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1 / HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT
Over the last two decades, the percentage of children with health insurance has increased, largely as a result of federal and state actions to expand coverage under Medicaid and 
CHIP. Still, 8 percent of all children remain uninsured. Further, children need more preventive and developmental services because they are growing and developing. For the first 
time in our country’s history, children face the prospect of growing up less healthy and living shorter lives than their parents.

Q. What actions will your administration take to ensure all children have health coverage and that this coverage is effective in responding to 
children’s needs for healthy development?

Hillary Clinton
Throughout my career, I’ve 
fought to improve the health 
and well ‐being of children. As 
first lady, I helped create the 
Children’s Health Insurance 

Program (CHIP), which now provides health insurance 
to over 8 million kids. I voted to expand access to health 
care for children many times as a senator. And I strongly 
support the Affordable Care Act, which has helped 
more than 18 million Americans gain coverage, includ‐
ing many parents. We know that when parents gain 
coverage, their children benefit, too. As president, I will 
continue this fight to expand health care for children. 
We also need to do more to ensure that children get off 
to the right start by increasing access to universal health 
screenings and the referrals to high‐ quality health and 
support services.

I will also keep fighting for paid family leave, so every 
parent can take time off from work to bond with and 
care for a new baby or take the time they need to care 
for a sick child. It’s wrong that some families in America 
risk losing desperately‐ needed income when a child is 
born or comes down with the flu or has an asthma at‐
tack.

Martin O’Malley
As president, I will set a na‐
tional goal of ensuring access to 
health care for all. To get there, 
I will work with states that have 
not expanded Medicaid to find 

creative ways to close this coverage gap. I will fight to 
fix the “family glitch,” where under the ACA coverage 
is defined as affordable for an individual, not his or her 
family. This flaw impacts half a million children. And I 
will address high‐cost plans by requiring them to provide 
critical services that keep people healthy—including cer‐
tain drugs—without a deductible or any out‐of‐pocket 
costs.

At the same time, I will build on the ACA’s successes 
to increase access to high‐quality, affordable care. This 
means encouraging states to do what I did in Maryland, 
and shift from paying for the volume to paying for the 
value of care. We must increase support for primary care 
and community health centers, working towards uni‐
versal access to developmental health services. And we 
must fight day in and day out to protect young children 
from threats like lead poisoning and air pollution, as part 
of a broader effort to reduce infant mortality—and keep 
all of our kids healthy and strong. 

Bernie Sanders
In my view, it is an international 
embarrassment that the U.S. 
is the only major industrialized 
country on earth that does not 
guarantee healthcare to every‐

one as a right.

Despite the modest gains of the Affordable Care Act, it is 
unacceptable that nearly 6 million children still have no 
health insurance.

My administration will fight to enact a Medicare for 
all single‐ payer healthcare program to make sure that 
everyone, especially our children, have access to afford‐
able health care.

One of my proudest achievements in the Senate was 
working with Rep. James Clyburn to include an amend‐
ment in the Affordable Care Act that increased fund‐
ing for community health centers by $11 billion. These 
health centers now provide comprehensive and high‐
quality primary health care to the American people re‐
gardless of their ability to pay.  Last year, over 23 million 
Americans received treatment at these health centers. 
Over 30 percent of patients at these health centers are 
children.

We must also ensure that our nation’s children have 
access to healthy meals, and not just during the school 
year. That’s why I’ve fought for the Summer Meals pro‐
gram in Vermont that provides free, nutritious meals to 
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2 / EARLY LEARNING 
Too many American children start school behind and will have trouble catching up. Gaps in development start early, but investments do not. Through a variety of programs, the 
federal government plays a larger role in supporting early learning than it does K‐12 education. Still, with current state and federal investments, for every dollar invested in the 
education and development of a school‐aged child, only seven cents is invested in an infant or toddler and 25 cents in a preschooler. Research on brain development points to the 
birth‐to‐5 years as absolutely critical to success in the school years and adulthood.

Q. What actions will your administration take to close the “readiness gap” that appears before kids start school?

Hillary Clinton
I have been a leader in early 
childhood education for 
decades. As president, I will 
continue fighting for invest‐
ments in education for children 

from birth because research shows that these years are 
absolutely critical to building young minds.

In law school, I studied educational progress during 
the first five years of life at the Yale Child Study Center. 
When I was First Lady of Arkansas, I helped introduce 
the Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Young‐
sters (HIPPY), which provides resources to help parents 
grow their children’s minds before kindergarten. HIPPY 
now has chapters in 21 states and the District of Colum‐
bia.

After leaving the U.S. State Department, I helped launch 
the “Too Small to Fail” Initiative, a national public aware‐
ness campaign to help close the “word gap,” a key ele‐
ment of the “readiness gap.”

As president, I will make investing in early childhood 
education a priority. I’ve called for doubling our invest‐
ment in Early Head Start and Early Head Start–Child 
Care programs, so more low‐income families can give 
full‐day, high‐quality services to their children. And I’ve 
committed to working toward the goal of guaranteeing 
high‐quality preschool for every four‐ year‐old in America 
within the next 10 years.

