as they offer loans to students. 
Private sector participation in student financing should be 
welcomed. Any regulation that drives tuition costs higher must be 
reevaluated to balance its worth against its negative impact on 
students and their parents. 

To help keep college within reach for every student, Democrats 
took on banks to reform our student loan program, saving more 
than $60 billion by removing the banks acting as middlemen so 
we can better and more directly invest in students. To make 
college affordable for students of all backgrounds and confront 
the loan burden our students shoulder, we doubled our 
investment in Pell Grant scholarships and created the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit worth up to $10,000 over four years of 
college,  and  we’re  creating  avenues  for  students  to  manage  their  
federal student loans so that their payments can be only 10 
percent  of  what  they  make  each  month.  …  President  Obama  has  
pledged to encourage colleges to keep their costs down by 
reducing federal aid for those that do not, investing in colleges 
that keep tuition affordable and provide good value, doubling the 
number of work-study jobs available to students, and continuing 
to ensure that students have access to federal loans with 
reasonable interest rates. We invested more than $2.5 billion in 
savings from reforming our student loan system to strengthen 
our  nation’s  Historically  Black  Colleges  and  Universities,  Hispanic-
Serving Institutions, Tribal Colleges and Universities, Alaska, 
Hawaiian Native Institutions, Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Institutions, and other Minority Serving Institutions.  
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

4B.  CHILDREN SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL – POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION, continued 

Community Colleges and Other Approaches to Higher Education 

The first step is to acknowledge the need for change when the 
status quo is not working. New systems of learning are needed to 
compete with traditional four-year colleges: expanded community 
colleges and technical institutions, private training schools, online 
universities, life-long learning, and work-based learning in the 
private sector. New models for acquiring advanced skills will be ever 
more important in the rapidly changing economy of the twenty-first 
century, especially in science, technology, engineering, and math. 
Public policy should advance the affordability, innovation, and 
transparency needed to address all these challenges and to make 
accessible to everyone the emerging alternatives, with their lower 
cost degrees, to traditional college attendance.  

We Democrats also recognize the economic opportunities 
created by  our  nation’s  community  colleges.  That  is  why  the  
President has invested in community colleges and called for 
additional partnerships between businesses and community 
colleges to train two million workers with the skills they need for 
good jobs waiting to be filled, and to support business-labor 
apprenticeship programs that provide skills and opportunity to 
thousands of Americans. The President also proposed to double 
key investments in science to educate the next generation of 
scientists and engineers, encourage private sector innovation, 
and prepare at least 100,000 math and science teachers over the 
next decade. Democrats have focused on making sure that 
taxpayer dollars support high-quality education programs, but 
Mitt Romney is a staunch supporter of expensive, for-profit 
schools – schools that often leave students buried in debt and 
without the skills for quality jobs and that prey on our service 
members and veterans.  
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

5. ECONOMICALLY SECURE CHILDREN 

Tax Policies and Families 

Taxes,  by  their  very  nature,  reduce  a  citizen’s  freedom.  Their  proper  
role in a free society should be to fund services that are essential 
and authorized by the Constitution, such as national security, and 
the care of those who cannot care for themselves. We reject the use 
of taxation to redistribute income, fund unnecessary or ineffective 
programs, or foster the crony capitalism that corrupts both 
politicians  and  corporations.  …  We  oppose  tax  policies  that  divide  
Americans or promote class warfare. 

It’s  time  we  stop  just  talking  about  family  values  and  start  
pursuing policies that truly value families. The President and 
Democrats have cut taxes for every working American family, 
and expanded the Child Tax Credit and Earned Income Tax Credit.  
…    Now  he’s  fighting  to  stop  middle  class  families  and  those  
aspiring to join the middle class from seeing their taxes go up 
and to extend key tax relief for working families and those paying 
for college, while asking the wealthiest and corporations to pay 
their fair share. 

