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This Voter’s Guide presents the views of the two candidates running to represent Iowa’s 2nd Congressional 
District in 2012. John Archer and Dave Loebsack answered Every Child Count’s questions on seven important 
child and family policy issues. All responses are printed without editing.

Thanks to both candidates for responding to these important questions!

About this guide

AMP
Blank Children’s Hospital
Child and Family Policy Center
Child Care Resource & Referral of Central Iowa
Coalition for Family and Children’s Services
Drake Legal Clinic
Every Child Counts
Every Child Matters Iowa
Iowa Afterschool Alliance
Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children
Iowa Association of Nurse Practioners 
Iowa Association of School Boards
Iowa Cancer Society
Iowa Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Iowa Citizen Action Network
Iowa Community Action Association
Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church

Iowa Foster and Adoptive Parents Association
Iowa Head Start Association
Iowa Primary Care Association
Joan & Lyle Middleton Center for Children’s Rights
League of Women Voters of Iowa
Lutheran Services of Iowa
NAMI of Greater Des Moines
National Association of Social Workers–Iowa 

Chapter
Orchard Place
Prevent Child Abuse Iowa
RESULTS
School Administrators of Iowa
State Public Policy Group
Visiting Nurse Services of Iowa
Youth and Shelter Services

About the Children’s Policy Coalition

The Children’s Policy Coalition is a group of over 30 organizations committed to raising children’s issues in 
Iowa’s state and federal elections: 

The coalition is staffed by Every Child Counts, the advocacy initiative of the Child and Family Policy Center, 
a Des Moines-based research and advocacy organization dedicated to promoting outcome-based policies 
that improve child well-being.
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QUESTION ONE

CHiLd HeALtH
Background
One-third of all U.S. children receive health coverage through Medicaid or the Child Health Insurance Program. 
The rate of child health coverage has increased as a result of these programs, but 10 percent of children re-
main uninsured. In Iowa, over one-third of children have health coverage under Medicaid or hawk-I, Iowa’s 
name for CHIP. Iowa ranks only behind Massachusetts, Vermont, and Maine among states with the fewest 
uninsured children, at 5.4 percent in 2011.

Question
What federal actions should be taken to ensure that all children have coverage that meets their health and 
nutrition needs?

John Archer:
When talking about healthcare, we 
need to start first by addressing 
costs. We need to find common-
sense solutions to lower the costs 
of healthcare. The federal govern-

ment should play a minimal role in the distribution 
of care. The states who receive funding are bet-
ter aware of the needs of their children who are 
covered under Medicaid. Schools and communities 
should be placing an emphasis on nutrition because 
it will help children and their families learn about 
the importance of nutrition in living a healthy life. 
This will also help with the costs of healthcare by 
decreasing the need for medical care for prevent-
able diseases.

dave Loebsack:
It is vital to provide quality, afford-
able health care to our nation’s 
children. I am pleased that with 
my support, the Children’s Health 
Insurance Reauthorization Act of 

2009 became law.  This bill expanded the Child 
Health Insurance Program to cover 4 million more 
children. 

A growing obstacle in proving health care for chil-
dren is the large number of children whose families 
are of modest income and as a result do not qualify 
for Medicaid or hawk-I coverage. For many of these 
families it is difficult to even put food on the table, 
and they are unable to afford to purchase health 
insurance. The Affordable Care Act includes provi-
sions to make health care more affordable, includ-
ing tax credits for the middle class and subsidies for 
families whose employers do not provide coverage.  
Also, the law prohibits insurance companies from 
refusing to cover children with pre-existing condi-

tions.  
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QUESTION TWO

CHiLd sAFety
Background
Currently, there are 400,000 children in foster care in the U.S. Each year there are 2 million reported cases of 
child abuse. The federal government provides nearly half of all funds state use for child-abuse prevention and 
treatment, including foster care and subsidized adoptions. In Iowa, there were 12,595 confirmed cases of child 
abuse and neglect in 2010. This was a 33.8 percent increase from 2000.

Question
What federal actions should be taken to meet the needs of these vulnerable children?

John Archer:
The federal government needs to 
take a serious look at abuse of chil-
dren in foster care. The government 
plays a significant oversight role in 
this issue. Without proper over-

sight, these children are left to suffer abuse at the 
hands of the adults who are sworn to protect them. 
The federal government must invest in the proper 
training for staff meant to monitor these children 
and provide resources for enough protective ser-
vice officers who do the routine checks. Without 
taking these first steps, any more money will prove 
insufficient in protecting children.

dave Loebsack:
I’m a member of the Missing and 
Exploited Children’s Caucus and 
have fought for increased funding 
for the Drug Endangered Children 
program, the Victims of Child 

Abuse Act, and Court Appointed Special Advocates.  
I was an early and strong supporter of the Caylee 
Anthony Caregiver Responsibility Act which makes 
it a federal crime for a caregiver not to report the 
death of a child or that a child is missing.  In ad-
dition, I’m a cosponsor of the Speak Out to Stop 
(SOS) Child Abuse Act and recently worked with 
a bipartisan group to call on the Chairman of the 
Education and the Workforce Committee to hold 
a hearing on child abuse prevention and report-
ing.   As a member of the House Education and the 
Workforce Committee, I have pushed for hearings 
to examine the patchwork of state laws that let 
children fall through the cracks.
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QUESTION THREE

sCHooL reAdiness
Background
Many children who start school behind will never catch up. High-quality early-childhood programs have been 
shown to be a cost-effective way to improve school readiness.

