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The VOTE for KIDS New York campaign is a statewide initiative by the independent, 
nonpartisan organizations Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy, Westchester Children’s 
Association, and The Children’s Agenda in Monroe County that aims to elevate New York's 
children and youth to the top of the public agenda among candidates, elected officials, media, 
and the general public during the upcoming elections. 
 
As a critical part of the campaign, candidates for the general election in the United States 
House of Representatives, New York State Senate, and New York State Assembly were invited 
to answer some questions about children’s issues in New York State.   
 
VOTE for KIDS New York is a nonpartisan effort; the three organizations do not support or 
oppose any candidate for public office. We understand that voters do and should make 
decisions based on a variety of qualifications that go beyond responses to any one 
questionnaire. Candidate responses or lack thereof are included in their entirety and in the 
manner that we received them.  
 
Please review these results and pass this document along to your friends, neighbors, 
colleagues, and family before the November 6th election 
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UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

District 16 (Eastchester, part of Greenburgh, Mamaroneck, Mount Vernon, New 
Rochelle, Pelham, part of Rye, part of Scarsdale, Yonkers, and parts of the 
Bronx) 
 

Joseph Diaferia (Gre)  

 
Best Way to Contact: http://diaferiaforcongress.info  

 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
1.) Increased funding for day care   
2.) A federal New Deal-Style employment program   
3.) A system of national health care.  
4.) A guaranteed anuual income for every person, 21 years of age and older,   
 living in the U.S. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
1.) System of national health care  
2.) A radically expanded WIC program. 

 
Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
Work for increases in funding for public education in order to eliminate the "need" for 
private schools and charter schools. Will fight for repeal of NCLB, and emphasis on actual 
teaching and learning, instead of mere test preparation. 

 
 
 

http://diaferiaforcongress.info/
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Joseph Diaferia (continued)                          

Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
Will work for increased funding for cultural arts programs and extra curricular activites. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
The federal employment program that I have proposed would likely address these 
matters.Frequently, children are abused and neglected as a result of the economic 
desperation faced by their parents. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
  

X 
 

Raising the minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health 
Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding 21st Century Community 
Learning Center after-school programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Explain: 
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Eliot L. Engel (D) 

 
Best Way to Contact:  www.engelforcongress.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  

We must do everything we can to eliminate poverty while at the same time ensuring that 
those who live below the poverty line have access to services.  That means fully funding 
programs like Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), unemployment benefits, 
Head Start, and access to school breakfast and lunch.  These vital programs help families in 
need, and keep children in school – providing the best way toward education and a pathway 
out of poverty. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 

I was proud to vote for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which I believe will 
significantly benefit the health of all New York children.  I am particularly proud that this law 
includes vital protections for young New Yorkers, including prohibiting insurance companies 
from imposing pre-existing condition exclusions on children’s policies, banning  insurers 
from dropping insurance coverage for children once they become sick, and eliminating 
annual and lifetime coverage limits, which do the greatest harm to the sickest children.  I 
will continue to fight against efforts to reduce SNAP funding, block grant the Medicaid 
program and repeal the Affordable Care Act. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 

I will continue to support programs that improve the education and development of all 
children, while helping close the education and development gaps among children from 
different ethnic and income backgrounds. Providing early learning programs, good 
nutrition, and a stable environment for young children is paramount to their early  
 

http://www.engelforcongress.com/
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Eliot L. Engel (continued)                                                 

development. I will also to continue to support early learning opportunities such as Head 
Start. That is why I will continue working to fund and expand the WIC program, as well  
TANF.  We must do all we can to make sure that every child has an equal chance to succeed 
in school and in life. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 

I will continue to support full funding for Federal education programs. Before House 
Republicans banned earmarks in 2010, I was able to direct federal money to a number of 
afterschool and gang prevention programs.  But now our local school districts are slashing 
extracurricular activities to try to make ends meet. Our students, especially at risk students, 
need the support provided by those programs, and by cutting them we risk losing 
thousands of young people to crime and other problems. We can and must support these 
programs, not just for the children affected now, but for the millions that will follow. 
Balancing the budget on the backs of children risks our future and is not the answer. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 

I recognize that child abuse and neglect is a significant social concern.  As I have done 
throughout my career, I will continue fighting to strengthen and fully fund programs that 
benefit the youngest and most vulnerable members of our society.  In particular, I have long 
been a staunch supporter of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, which creates a 
single federal focus for preventing and responding to child abuse and neglect.  Among other 
things, it authorizes grants to improve child protective service systems, investigate and 
prosecute child abuse or exploitation cases, and promote efforts related to the 
identification, prevention, and treatment of child abuse and neglect. 
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Eliot L. Engel (continued)                                                 

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, 
and prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing 
constituent demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How 
important are each of the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax 
Credit    

X 

Raising the minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child 
care subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding 21st Century 
Community Learning Center 
after-school programs 

   
X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Explain: 
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Joseph McLaughlin (R)  

 
Contact Information: email: joe@joemclaughlinforcongress.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
Having been raised in a single-parent household on $24,000 I know the value of a dollar, the 
importance of education and the blessing of a strong family and community.A job is the 
best social program and family value and the government must allow free enterprise create 
jobs. With social safety nets there is always going to be huge holes or blindspots and this 
are magnified the further the coverage is coming from the problem. Succintly said, the  
federal government is ill prepared to work to help individuals and families on a case by case 
basis and by trying to do so have created beuracracies that put help that is needed timely a 
great distance away from the indivuals or family in need. I believe effective and timely help 
first comes from, family, then church, then community and then a government entity. This 
formula is more reactive to unique situations than any top down government run system is. 
There is a place for government, but it must only be for the things we as a community can't 
handle ourselves. I propose to limit the size of government and the cost of government to 
keep more money in the household, the community and at the ready for the needy. A 
progressive flat tax rate of 10% , 15% and 30% with an automatic 10% deduction per 
taxpayer to be used for his or hers own, their family, or strangers healthcare cost, education 
cost or any charity puts the money/help in the hands of your neighbors. Another deduction 
of 15% for individual retirement plans allows people to pay taxes on only 75% of their 
income while providing for their own future and security and allow them to be as generouss 
to their neighbors as they want. I believe you should not be taxed again if you want to gift 
some money to a family member. I also would like to see that everyone making under 
$250,000 does not pay capital gains tax. I would pursue Tort Reform and allow health 
insurance to be purchased acroos state lines to bring down healthcare costs. Individuals 
make better decision with their own money and cash always gets a discount. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
Tort reform, a better education system that would allow more kids to aspire to be Doctors 
can help bring more doctors to provide care and Doctors are better suited to determine 
care and convince people to follow a regimen for healththan any government board can 
ever So repeal Obamacare is number 1. School should have physical education classes of at  

mailto:joe@joemclaughlinforcongress.com
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Joseph McLaughlin (continued)                                                

least 1hr per day and kids required to take it with extremely limited excusable 
exceptions.Kids must be taught to read, to write, to critically reason, to debate, to budget 
and to use mathematics and science at a much higher standard than today so that they can 
see the value in staying healthy. Governmet at federal level needs to fix medicaid and 
medicare and create an environment that fosters breakthroughs in science to fight the 
catastrophic and let the individual fight the mundane and let doctors get you over the flu, 
fight cancer and avoid heart disease etc. 