Public Welfare and Poverty Reduction 

The Republican-led welfare reforms enacted in 1996 marked a 
revolution  in  government’s  approach  to  poverty.  They  changed  the  
standard for policy success from the amount of income transferred 
to the poor to the number of poor who moved from welfare to 
economic independence. We took the belief of most Americans—
that welfare should be a hand up, not a hand out—and made it law. 
Work requirements, though modest, were at the heart of this 
success.  …  For  the  sake  of  low-income families as well as the 
taxpayers,  the  federal  government’s  entire  system  of  public  
assistance should be reformed to ensure that it promotes work. 
Each year, this system dispenses nearly $1 trillion in taxpayer funds 
across a maze of approximately 80 programs that are neither 
coordinated nor effective in solving poverty and lifting up families. 

Too many Americans live without hope for a better future or 
access to good, family-supporting jobs. Many of these families 
work but are unable to pay the bills. The economic crisis has hit 
low-income American families particularly hard, but merely 
restoring our country to where it was before the economic crisis 
is not enough. We must make ending poverty a national priority. 
…  Democrats  believe  that  we  must  raise  the  minimum  wage  and  
index it to inflation. We will continue to fight for equal pay for 
equal work, a strong labor movement, and access to a world-
class education for every child. We will help lift people with 
disabilities out of poverty. We understand that poverty 
disproportionately affects communities of color and we are 
committed to working with those most affected by poverty. We 
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For many individuals collecting benefits from multiple categorical 
programs, efforts to work or earn more actually result in less money 
in  their  pocket  through  the  resulting  loss  of  benefits.  …  Taking  a  part  
time job, working an extra shift, or even just marrying someone who 
works, would result in a loss of benefits, thereby discouraging the 
very acts necessary to achieve the American Dream. 

will continue the improvements in refundable tax credits for low-
income families to encourage work and education while lifting 
families out of poverty. To enhance access and equity in 
employment, education, and business opportunities, we 
encourage initiatives to remove barriers to equal opportunity 
that still exist in America.  

Nutrition and SNAP Benefits (Food Stamps) 

The food stamp program now accounts for nearly 80 percent of the 
entire USDA budget. In finding ways to fight fraud and abuse, the 
Congress should consider block-granting that program to the States, 
along  with  the  other  domestic  nutrition  programs.  …  Instead  of  
undermining the expectation that low-income parents and 
individuals should strive to support themselves, benefit programs 
like food stamps must ensure that those benefits are better targeted 
to those who need help the most. 
 

Fifteen percent of our fellow citizens live in poverty, and one in 
five  families  struggles  with  food  insecurity.  …  When the President 
took office, we were losing hundreds of thousands of jobs a 
month. President Obama and Democrats took immediate action 
to get the economy moving again. By expanding the Earned 
Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit, and supporting 
unemployment insurance benefits and food stamps, the 
Recovery Act kept seven million people out of poverty and 
reduced poverty for 32 million more in 2010. 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

6. CHILD OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUCCESS  

General Nondiscrimination 

In the spirit of the Constitution, we consider discrimination based on 
sex, race, age, religion, creed, disability, or national origin 
unacceptable and immoral. We will strongly enforce 
antidiscrimination statutes and ask all to join us in rejecting the 
forces of hatred and bigotry and in denouncing all who practice or 
promote racism, anti-Semitism, ethnic prejudice, or religious 
intolerance. We support efforts to help low-income individuals get a 
fair chance based on their potential and individual merit; but we 
reject preferences, quotas, and set-asides as the best or sole 
methods through which fairness can be achieved, whether in 
government, education, or corporate boardrooms. In a free society, 
the primary role of government is to protect the God-given, 
inalienable, inherent rights of its citizens, including the rights to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Merit, ability, aptitude, and 
results should be the factors that determine advancement in our 
society. 
 