Question
What federal actions should be taken to close the “readiness gap” that appears before kids start school and ac-
counts for so much of student underachievement and failure?

John Archer:
As a member of the Pleasant Valley 
School Board, I understand the role 
and importance of early childhood 
education. First we must look at the 
communities and see what is avail-

able for early childhood education. The govern-
ment must also have the ability to offer funds for 
children to attend private and parochial education 
centers if public schooling is not available, already 
overburdened, or has substandard education. This 
way students who do not have access early child-
hood education will be offered a wide range of 
options. Funding levels must remain the same to 
ensure the long term fiscal solvency of all federal 
education policies remain viable.

dave Loebsack:
I am a strong supporter of early ed-
ucation programs and have pushed 
for universal pre-K in addition to 
better supporting and expanding 
Head Start programs. Numerous 

studies have shown the effectiveness of addressing 
the “readiness gap” and it will be critical to ensur-
ing our schools can educate all children at an effec-
tive level and that our country remains competitive 
in a global economy in the 21st Century. Children 
shouldn’t start off from behind. 
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QUESTION FOUR

sCHooL suCCess
Background
While America was long the sole international education leader, we now compete in a world economy where 
other countries have dramatically improved their education systems and, on some measures, exceeded U.S. 
performance. Iowa’s population over 25 ranks above the national average in the proportion with high school 
diplomas (90.6% compared with 85.6%), but below the national average in the proportion with college degrees 
or higher (24.9% compared with 28.2%). The proportion of Iowa students scoring at or above proficient in 
reading on National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) scores was 33 percent in 2011 with Iowa rank-
ing 27th among states on this measure.

Question
What federal actions should be taken to ensure America is a world leader in educating its next generation?

John Archer:
America’s students need to have a 
world class education so that they 
will be prepared to compete in the 
global economy. This is not done by 
forcing more red tape for teachers 

to wade through. It is done by providing our teach-
ers and administrators the tools for them to be 
successful and allow and encourage schools around 
the nation to share best practices.

dave Loebsack:
I would not be where I am with-
out the high quality education I 
received in Iowa public schools.  A 
quality education leads to future 
success, higher salaries, and eco-

nomic growth for our country. I firmly believe that 
education is critical to getting back to an economy 
that works for all Iowans. First and foremost the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act must be 
reauthorized and No Child Left Behind must be re-
formed and improved. NLCB unfairly punishes our 
schools and is not adaptive to the changing needs 
of our students or effective education techniques. 
As a member of the Education and Workforce Com-
mittee and co-chair of the bipartisan Rural Educa-
tion Caucus, I will continue pushing for reauthoriza-
tion and improvements to ensure our children get 
a world-class education and can compete in the 
global economy.
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QUESTION FIVE

eConomiC seCurity
Background
Twenty-two percent of American children live in poverty and twice that amount live in families struggling to 
make ends meet. Iowa’s child poverty rate was 15.6 percent in 2009, up from 10.8 percent in 2000. Children 
are the age group in Iowa society most likely to be poor.

Question
What federal actions should be taken to ensure these children have their basic economic needs met?

John Archer:
This is a deeply troubling statistic; 
however it is yet another symptom 
of the problem of what our over-
regulated, over-taxed and over-
reaching federal government has 

done to our society.

We need to end this cycle immediately. First we 
need to start by creating an economic climate so 
that there are good paying jobs for these children’s 
parents. Next, must have a comprehensive long-
term energy plan that leverages all available Ameri-
can energy so that American families will pay less at 
the pump.

We must make certain that health, safety and 
well-being of these children and all of our children 
is maintained so that these children have a bright 
future.

dave Loebsack:

I grew up in poverty and was raised 
by my single mom and my grand-
mother. I know first-hand what it 
is like to wonder where your next 
meal will come from and how to af-

ford a new winter coat.  It is unacceptable for chil-
dren to go hungry, and as a member of the House 
Education and the Workforce Committee, I fought 
to improve the school lunch program to ensure 
Iowa students can access healthy free and reduced 
price school meals.  

I helped to enact the Children’s Health Insurance 
Reauthorization Act of 2009 which expanded the 
Child Health Insurance Program to cover 4 million 
more children. I also supported the Affordable Care 
Act which includes subsidies for families whose 
employers do not provide health care coverage.   