 
Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
School Choiday is critical, bu, I believe the ability of at least one parent to be home everyday 
during these critical years is the best thing possible. Kids are sponges at that age and having 
one on one with a parent is better than a teacher with 5 to 30 kids. That being said there 
are social skills as well as educational benefits to a classroom setting and not everyone is 
going to have the ability to have aparent stay home. So, we need to re-think daycare and 
work schedules so that even single moms and dads can make a living without feeling like 
they never see ther kids. My 10% pre-tax deduction can go a long way towards this as the 
parents money follows there kids to the school of there choice not sending their money to 
the government and having no choice. The pre-tax deduction dollars can be used for 
accredited day-care. Teaching like medicine is a missionary pursuit and only gets perverted 
when the government gets involved. Teachers and Medical professionals are driven to 
educate and heal before anything elses. Governments want to rule and politicians want to 
get re-elected and sometimes unholy alliances are formed to keep politicians in power and 
teachers,doctors parents and students are left on the outside looking in on discussions 
regarding them. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I will try to limit government interference and beauracrcy so that jobs are more plentiful 
and families can have money provide for their kids and spend time with their kids. Repeal 
bad regulations that limit small business creation. Tort reform so that after school programs 
can afford to be run. 
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Joseph McLaughlin (continued)                                                

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
Teachers are sometimes the ones that can first identify abuse, anti-social behavior and 
outright criminal behavior and are limited in what they can tell parents, advise children or 
report to police. This is mostly the case in Public Schools and why the parent teacher 
relationship needs to be restored. Not being a psychologist or any type of mental healthcare 
professional I do not think I can offer a solution. As a parent, an uncle a son and a friend I  
can only sympathize with these children and sincerely say that I would be open to having a 
frank national discussion on the state of the family and of foster care. I believe we can only 
be a great society of we can say we take care of the least of us and I don't think there is any 
other person more in need of protection than a child and an abused child needs to re-
introduced to a caring home, community and school as soon as possible and protected from 
and educated about abuse to break the cycle that is to often repeated. 
 

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 
 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising the minimum wage 
 

X 
  

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health Plus 
   

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
 

X 
  

Supporting low-income child care subsidies 
   

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding 21st Century Community 
Learning Center after-school programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 
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Explain:  
I believe state and local officials are better suited to help the educational system and my tax plan replaces earned 
income Tax Credit and makes it more helpful for families by putting the deduction dollars in your hand during the 
year instead of getting it back at the end of the school year.I would eliminate the unfunded mandates coming 
down from the federal government and eliminate the Federal Board of Education and let the State Board of 
Education concentrate on satisfying the needs of the students  and not the the Federal Government. 

 
 

District 17 (Cortlandt, part of Greenburgh, Harrison, Mount Pleasant, Mount 
Kisco, part of New Castle, North Castle, Ossining, Peekskill, part of Rye, part of 
Scarsdale, White Plains, Yorktown, and parts of Rockland County) 

 
 

Joe Carvin (R) - Did not respond. 

 
 
 
Nita Lowey (D/WF) 

 
Best Way to Contact: 914-683-3275, www.loweyforcongress.com/contact  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
On the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee, I 
worked tirelessly on issues affecting children and families. Increased hunger, homelessness 
and unemployment are hurting too many children. That’s why I have strongly supported 
SNAP, school lunch programs, other USDA programs to help families secure nutritious food; 
Hope VI and other federal housing assistance; and various initiatives to support un- and 
under-employed parents to provide financial stability in children’s homes.  I stand firmly in 
support of preserving the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit which reduce the 
tax burdens for families making their way out of poverty and into self-sufficiency.  We must 
also provide tax credits for child care to help with these high costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.loweyforcongress.com/contact
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Nita Lowey (continued)                                                

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
Adequate health care in the early years is vital to ensure children are successful in school 
and grow to be active, capable adults.  My efforts to ensure children’s health include strong 
support for:    

 • Prenatal coverage through Medicaid   
 • SNAP and food stamp assistance  
 • Free and Reduced School Lunch Program  
 • Creation and increased federal support for the State Children’s  

Health Insurance Program   
• Health services through school and community health centers   
• Health and physical education programs aimed at reducing  

childhood obesity and development lifelong healthful habits   
 • Pre-school assistance for low-income families, including health  

intervention 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
Local and national Head Start programs prepare children for school through literacy 
activities, as well as immunizations, vision screenings, dental care, and more.  This is an 
ideal approach to ensure that children have the cognitive skills to prepare them for learning 
in kindergarten and first grade while also ensuring that health issues that can deter learning 
are addressed early.  I will continue to support Head Start. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I am proud to have created the first federal afterschool program. It has grown from a $1 
million pilot in 1996 to a $1 billion federal initiative with great success.  21st Century 
Community Learning Centers give students safe and educational activities that help 
development and student achievement while giving parents peace of mind and relief from 
costly child care.  Studies have shown that afterschool programs help students improve  
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Nita Lowey (continued)                                                

their academic achievement, and parents agree that they help reduce the risk for children 
to engage in dangerous activities. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
Children, particularly those in foster care or the corrections system, can often benefit from 
“wrap around” services.  That is why I was proud to secure funding for a pilot project in Port 
Chester, NY, for a school based health center in the 1990s, which has turned into a national 
program.  Investments in wrap around services such as health care, behavioral specialists, 
and psychological testing has proven to reduce recidivism in youth involved in the juvenile 
justice system and improve academic success. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising the minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health 
Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding 21st Century Community 
Learning Center after-school programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Explain:  
The keys to future economic growth are additional investments in education and job training today. 
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Francis Moganthaler (WTP)- Did not respond. 

 
 
District 18 (Bedford, Lewisboro, part of New Castle, part of North Castle, North 
Salem, Pound Ridge, Somers, part of Yorktown, and parts of Putnam and Orange 
Counties) 
 
 
Nan Hayworth (R) – Did not respond.  

 
 
 

Sean Patrick Maloney (D/WF) 

 
Best Way to Contact: 845-831-9110 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
We need to make sure that we are creating jobs here in the Hudson Valley. My opponent 
has voted with the Tea Party to block numerous job packages that would have created jobs 
here. We have to make sure that heads of household are able to provide for their families 
with good paying jobs and this way ensure children's basic economic needs are met. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
We need to ensure that all children have access to quality healthcare. My opponent has 
voted to end the requirement that children be able to stay on their parents health 
insurance until age 26 and to block grant Medicaid back to the states. That's just wrong. I 
will ensure that we invest in healthy nutrition programs like the Women, Infants and 
Children program. 
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Sean Patrick Maloney (continued)                                                

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
We need to ensure that families have access to the resources they need to provide for their 
children. This means creating good jobs right here in the Hudson valley. And programs like 
the WIC program that ensure that families have access to quality nutrition for their children 
need to be supported and fully funded. 