We believe in an America where everybody gets a fair shot and 
everybody plays by the same set of rules. At the core of the 
Democratic Party is the principle that no one should face 
discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, 
language, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
disability status. Democrats support our civil rights statutes and 
we have stepped up enforcement of laws that prohibit 
discrimination in the workplace and other settings. We are 
committed to protecting all communities from violence. We are 
committed to ending racial, ethnic, and religious profiling and 
requiring federal, state, and local enforcement agencies to take 
steps to eliminate the practice, and we continue to support 
enforcement of Title VI. 
 

Addressing the Achievement/Performance Gap 

School choice – whether through charter schools, open enrollment 
requests, college lab schools, virtual schools, career and technical 
education programs, vouchers, or tax credits – is important for all 
children, especially for families with children trapped in failing 
schools. Getting these youngsters into decent learning environments 

We  must  close  the  achievement  gap  in  America’s  schools  and  
ensure that in every neighborhood in the country, children can 
benefit from high-quality educational  opportunities.  …  Too  many  
students, particularly students of color and disadvantaged 
students, drop out of our schools, and Democrats know we must 
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and helping them realize their full potential is the greatest civil rights 
challenge  of  our  time.    …  A  young  person’s  ability  to  achieve  in  
school must be based on his or her God-given talent and motivation, 
not an address, zip code, or economic status. 

address the dropout crisis with the urgency it deserves. We will 
continue to strengthen all our schools and work to expand public 
school options for low-income youth, including magnet schools, 
charter schools, teacher-led schools, and career academies. 
 

Immigrant and English-Language Learning Students 

To ensure that all students have access to the mainstream of 
American life, we support the English First approach and oppose 
divisive  programs  that  limit  students’  ability  to  advance  in  American  
society. 

President Obama and the Democrats fought for the DREAM Act, 
legislation ensuring that young people who want to contribute 
fully to our society and serve our country are able to become 
legal  residents  and  ultimately  citizens.  …  [T]o  make  this  country  a  
destination  for  global  talent  and  ingenuity,  we  won’t  deport  
deserving young people who are Americans in every way but on 
paper, and we will work to make it possible for foreign students 
earning advanced degrees in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics to stay and help create jobs here at home. 
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Republican Party Platform Democratic Party Platform 

7. CHILDREN IN NURTURING FAMILIES  

Supporting Families 

It has been proven by both experience and endless social science 
studies that traditional marriage is best for children. Children raised 
in intact married families are more likely to attend college, are 
physically and emotionally healthier, are less likely to use drugs or 
alcohol, engage in crime, or get pregnant outside of marriage. The 
success of marriage directly impacts the economic well-being of 
individuals. Furthermore, the future of marriage affects freedom. 
The lack of family formation not only leads to more government 
costs, but also to more government control over the lives of its 
citizens in all aspects. We recognize and honor the courageous 
efforts of those who bear the many burdens of parenting alone, 
even as we believe that marriage, the union of one man and one 
woman must be upheld as the national standard, a goal to stand for, 
encourage, and promote through laws governing marriage. 

President Obama – the son of a single mother and the father of 
two daughters – understands  that  women  aren’t  a  special  
interest group. They are more than half of this country, and 
issues that affect women also affect families. That is why the first 
bill he signed into law was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which 
helps  women  fight  back  when  they  are  paid  less  than  men  …  We 
believe that all parents and caregivers – regardless of gender – 
need more flexibility and support in the workplace. We support 
passing the Healthy Families Act, broadening the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, and partnering with states to move toward 
paid leave …  President  Obama’s  administration  has  offered  men  
who want to be good fathers extra support. We have bolstered 
community and faith-based groups focused on fatherhood, 
partnered with businesses to offer opportunities for fathers to 
spend time with their kids at the bowling alley or ballpark, and 
worked to help deployed dads connect with their children. We all 
have a stake in forging stronger bonds between fathers and their 
children. 