In addition, one of the first votes I took after being 
elected to represent the Second Congressional Dis-
trict was to raise the minimum wage. Since then, I 
have continued to fight for working families, includ-
ing by cosponsoring the Paycheck Fairness Act to 
end pay inequality which hurts Iowa families.  

I have long fought to increase funding for the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program to ensure 

(Continued on back cover)
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QUESTION SIx

opportunity
Background
Even as the U.S. becomes more diverse, pronounced disparities in child outcomes exist across racial and 
economic lines remain. In Iowa, 21.2 percent of all 0-4 year olds are either nonwhite or Hispanic, as are 17.5 
percent of school-aged children (5-17). Meanwhile, 10.6 percent of working-age adults are either nonwhite or 
Hispanic, but only 2.9% percent of the senior (65+) population.

Question
What federal actions should be taken to ensure children have equal opportunities for success and know they 
can succeed if they work to the best of their abilities?

John Archer:
Every man, woman and child in 
America is burdened with just over 
$50,000 in debt because our fed-
eral government has not gotten 
spending under control. This will 

affect future generations; we are burdened with 
more debt, more doubt and more despair.
What needs to happen is that the federal govern-
ment needs to stop spending more than it takes 
in and we need to grow the economy so that all 
Americans can prosper. The American Dream is 
alive; but we must take serious action so that every 
child in this great Nation has the necessary tools to 
succeed.

dave Loebsack:
Every child deserves the oppor-
tunity to work hard and succeed 
no matter their background. As a 
member of the Education and the 
Workforce Caucus, I have worked 

to ensure that all children receive a top quality 
education. The Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act must be reauthorized and No Child Left 
Behind must be reformed and improved in order 
to increase local flexibility to address the unique 
needs of each community and of each child. As the 
husband of a retired second grade teacher and as 
a former educator myself, I know the diverse needs 
of each individual student and believe schools must 
have the resources and flexibility to address them. 
As co-chair of the Rural Education Caucus, I have 
worked to ensure that students in rural areas have 
the same opportunities as their peers. 

I have also worked hard to make higher education 
and job training available to all Iowans. I strongly 
support Job Corps and have visited Iowa Job Corps 
sites. I have also introduced legislation to expand 
job training so that Iowans have the skills they need 
to secure good jobs. I wouldn’t have had the oppor-
tunity to attend college without financial assistance 
and have fought for increased access to Pell Grants 
and student loans.
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QUESTION SEVEN

nurturinG
Background
Family is the foundation for the next generation. Children do best in families with stable, nurturing, consistent 
care.  But family structure is changing in America, most notably an increase in single parenting. Two-thirds 
(67.5%) of children live with their married parents, an all-time low in Iowa, while 17.6 percent live with the 
mother only, 6.8 percent with the father only, and 4.4 percent with a grandparent.

Question
What federal actions can be taken to address the growth in single parenting and its risks for children’s nurtur-
ing and development?

John Archer:
This is a challenge many families 
in America face, however this is an 
instance where communities are 
presented with the opportunity to 
help one another. Our strong com-

munities coupled with increased economic oppor-
tunities will aid these families.

dave Loebsack:
I was raised in poverty by a single 
mother and know firsthand how 
hard it is for single parents to make 
ends meet and to afford child care.  
Initiatives like unemployment and 

TANF provide a safety net for single families who 
find themselves in difficult circumstances. I’ve 
helped push through important improvements to 
help Iowa parents in these tough economic times. 
This includes successfully fighting to ensure Iowa 
qualifies for additional unemployment insurance. I 
have also fought to improve the school lunch pro-
gram. Sadly, for too many Iowa students the free or 
reduced price breakfasts and lunch they receive at 
school are the only meals they can count on. That’s 
why I fought to make those meals healthier and 
more accessible.  
I am also supportive of community based solutions 
to assist single-parents. I cosponsored the Full-Ser-
vice Community Schools Act, which would support 
full-service community schools. These schools work 
with local organizations and the private sector to 
coordinate a wide range of services to students and 
their parents, such as health clinics, mental health 
counseling, nutrition education, and career advice.  
I fully support this type of initiative to help fill gaps 

(Continued on back cover)
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To learn more, contact Sheila Hansen (shansen@cfpciowa.org) or 
Danielle Oswald-Thole (danielleot@cfpciowa.org) or visit 

www.everychildcountsiowa.org

Every Child Counts is the advocacy initiative of

Child and Family Policy Center
505 5th Avenue, Suite 404

Des Moines, IA 50309 
(515) 280-9027

that Iowans can afford to keep their houses warm in winter and have strongly supported 
funding for afterschool programs. In addition, as someone who wouldn’t have been able 
to attend college without financial assistance, I have successfully fought to expand ac-
cess to Pell Grants and to make student loans more affordable.  

I will never forget the struggles that my family experienced when I was growing up and I 
will continue to fight for Iowa children and families. 

in services that may be difficult for many single parents to provide.   

Loebsack Question 5, continued from page 7: 

Loebsack Question 7, continued from page 9: 