  
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
There are many organizations that provide community based programs that help provide 
access to positive out of school activities. Our communities need a partner in the federal 
government. I can't stress enough the need to invest in our communities, in our school and 
in our teachers. Properly funded school can have successful extracurricular activities that 
also encourage kids to be involved and find their way in the world. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
We need to create an emphasis on education. We need to invest in our school and in our 
teachers so that these vulnerable children can have mentors that can guide them the right 
way. We need to make sure that the state governments receive adequate funding to take 
care of those children in need as well as find child abuse wherever it is and make sure that 
those kids are also protected from dangerous environments. 
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Sean Patrick Maloney (continued)                                                

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax 
Credit   

X 
 

Raising the minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
 

Supporting low-income child 
care subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
  

X 
 

Expanding 21st Century 
Community Learning Center 
after-school programs 

   
X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Explain: 
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New York State Senate 
 

District 34 (Pelham, and parts of the Bronx) 
 
Jeffery D. Klein (D) 

 
Best Way to Contact: jdklein@nysenate.gov or (800)718-2039 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
I am working to pass my Senate bill, S6413, to raise New York's minimum wage to $8.50 and 
index it annually to the rate of inflation.  I support the Fair Pay Act ans well as efforts to 
expand affordable housing and health care to help alleviate two of the major financial 
burdens on low-income families. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I have supported expansions of the Child Health Plus program and free asthma screenings 
for local children.  I currently sponsor legislation to promote children's health by combatting 
asthma (S5863) and childhood obesity (S6423), as well as a bill that would help New Yorkers 
facing food insecurity by facilitating the donation of surplus food from school cafeterias to 
food pantries. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
I support making Universal Pre-K available statewide, and improving access to Early 
Intervention and Preschool Special Education services for children who need extra help to 
be ready for school.  I also support increasing state funding for quality child day care 
services for working families. 

 
 
 

mailto:jdklein@nysenate.gov
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Jeffrey D. Klein (continued)                                                

Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I support state school aid reforms to direct more state funding to high-needs and high-
poverty school districts whose students are least likely to have acess to enriching extra-
curricular activities.  I support increasing state funding for after-school programs and youth 
summer employment targeting at-risk youths. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
I will work to expand access to integrated post-care services to connect these young people 
with necessary health, education, housing and employment services before and after they 
exit state care.  I support automatic Medicaid eligibility until age 21 so this vulnerable 
population can access critical health and mental health services regardless of income.  I also 
support the creation of a state-sponsored tuition waiver program to help young people 
leaving or preparing to leave state care continue their education at community colleges or 
public colleges and universities. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
  

X 
 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health 
Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
  

X 
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Jeffrey D. Klein (continued)                                                

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies   

X 
 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs   

X 
 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment   

X 
 

Change NY State Law to include 16- and 
17-year olds in the juvenile rather than 
the adult criminal justice system 

  
X 

 

Explain: 
I support merging the protective features of criminal and family court to handle 16-and 17-year olds in a 
special youth division of criminal court rather than diverting them to overburdened family courts. 

 
 
 
 
Carl Lundgren (Gre) 

 
Best Way to Contact: Email: cllundgren@earthlink.net; Phone: 347-948-4010;  

Address: 2267 Haviland Ave., Bronx NY 10462 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
As a State Senator, I would draft and/or cosponsor legislation that would address the 
following:  *Expand Head Start and Pre- and neo-natal programs.   

*adopt the Green Party's call for Youth Rights (Sec II.8 of the GPUS Platform)   
*Maintaining and increasing the earned income tax credit for families in which 
parents live with their children   
*Provide a living wage which will allow families not to fall below the poverty line 

 
 

mailto:cllundgren@earthlink.net
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Carl Lundgren (continued)                                                

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I will continue to advocate for (along with the Green Party) a Single Payer Health Care 
System - Medicare for All - that would cover all citizens from "cradle to grave".   I would 
draft and/or co-sponsor legislation banning all processed and junk foods from our schools 
and utilizing only organic, non-GMO foods in lunch programs. I consider giving children fast 
food a form of child abuse.   I support subsidies for organic farms and farmers, locally grown 
produce, and neighborhood community gardens and farms. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
Proper nutrition and access to health services are an imperative. Please refer to previous 
questions for related answers. We need to provide more open green spaces free of artificial 
turf - fake grass- in which the youngest of children can experience fresh air and sunshine. 
It's been found that the symptoms of a number of neurochemical conditions such as ADHD 
can be relieved when children are exposed to greenery. Children need to be allowed and 
encouraged to explore and discover the world around them by themselves in safe, 
supervised and nurturing settings. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
Increase funding and availability of after school programs for children in diverse areas of 
interest. More importantly, especially for older children, is to have them involved in the 
decision making processes and in developing the programs. It's not enough to provide 
services. Children need to be empowered. Many of the problems mentioned stem from not 
listening and acknowledging what children think and feel. 
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Carl Lundgren (continued)                                                

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
We need to understand that the whole fabric of society is interconnected and that dealing 
with only one aspect doesn't address the other issues that underlie the problem.  Although 
it might seem obvious, a child must never be even remotely blamed for any abuse or 
neglect they suffer. Parents and other caregivers need to be provided with access to 
counseling and preventive services before neglect occurs. I would seek to establish 
neighborhood based nonviolent communications / conflict resolution centers that could 
help parents understand the needs and feelings they have that lead to taking it out on their 
children. These centers would also provide alternatives to incarceration for youth 
offenders.Teachers, counselors, social workers and the police need to be trained 
better...and paid better. They must be given the support systems they need to intervene 
when abuse or neglect is suspected. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus   

X 
 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
 

X 
  

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs   

X 
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Carl Lundgren (continued)                                                

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

   
X 

Explain: 
These services will only be efective if they're provided in an environment in which children are nurtured, 
encouraged and respected. I don't support "for profit" groups being involved in any of these programs nor in 
our health care system. Children have a right to all these services. 

 

 

Elizabeth Perri (C) – Did not respond.  