Definition of Marriage in Society 

The institution of marriage is the foundation of civil society. Its 
success  as  an  institution  will  determine  our  success  as  a  nation.  …  
Congressional Republicans took the lead in enacting the Defense of 
Marriage Act, affirming the right of States and the federal 

We support the right of all families to have equal respect, 
responsibilities, and protections under the law. We support 
marriage equality and support the movement to secure equal 
treatment under law for same-sex couples. We also support the 
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government not to recognize same-sex relationships licensed in 
other  jurisdictions.  …  We  reaffirm  our  support  for  a  Constitutional  
amendment defining marriage as the union of one man and one 
woman. We applaud the citizens of the majority of States which 
have enshrined in their constitutions the traditional concept of 
marriage, and we support the campaigns underway in several other 
States to do so. 

freedom of churches and religious entities to decide how to 
administer marriage as a religious sacrament without 
government  interference.  …We  oppose  discriminatory  federal  
and state constitutional amendments and other attempts to 
deny equal protection of the laws to committed same-sex 
couples who seek the same respect and responsibilities as other 
married couples. We support the full repeal of the so-called 
Defense of Marriage Act and the passage of the Respect for 
Marriage Act. 
 

Life, Pregnancy, and Family Planning 

Faithful  to  the  “self-evident”  truths  enshrined  in  the  Declaration  of  
Independence, we assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that 
the unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life which 
cannot be infringed. We support a human life amendment to the 
Constitution and endorse legislation to make clear that the 
Fourteenth  Amendment’s  protections  apply  to  unborn  children.  We  
oppose using public revenues to promote or perform abortion or 
fund organizations which perform or advocate it and will not fund or 
subsidize  health  care  which  includes  abortion  coverage.  …  Through  
Obamacare, the current Administration has promoted the notion of 
abortion as healthcare. We, however, affirm the dignity of women 
by protecting the sanctity of human life. Numerous studies have 
shown that abortion endangers the health and wellbeing of women, 
and we stand firmly against it. 
 
We salute those who provide [pregnant women] with counseling 
and adoption alternatives and empower them to choose life, and we 
take comfort in the tremendous increase in adoptions that has 

The President and the Democratic Party believe that women 
have a right to control their reproductive choices. Democrats 
support access to affordable family planning services, and 
President Obama and Democrats will continue to stand up to 
Republican efforts to defund Planned Parenthood health centers. 
The Affordable Care Act ensures that women have access to 
contraception in their health insurance plans, and the President 
has  respected  the  principle  of  religious  liberty.  …  The  Democratic  
Party strongly and unequivocally supports Roe v. Wade and a 
woman’s  right  to  make  decisions  regarding  her  pregnancy,  
including a safe and legal abortion, regardless of ability to pay.  
We  strongly  and  unequivocally  support  a  woman’s  decision  to  
have a child by providing affordable health care and ensuring the 
availability of and access to programs that help women during 
pregnancy and after the birth of a child, including caring 
adoption programs. 
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followed Republican legislative initiatives.  … 

Religious Freedom and Patriotic Expression 

The first provision of the First Amendment concerns freedom of 
religion.  …  We  pledge  to  respect  the  religious  beliefs  and  rights  of  
conscience of all Americans and to safeguard the independence of 
their institutions from government. We support the public display of 
the Ten Commandments as a reflection of our history and of our 
country’s  Judeo-Christian heritage, and we affirm the right of 
students to engage in prayer at public school events in public 
schools and to have equal access to public schools and other public 
facilities to  accommodate  religious  freedom  in  the  public  square….  
We condemn the actions of those who deny our children the means 
by which to show respect for our great country and the 
constitutional principles represented by our flag. 
 

Faith-based organizations will always be critical allies in meeting 
the challenges that face our nation and our world – [including] 
domestic  and  global  poverty.  …  We  believe  in  constitutionally  
sound, evidence-based partnerships with faith-based and other 
non-profit organizations to serve those in need and advance our 
shared interests. There is no conflict between supporting faith-
based institutions and respecting our Constitution, and a full 
commitment to both principles is essential for the continued 
flourishing of both faith and country. 
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