 

 

District 35 (Greenburgh, part of New Rochelle, Scarsdale, part of White Plains, 
and Yonkers) 
 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D)  

 
Best Way to Contact: Phone 914-423-4031 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
I will continue to fight for adequate funding for TANF programs, including child care 
subsidies and food assistance, which will help needy families raise their children at home. I 
also am a strong advocate for creating linkages between our upstate farmers and urban 
centers so our farmers thrive and children and families have healthy, locally grown food 
options. Investment in public education is also critical as are job training programs for low 
income parents, job readiness programs for youth and youth employment programs such as 
the New York Youth Works Program, all of which I strongly support. 
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Andrea Stewart-Cousins (continued)                                                

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I will continue to take action to ensure all children have access to affordable, quality health 
coverage. In 2010, I sponsored and passed a law called the Child Health Plus School Meal 
Enrollment Coordination Act. This law makes it easier for the parents of children who 
receive free or reduced-price meals at school to apply for state health insurance. Thanks to 
this law, a child who receives free or reduced- price meals can use that eligibility as proof of 
income for Child Health Plus or Children's Medicaid. While other criteria are required, this 
law has helped children from low-income households receive access to good nutrition and 
health care. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
I will continue to fight for the funding and expansion of pre kindergarten and early 
childhood education programs throughout the state. Early education lays the foundation for 
academic success and creates greater opportunities in a child's life, so it is critical that the 
state make smart investments in universal pre-k and other early child development 
programs. I currently sponsor legislation which would increase universal pre kindergarten 
funding to the City of Yoc nkers School District to account for the dramatic enrollment 
growth they have experienced in the past several years. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I was a strong supporter of the New York Youth Works Program, which helps at-risk youth in 
targeted cities find jobs. I created a program in my district called JAM (Just About Me) which 
is a motivational speaker series that reaches out to young people in municipal housing. 
Topics have included self esteem, healthy relationships and career advice. Finally, I am a 
strong supporter of after school programs and community centers and will continue to 
support these important networks for students. 
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Andrea Stewart-Cousins (continued)                                               
 
In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
We must take a front line approach. In 2010, I was responsible for bringing Project SNUG to 
Westchester County and the City of Yonkers. This front line anti gun and gang violence 
initiative reaches out directly to at risk youth in the streets to stop shootings and curb 
violence. The Yonkers Police Department credits SNUG with reducing shootings in the 
targeted areas of the city, and a year later, I successfully fought to bring another round of 
State funding to Yonkers for this program. I will also continue to support efforts to keep 
families together by providing resources and aid to kinship caregiver programs and making 
reforms to the juvenile justice system. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health Plus 
   

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care subsidies 
   

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School Programs 
   

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth Employment 
   

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- and 17-year 
olds in the juvenile rather than the adult 
criminal justice system 

   
X 

Explain: 
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District 36 (Mount Vernon and parts of the Bronx) 

Ruth Hassell-Thompson (D) –Did not respond. 

 

Robert Diamond (R) –Did not respond.  

 

 
District 37 (Bedford, Eastchester, Harrison, Mamaroneck, part of New Rochelle, 
North Castle, Rye, part of White Plains, part of Yonkers) 
 
Bob Cohen (R/I/C) 

 
Best Way to Contact:  info@bobcohen2012.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
Despite our budget crisis, we can't allow children to go without food, health care, or a 
proper education. I will protect basic-needs programs from budget cuts and fight for 
increased school aid to underserved communities in Westchester. But more importantly, 
the best anti-poverty program for a child is a good job for the parents. That's why I will 
support policies that will foster development in places like New Rochelle and Port Chester 
and the rest of the state, to bring more businesses and well-paying jobs to New York, and 
help lift people out out of poverty and into the middle class. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I will fight to prevent further cuts to Family Health Plus and Child Health Plus, which are 
critical to the provision of quality health care to children. I also support expanded 
educational initiatives to promote health eating habits in schools, including providing 
healthier lunch options in school cafeterias. 
 
 
 

mailto:info@bobcohen2012.com
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Bob Cohen (continued)                                                

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
I send all three of my children to pre-school and kindergarden, and I agree that early 
childhood education is critical to putting kids on the track to educational success. I would 
support legislation in Albany that would make kindergarden mandatory, and more 
importantly, I would insist that Albany fund that basic education rather than pass on the 
costs to local taxpayers. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I support increasing school aid to Westchester schools, which will allow local districts to 
spend additional funds on out of school programs, libraries, and extracurricular activities, as 
well as primary education itself. We need to approach all of these funding decisions through 
the prism of effectiveness and whether or not they improve the lives and prospects of our 
children. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
As a parent of three children, I care deeply about these issues. I support extended the 
statute of limitations on child abuse crimes, and support the legislation which passed the 
assembly requiring School Superintendents to report cases of suspected child abuse. We 
need to work to improve the effectiveness of the programs that exist, and create new ones 
if they don't. We can't allow children to get lost in the system and never have a real chance 
for a normal, happy childhood. 
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Bob Cohen (continued)                                                

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
  

X 
 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus   

X 
 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
  

X 
 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies   

X 
 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
  

X 
 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs   

X 
 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment   

X 
 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

  
X 

 

Explain: 
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George Latimer (D/WF) 

 
Best Way to Contact: georgeslatimer@gmail.com, 914-630-7480, 255 Halstead Avenue 
Harrison, NY 10528 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
The first thing that I would do is work to increase the minimum wage in New York. I have 
voted for this in the past session and I will work to get it passed in the State Senate where it 
was blocked this year. This measure will support working parents and working children. 
Additionally, I support Medicaid and Child Health Plus so that doctors visits and medication 
are not hard choices pitted against food, housing, and adequate clothing.  I will work closely 
with the WCA on other initiatives to assist these families. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I believe in supporting Medicaid and Child Health Plus along with Family Health Plus to 
ensure that our families and children get the health care we need. I also support funding for 
free or reduced price lunches in our schools and will always fight to ensure that the funding 
is there for this priority. I also support initiatives to ensure that those meals that are offered 
are filled with more nutritious choices.   Finally, raising the minimum wage will put more 
money in the hands of struggling parents and young people who make tough choices on 
what to buy with their limited resources. Finally, I will advocate and work closely with food 
pantries to ensure that adequate resources are available for those willing to accept the 
helping hand of our communities. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
I would like to expand opportunities to begin education sooner with universal pre-k. Again, 
nutrition and the resources to provide good nutrition are a top priority of mine. I believe 
that early nutrition allows for proper cognitive development. Thus, funding for food stamps, 
WIC, and a hard push to raise the minimum wage should all help in this goal. 

 

mailto:georgeslatimer@gmail.com
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George Latimer (continued)                                                

Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I believe that we must fight unfunded mandates from Albany that cripple the ability of our 
local school districts to provide extra-curricular activities due to budgetary constraints. 
Westchester has the highest property taxes in the State and that fact is mostly driven by 
school spending. We are proud of our schools and we should be. That said, we must begin 
to keep those dollars focused on our children and their activities so that we can keep our 
students healthy and safe. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
I believe that child abuse is one of the worst forms of criminal activity as it is committed 
against those who cannot protect themselves. I will always vote to insure funding for social 
service providers and foster parents to insure there are those looking to provide safety ans 
security for our children. The 630 youth in our correction system should be examined with 
an eye toward leniency for low level crimes and those who have committed youthful 
indiscretion. The correction system has become far to geared toward punishment and 
retention as opposed to "correction" or rehabilitation. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
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George Latimer (continued)                                                

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
  

X 
 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
  

X 
 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment   

X 
 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

  
X 

 

Explain: 
Resources are difficult to come by in the current economic climate. While it is difficult to prioritize these 
issue because I find them each important, I do believe that those programs we can afford must raise to the 
level political momentum. 

 

 

District 38 (Ossining and parts of Rockland County) 
 
David Carlucci (D/I/WF) 

 
Best Way to Contact: Phone (845) 623-3627, 95 South Middletown Rd Nanuet NY 10954 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
In order to ensure that children’s basic economic needs are met I will continue to support 
programs to help New York’s hard working families. We must increase the minimum wage 
so that families can meet their basic needs. I have also introduced legislation that will set 
standards for cash income earners who apply for the Earned Income Tax Credit. This will 
allow people to know what they need to apply so that they are not denied a credit that they  
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David Carlucci (continued)                                                

are eligible for. I will also support increased access to affordable housing and child care 
subsidies. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I will continue to work with my colleagues and the Governor to implement the Health Care 
Exchange in New York which will lower health care costs for families in New York. We must 
also work to increase access for children to preventative care as well as dental and mental 
health services. I will continue to work to ensure that children have access to healthy foods 
through various programs such as incentivizing local farms to bring fresh produce to the 
cities and promoting healthy school lunches. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
Early childhood programs are key for children to be successful throughout their school 
years. We at the state level must also work to make sure there is a comprehensive system 
in place to coordinate early childhood education programs. I will also continue to work to 
provide funding for programs such as pre-k that increases a child’s school readiness so that 
more children have access to these vital programs. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
After school programs and employment programs are vital for helping children and youth 
be successful throughout and after their schooling ends. I will continue to support funding 
for after school programs as well as continue to support programs that work with student 
to enhance their workplace skills to become employed. I will continue to work with my 
colleagues to support programs, such as the Governor’s Youth Works to help provide 
opportunities for employment for disadvantaged youths. More programs such as the Youth 
Works are needed in New York State. 
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In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
New York must work to provide services and programs to at risk children, especially those 
who have entered the foster care systems. I will continue to support programs that provide 
preventative services to keep children out of the system and those that will provide 
permanent placements for children, such as the Kinship Guardianship program. We must 
ensure that children who enter the juvenile justice system receive the services they need 
while in the system, such as mental health and substance abuse services. We must provide 
appropriate and supportive community based services to provide support to youths when 
they transition home. 
 

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health Plus 
   

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care subsidies 
   

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School Programs 
   

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth Employment 
   

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- and 17-year 
olds in the juvenile rather than the adult 
criminal justice system 

  
X 

 

Explain : 
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Janis Castaldi (R) –Did not respond.  

 
 

District 40 (Cortlandt, Lewisboro, Mount Kisco, Mount Pleasant, New Castle, 
North Salem, Peekskill, Pound Ridge, Somers, Yorktown, and parts of Putman 
County) 
 
Gregory Ball (R/C/I) –Did not respond. 

 
 
Justin Wagner (D/WF) –Did not respond.  

 
 

New York State Assembly 
 

District 88 (Eastchester, part of New Rochelle, Pelham, Scarsdale, part of White 
Plains) 
 

Amy Paulin (D/I/WF) 

 
Best Way to Contact: Amypaulin@gmail.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
Three key elements in providing a child's basic economic needs are: 1) access to adequate 
health care, 2) access to an adequate education and 3) access to adequate housing.  I am 
committed to ensuring that there are sufficient state resources to support children in these 
areas. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
New York State has "Child Health Plus" that provides health insurance for children whose 
parents are not otherwise Medicaid eligible.  I fully support this program as well as "Early 
Intervention" programs that address some childhood health issues   I support measures to  

mailto:Amypaulin@gmail.com
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Amy Paulin (continued)                                                

clean up environments (usually urban) that often contribute to childhood diseases such as 
asthma.  I also support state programs that ensure that children in need receive nutritious 
meals in school.  Finally, I have sought to ensure greater access to vaccinations. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
As Chair of the Assembly's Children and Families Committee and a member of the Education 
Committee, this is an issue that is very important to me.  I am a staunch advocate of access 
to quality child care for all families -- this includes support for the "Quality Stars NY" 
program to rate child care programs according to the various factors identified as key to 
early learning and positive social development.  The SED allocated $4M to support 
implementation of this program I and will be seeking an increase in funding in next year's 
budget.    I am a strong proponent of universal pre-K and access to "Early Intervention" 
programs. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
We all know that the answer to this question is funding.  There are many programs that 
provide after-school enrichment for children -- it is a matter of paying for them.  I will 
continue to support additional resources for such programing. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
As Chair of the Children and Families Committee I have focused our energies on prevention.  
I recently held a roundtable of Judges, commissioners of Social Services, education advisors 
and advocates to figure out how we can collectively do a better job for the children in our 
care.  We are attempting to address the issue of educational neglect and how to establish 
best practices for schools, local service and probation departments.  My committee is also 
working to provide quality preventive services aimed a keeping families together.  I will also 
be monitoring the "Close to Home" program to ensure placement of juveniles in non-secure 
and limited secure care in order to for these juveniles to be rehabilitated, supervised and, 
when necessary, confined near their families.  I have also authored legislation to ensure  
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Amy Paulin (continued)                                                

that destitute children are placed in foster homes expeditiously so they can receive 
adequate medical, mental health and education services.  I will continue to work to provide 
for effective and timely permanency planning, incentives for adoption, post-adoption 
support services and funding for kinship guardianship. 
 

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

   
X 

Explain: 
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District 89 (Mount Vernon and part of Yonkers) 
 
J. Gary Pretlow (D/I/WF) 

Best Way to Contact: garyp@legislator.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
in these difficult economic times good jobs are increasingly more difficult to find. Our 
current workforce is skewed toward high-tech jobs which unfortunately many of those 
living in poverty are not trained to fill. To fix this problem we must re-Institute 
manufacturing in New York State, this will create thousands of new jobs.increasing the min. 
wage But before this happens we must ensure that all available financial safety nets are in 
place. Increasing the family allowance as well as housing allowances is imperative. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
as a sponsor of New York's childcare plus legislation as well as family health plus, all children 
in New York have the availability of good health care. Good nutrition is a function of 
education unfortunately non-nutritious foods are cheaper and more readily available than 
wholesome foods, we must make nutritional foods more available. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
mandatory pre-K as well as kindergarten should be instituted in all of our public schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:garyp@legislator.com
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J. Gary Pretlow (continued)                                                

Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
the state should supplement the funding of organizations like the Boys and Girls Club's, YM 
YWCA's Little leagues and similar organizations to ensure our young people have 
somewhere to go after school. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
child-abuse is a tragedy that affects all too many children many laws are currently in place 
to protect our most vulnerable citizens unfortunately these laws only take effect after the 
child has been abused. Education of parents is imperative. As stated above pre-K and after 
school programs would go a long way in reducing the number of youth in correctional 
facilities. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
  

X 
 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies   

X 
 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 
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Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

  
X 

 

Explain: 

 

 

 
District 90 (Yonkers) 
 
Shelley Mayer (D/WF/I) 

 
Best Way to Contact: Friends of Shelley Mayer 644 Yonkers Avenue Yonkers NY 10704  
    (914) 230-0813 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
I will continue to fight to raise the minimum wage to reflect inflation and current economic 
challenges, and to support a living wage on publicly funded projects. I will also continue to 
support efforts, at the county, state, and federal level, to ensure families have access to 
quality, affordable child care and after-school programs. I strongly support enforcement of 
child support obligations, the earned income tax credit and expanded benefits like food 
stamps to supplement low income and working families. I also support more flexible work 
schedules to facilitate work for parents and those supporting children.    
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Shelley Mayer (continued)                                                

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
We have a tremendous opportunity to ensure children and families have access to quality, 
affordable health care by ensuring the NYS Health Care Exchange provides the maximum 
consumer protections and access.  I strongly support Medicaid and Child Health Plus and 
continued access to a full range of health care for children. We also need to ensure 
communities have access to fresh healthy food at reasonable cost and expanded access to 
food stamps. One of my first achievements in my short time serving as an Assemblymember 
was to secure an additional $750,000 in funding for the Yonkers Public Schools’ sports 
programs.  I am a strong proponent of playgrounds, access to school buildings for summer 
and weekend sports and fitness in school spaces. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
As an Assemblymember representing Yonkers, I am acutely aware of the importance of 
early childhood education, especially for children from low-income families and children for 
whom English is not their first language.  The role of a full-day, curriculum aligned, pre-
kindergarten program in bridging educational gaps is well documented.  I will continue to 
fight to restore full day Pre-Kindergarten programs in Yonkers and elsewhere, aligned with 
the public school curriculum, especially for those children who might otherwise not have 
access. I also support continued attention to childcare quality through the Quality Stars 
program and expanded childcare accessibility for working parents, areas where we continue 
to lag behind other states.   

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
As a newly elected Assemblymember in March, I was proud to secure $750,000 in funding 
to restore some of the sports programs to the Yonkers Public Schools.  I fought to restore 
the Advantage After School funding along with the statewide network, and helped revive 
the Hudson Valley group within the network.  I will continue to advocate for funding to 
restore arts and music to our schools. Without extra-curricular clubs, sports, arts and music, 
we are losing the opportunity to engage all of our children.  In addition, I personally  
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Shelley Mayer (continued)                                                

convened a Young Women’s Leadership summit for girls 14 to 17, and also serve as a 
mentor to a young woman in the HerHonor mentoring program. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
We need to ensure our most vulnerable children have opportunities to move beyond the 
circumstances in which they are born. We need an education system, with counselors and 
support staff, that recognizes and is equipped to address the unique circumstances of 
children struggling with abuse and foster care, together with strong afterschool activities 
and networks to provide a safe alternative for kids.  We need strong job-readiness and job 
preparation programs which are integrated with job opportunities. We need OCFS to have 
adequate funding to operate and supervise services for at risk or adjudicated young people. 
I also support changing the law so that those under 18 are not treated as adults in our 
criminal justice system. 
 

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 
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Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

   
X 

Explain: 
We must offer our children an education that prepares them for the 21st century, quality and affordable 
child care and after school services, appropriate health and support services, and services for families and 
children at risk. 

 

 

District 91 (Mamaroneck, part of New Rochelle, Rye) 
 

Steven Otis (D/WF/I) 

 
Best Way to Contact: steve@steveotisassembly.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met? 
There are a variety of issues that come before the legislature that affect children or 
families at economic risk. State budget lines and individual bills affecting child care, 
health care, education, unemployment benefits for adults, food and nutrition programs, 
job training, housing assistance programs, tenant protections and social service 
programs all will impact families living in poverty. Especially in this economy it is vitally 
important a network of services is available to move people out of poverty. I also 
support raising the minimum wage and the fair pay act to help workers earn more 
livable wages.  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:steve@steveotisassembly.com
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Steve Otis (continued)                                                

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I will support legislation and budget proposals that provide health care and nutrition 
services and education. 

 
Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race 
or ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
I strongly support early childhood education and programs to make programs more 
broadly accessible and affordable. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
Many of these programs are sponsored by not-for-profits and local communities. State 
funding is available to assist these programs. This type of assistance should be 
expanded. 

 
In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
The Governor's new Justice Center will help make standards for protection, behavior, 
enforcement and punishment more uniformed and consistent. 
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Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies    

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

   
X 

Explain: 

 
 
 
 

William (Bill) Villanova (R) –Did not respond.  
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District 92 (Greenburgh, Mount Pleasant) 
 
Thomas J. Abinanti (D/WF/I) 

 
Best Way to Contact: 914-328-9000; abinanti2010@aol.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
Insure that all families (caregivers) have basic economic security:   

1. Increase minimum wage, require prevailing wage in certain industries, increase 
unemployment and workers comp benefits to match regional cost of living.   

2. Minimize the impacts of medical care costs by appropriately implementing the 
Affordable Care Act and easing access to local health care sites;   

3. Increase scholarship opportunities at all educational levels; 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
See answer to above question ...especially  minimize the impacts of medical care costs by 
appropriately implementing the Affordable Care Act and easing access to local health care 
sites;  In addition, provide more/better school breakfast and lunch programs and classes in 
proper nutrition. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
No response 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
No response 

mailto:abinanti2010@aol.com
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Thomas J.  Abinanti (continued)                                                

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
No response 
 

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following:  No response 
 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
    

Raising New York's minimum wage 
    

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus     

Increasing home visiting services 
    

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
    

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies     

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
    

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs     

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment     

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

    

Explain: 
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District 93 (Bedford, Harrison, Lewisboro, Mount Kisco, New Castle, North 
Castle, North Salem, Pound Ridge, part of White Plains) 
 
David Buchwald (D/I/WF) 

 
Best Way to Contact: You can contact my campaign at (914) 948-1947 or 
campaign@davidbuchwald.com. You can also connect with me on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/Vote.Buchwald, or stop by one of our offices at 30 Glenn Street in White 
Plains or 15 Kirby Plaza in Mt. Kisco 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
We can start by raising the minimum wage so that people who work hard are better able to 
provide for their families. There are proposals in Albany to raise the minimum wage 
substantially and index it to inflation. I think this is the right approach, and as Assemblyman 
I’ll fight to make sure it’s actually signed into law. I also believe it is essential that we 
provide every child a great education. An education is the most effective anti-poverty 
program I know of, and it’s one that will pay dividends for years. Government should also 
be investing in aggressive efforts to improve our infrastructure and attract high-tech 
industries so that workers can have a career, not just hold down a job. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
One key step is establishing a health insurance exchange. The State Assembly tried to 
establish such an exchange last session, but our current Assemblyman voted against the 
measure and helped Senate Republicans block it from becoming law. While Governor 
Cuomo established an exchange via executive order, I believe we should permanently 
create one legislatively and ensure every family can find coverage. Another tangible step is 
to make a small investment in equipment to allow farmers markets to accept WIC and food 
stamp benefits. While they’re allowed to do so right now, they need better WIFI access and 
card readers to process payment and provide everyone access to fresh, healthful food. 
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Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
We need to start by giving our child care centers, and other community resources like our 
schools and libraries, more resources to provide early childhood education. I’d increase 
state aid to our local school districts. Westchester schools get badly shortchanged by a 
politically jury-rigged system that provides us less than our fair share of aid, and I will work 
tirelessly to change that and provide every school district in Westchester adequate 
resources so that it can provide early childhood education. Another step we can take is to 
lift unfunded mandates that force our schools to spend money on things they don’t want 
when they could be using the funds to pay for early interventions. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
One of the achievements I’m proudest of as a White Plains City Councilmember is that we 
increased library hours by 20% when many cities and towns cut back. This is very important 
to our youth and to young families because it lets them visit the library more frequently. I’d 
like to take that experience and work with other towns across Westchester to see if it’s 
possible to replicate our success on a broader scale – and with similar programs such as 
White Plains’ Youth Bureau. One of the primary ways an Assemblyman can be effective is to 
bring together policy makers from across a broad area to have them find innovative 
solutions to tough, common problems – and that’s a role I’d embrace. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
In light of the New York Times’ expose of systemic problems in one state agency tasked with 
protecting vulnerable populations, I think we need to review procedures from top to 
bottom. One initiative I support with is Governor Cuomo’s decision to close juvenile 
detention facilities upstate and commit to rehabilitating youths close to their homes. 
Keeping juvenile offenders from falling into a pattern of recidivism is a tough problem that 
is best addressed in partnership with their family and community. I also believe we need to 
be doing more to crack down on all domestic violence. I’d support the Domestic Violence 
Escalation Prevention Act, which would limit offenders’ access to firearms. 
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David Buchwald (continued)                                                

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus   

X 
 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
  

X 
 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies   

X 
 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
  

X 
 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

  
X 

 

Explain: 
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Bob Castelli (R/C)   

Best Way to Contact:  DO: castellir@assembly.state.ny.us, 914-686-7335, 4 New King St.    
Ste 125, White Plains, NY 10604.  

CO: office@castelli2012.com, 914-437-9708, 280 N. Bedford Rd. Ste 300,  
Mt Kisco NY 10549 

 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
First, we must invest in high-quality early education, today. Children who have benefitted 
from a solid early educational foundation are proven to be better adjusted socially and have 
higher probabilities of success in future education and life.    Passing economic initiatives 
such as increasing the minimum wage and aggressive incentives to create jobs for all levels 
of wage earners, and additional credits for employers who employ first time workers are 
key to meeting future needs.     As part of the historic Fair Tax deal in 2011, we successfully 
passed an inner-city youth employment program and a $25 million tax credit for employers 
who hire unemployed youth between 16 and 24 years of age. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
We have successfully avoided major cuts to New York’s important Family Health Plus and 
Child Health Plus programs, despite budget tightening in these times of fiscal austerity.     
We have passed important reforms requiring insurance companies to seek approval from 
the Dept. of Financial Services prior to premium hikes in excess of 5%, and mergers.    
Healthy lunch programs are also critical, and I have cosponsored legislation to promote 
healthy eating habits along with providing an additional 10 cents reimbursement per meal 
served. Removing food choices that have proven negative consequences is a step in the 
right direction in preventing childhood obesity. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
Along with supporting budgets that have made childcare more affordable, I have authored 
legislation to invest in our kids by implementing QUALITYstarsNY, a comprehensive, quality 
rating improvement system (QRIS), which is designed to improve the quality of early care  

mailto:castellir@assembly.state.ny.us
mailto:office@castelli2012.com
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Bob Castelli (continued)                                                

and education programs across the state.    High-quality early learning programs help 
children develop valuable social and learning skills, such as understanding the difference 
between right and wrong, and learning respect for others.    High-quality early childhood 
education saves money in the short run by reducing the need for special education and 
repeating grades that strain our school budgets. QUALITYstarsNY would establish uniform 
standards for early learning programs as a basis for monitoring and evaluating the quality of 
programs. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
Thanks to the new tone in Albany and unprecedented bipartisan cooperation, working with 
Governor Cuomo, we were able to provide an increase of approximately $805 million in 
education spending in the 2012-13 State budget.    Westchester Districts have spent this 
money on after-school programs, other academic upgrades, libraries, and healthy school 
lunch programs. We were also able to provide SUNY and CUNY an increase in their base aid 
from the state.    As a college professor, I understand that this important spending increase 
came at a time when our local schools and after-school programs in particular are facing 
challenging times. By properly funding these programs, we have helped ensure that our 
most precious resource, our children, will continue to enjoy access to these out-of-school 
opportunities. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
As a former New York State Trooper for 21 years and a college professor for 15 years, I have 
both a practical and academic knowledge of this issue.      We in the legislature must work 
to create more stringent reporting requirements for these types of incidents. Additionally, 
we must expand the scope of those individuals currently required by law to report these 
incidents. Finally, we must create stiffer penalties for those convicted of these heinous 
crimes.  Additionally, I have also drafted legislation to create Child Safety Zones to keep our 
kids safe from dangerous sexual predators. This legislation would bar registered sex 
offenders from residing, working or entering within 1,000 feet of areas designated as Child 
Safety Zones. 
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Bob Castelli (continued)                                                

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus    

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X 
 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies   

X 
 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
  

X 
 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs   

X 
 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

  
X 

 

Explain: 
As a criminal justice professor, this last category has been debated aggressively, and while some changes are 
needed, the nature of the crime will determine what modifications might be needed here. 
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District 94 (Somers, Yorktown, and part of Putnam County) 
 

Andrew Falk (D/WF) –Did not respond. 

 

 
Stephen Katz (R/C/I) –Did not respond. 

 
 
 
District 95 (Cortlandt, Ossining, Peekskill, and part of Putnam County) 
 
Sandra Galef (D/I) 

 
Best Way to Contact:  914-762-5050   44 Orchard Drive, Ossining, NY 10562 
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
We need to support programs that expand Child Health Plus, invest in community health 
care clinics including child dentistry, provide financial resources and enhanced programs to 
support day care/ child care so that parents can work or get job training, and build on our 
affordable housing programs to expand housing opportunities. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
We need better education and more state and county health policies to encourage parents, 
educators, and businesses to value better nutrition and new standards to turn our problem 
of overweight and obese children (and parents) around. Type 2 diabetes, heart problems, 
strokes, etc.are advancing in numbers which is a real challenge to reverse and health costs 
will build. I believe that schools must be leaders in providing nutritional food in the cafeteria 
and in the vending machines as well as with the breakfast programs. Child Health Plus, the 
new Health Exchange to be established, and the health clinics must take a leadership role in 
this area. 
 
 
 



 55 

Sandra Galef (continued)                                                

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
As a former elementary teacher, I know first-hand how important early education is so that 
children are better prepared when they begin school. We need to support early parental 
education, as well as increase financial aid for day care/ child care, early education and pre-
school programs, and local recreational and public library programs. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
After school programs at day care centers, local recreation centers, libraries, arts and drama 
centers, and at public schools can make a difference in the lives of our children and keep 
them occupied in a creative and positive way. Skills for success in life can be developed at 
the same time. 
 

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
Educating and providing skills to parents or caregivers is very important. After school 
programs as referenced in the question above are essential in addition to good mentoring 
programs. 
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Sandra Galef (continued)                                                

Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not important 

at all 
Not very 

important 
Important 

Highly 
important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
  

X 
 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
   

X 

Supporting Medicaid and Child 
Health Plus   

 X 

Increasing home visiting services 
  

X  

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
  

X  

Supporting low-income child care 
subsidies   

 X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
  

 X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs   

X  

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment   

X  

Change NY State Law to include 16- 
and 17-year olds in the juvenile 
rather than the adult criminal justice 
system 

  
 X 

Explain: 
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Kim Izzarelli (R/C) 

 
Best Way to Contact:  Kim@Kimfor95th.com  
 
Those under 18 represent the population most likely to live in poverty. In New York State 1 
out of 5 children live in households below the federal poverty line ($23,050 for a family of 
four) and 2 out of 5 live in households below 200% of the federal poverty line ($46,100 for a 
family of four). 
 

What actions will you take to ensure children's basic economic needs are met?  
I support maintaining "safety net" programs that ensure children have basic needs met, 
such as: Earned Income Credit, supplemental assistance for food and housing, access to 
health care and Child Health Plus, Medicaid, in addition to other programs outside the 
home that meet needs, such as: early childhood intervention, Universal P-K education and 
public assistance for day care programs, as well as programs that support the social and 
emotional well being of children. 
 

For the first time, the next generation faces the prospect of growing up less healthy, having 
more debilitating and costly chronic health conditions and living shorter lives than their 
parents. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to affordable and quality 
health coverage, and the adequate nutrition they need to grow up healthy? 
I support programs to reduce childhood obesity and promote healthy lifestyles and 
nutrition for children.  I would not support cuts programming that would reduce benefits 
for children. 
 

Brain research and neuroscience have established that the first five years of life are critical for 
a child’s social and cognitive development. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure that all children regardless of family income, race or 
ethnicity start school ready to learn? 
I support state funding for all Childhood Early Intervention and Pre-K programming, and 
programs to improve the quality of those programs, such as QualityStarsNY. I support 
continued Early Intervention testing for children through Kindergarten age and related 
services to provided to those children in need. 

 
Research shows that youth involved in positive out of school activities are less likely to be in 
trouble with the law, less likely to get pregnant, and more likely to succeed in school. 
 

What actions will you take to ensure all children have access to age appropriate out of 
school opportunities and supports? 
I support after-school programming and programs that prepare teens for adulthood, 
including WCA's Connecting Youth Project. 

mailto:Kim@Kimfor95th.com
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Kim Izzarelli (continued)                                                

In New York State in 2010, there were approximately 168,000 reports of child abuse and 
neglect, 23,182 children in foster care and 630 youth in the corrections system. Many exit 
these systems only to enter another a short time later or become disconnected from school, 
work and community. 
 

What actions will you take to address the needs of this vulnerable population? 
I support programs to provide social and emotional well-being to young children and 
families, including preventative mental health services and WCA's Connecting Youth Project, 
and Job Readiness programs. 

 
Over the past few years funding for important services that keep children healthy, safe, and 
prepared for life have been cut. Given tight fiscal resources and competing constituent 
demands, how will you prioritize services for children and youth? How important are each of 
the following: 

 

  
Not 

important at 
all 

Not very 
important 

Important 
Highly 

important 

Increasing Earned Income Tax Credit 
   

X 

Raising New York's minimum wage 
  

X 
 

Supporting Medicaid and Child Health Plus 
   

X 

Increasing home visiting services 
   

X 

Developing QUALITYstarsNY 
   

X 

Supporting low-income child care subsidies 
   

X 

Expanding Universal Pre-K 
   

X 

Expanding Advantage After School 
Programs    

X 

Supporting Job Readiness/ Youth 
Employment    

X 

Change NY State Law to include 16- and 17-
year olds in the juvenile rather than the 
adult criminal justice system 

   
X 

Explain: 
I believe NY is one of only two states that still charges 16, 17 yr olds as adults. This needs to be be changed. 

 



 

SUMMARY OF CANDIDATE RESPONSES – ALPHABETICALLY BY LAST NAME 
Please print the chart below and share with your friends, neighbors, colleagues, and family around the County. 

 
 

 

For more information about the Vote for Kids campaign, please visit: http://wca4kids.org/takeaction/vote.html 
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Thomas Abinanti 92 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 46 

Gregory Ball 40 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 35 

David Buchwald 93 HI HI I I I I I HI HI I 48 

David Carlucci 38 HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI I 32 

Joe Carvin 17 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 13 

Janis Castaldi 38 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 35 

Bob Castelli 93 HI HI HI I HI I I I HI I 51 

Bob Cohen 37 I HI I I I I I I I I 27 

Joseph Diaferia 16 I HI HI HI N/A HI HI HI HI N/A 5 

Robert Diamond 36 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 27 

Eliot Engel 16 HI HI HI HI N/A HI HI HI HI N/A 7 

Andrew Falk 94 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 94 

Sandra Galef 95 I HI HI I I HI HI I I HI 54 

Ruth 
Hassell-

Thompson 
36 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 27 

Nan Hayworth 18 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 

Kim Izzarelli 95 HI I HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI 57 

Stephen Katz 94 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 54 

Jeffrey Klein 34 I HI HI I I I HII I I I 19 

George Latimer 37 HI HI HI I I HI I HI I I 30 

Nita Lowey 17 HI HI HI HI N/A HI HI HI HI N/A 13 

Carl Lundgren 34 HI HI I HI NVI HI HI I HI HI 21 

Sean 
Patrick 

Maloney 18 I HI HI I N/A HI I HI HI N/A 16 

Shelley Mayer 90 HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI 40 

Joseph McLaughlin 16 HI NVI HI NVI N/A HI HI HI HI N/A 10 

Francis Morganthaler 17 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 

Steven Otis 91 HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI 43 

Amy Paulin 88 HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI 35 

Elizabeth Perri 34 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 24 

J. Gary Pretlow 89 HI HI HI I I I HI HI HI I 38 

Andrea 
Stewart-
Cousins 

35 HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI HI 24 

Bill Villanova 91 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 45 

Justin Wagner 40 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 35 

Response Key 
NIA = Not important at all   I = Important 
NVI = Not very important    HI = Highly important 
NR =No response    N/A = Not applicable for federal candidates 
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