Martin O’Malley
As Governor of Maryland, I 
made addressing the “readi‐
ness gap” a top priority. We 
understood how important 
high‐quality pre‐K is to making 

sure that students are socially, emotionally, and cogni‐
tively ready to learn—leading to higher literacy rates and 
greater academic success in later years. So I expanded 
access to pre‐K, and increased the number of children 
entering kindergarten fully ready in our state by more 
than 37 percent.

As president, I will build from our successful efforts in 
Maryland to ensure every child in America has access to 
quality early education. This starts with the federal gov‐
ernment playing a bigger role, so that it supports quality 
pre‐K the same way it supports K‐12 education: through 
federal investments, in partnership with states, that 
guarantee access to every student. These investments 
should be phased in, expanding access first to children 
from low‐income families and building to universal pre‐K 
over time, thereby directing resources to where they are 
needed most.

Bernie Sanders
I strongly agree with your as‐
sessment.

Every psychologist who has 
studied this issue agrees that 
the most formative years of 

a human beings life is from zero to four. And yet we 
have millions of young children who are in inadequate 
child‐care facilities with adults who lack the training and 
expertise to effectively nurture them.

As a nation, we must ensure every child has access to 
high quality early education programs.

As president, I would work to implement a comprehen‐
sive program that will ensure all families, regardless of 
income, will have access to a quality early child care and 
education program that meets their needs.

This program would be comprehensive, and provide 
children with opportunities from birth. We would invest 
in educational quality, and ensure children have op‐
portunities to develop the pre‐literacy, pre‐math and 
problem solving skills that are so essential to success in 
later years.

We also need to make these programs a primary contact 
point for social services, and ensure low‐income children 
are receiving adequate health care, mental health and 
nutrition services.

Family engagement is also incredibly important to clos‐

Continued on back page



3 / SCHOOL SUCCESS
While Americans highly value education, too many American students lag in performance and achievement. While states and communities play the primary role in educating 
primary and secondary students, the federal government plays a key role in ensuring that the needs of all students, whatever their backgrounds and special concerns, are met.

Q. What actions will your administration take to ensure that the United States has a strong primary and secondary education system that meets 
every child’s needs?

Hillary Clinton
I believe every child deserves 
a high‐ quality primary and 
secondary education, no matter 
his or her race, income, or ZIP 
code. I have been working to 

improve and support our public schools for decades. 
Throughout my career I have worked to ensure that 
every child reaches his or her full potential, and I know 
a quality education is essential to reach that goal. When 
I was First Lady of Arkansas, I chaired the Arkansas 
Educational Standards Commission where I worked to 
raise standards for Arkansas’ schools, increase teacher 
salaries, and lower class size. I continued in this ef‐
fort as First Lady of the United States and as a senator, 
working throughout my career to provide dedicated 
resources and support to teachers and to recruit, sup‐
port, and retain more outstanding teachers. We need to 
attract a whole new generation to teaching because it 
is critical that our students have well ‐prepared and well‐ 
supported teachers.

First, we must make improving our educational system 
a priority. This is not something that will happen on its 
own.

Second, we need to invest in the people who spark our 
children’s curiosity and imbue them with love of learn‐
ing: teachers. I’m honored to have the endorsement of 
the National Education Association and the American 

Martin O’Malley
I believe that the federal 
government does have a role 
to play, alongside states and 
communities, to ensure that a 
quality education is available to 

every child in America—one that prepares students for 
college or a good‐paying job.

In Maryland, we invested more, not less, in the com‐
mon good and future of our state—increasing funding 
for public education by 37 percent, investing a record 
amount in school construction, supporting our teachers, 
and making sure that our schools did far more to pre‐
pare students for college or their career. Together, these 
steps earned our schools a #1 in the nation ranking, for 
an unprecedented five years in a row.

As president, I will take a similar approach. I will work to 
modernize and elevate the teaching profession, part‐
nering with states to ensure that they have the training 
they need to be successful, to recruit and support more 
diverse and qualified teachers, and to do more to reward 
excellent teachers, especially at hard‐to‐staff schools. I 
will fight to equitably fund our schools, protecting the 
Title I program that funds low‐income schools, while 
doing more to direct support to the schools that actu‐
ally need it most. I will embrace high standards, such 
as Common Core, for all students. And I will invest in 
“community schools”—schools that partner with local 

Bernie Sanders
For decades, the federal govern‐
ment has grossly underfunded 
education.  The current struc‐
ture where most schools are 
funded by local property taxes 

is unfair, and it ensures that poor neighborhoods receive 
less funding than rich ones. Instead of spending so much 
money on wars in the Middle East and tax cuts for the 
wealthiest Americans, the federal government should 
properly fund education, and ensure that all students 
have a chance to succeed, regardless of their zip code or 
their parents’ income.

Today in the United States, schools with high concentra‐
tions of low‐ income students receive less funding, have 
fewer experienced teachers and principals, and offer 
fewer advanced classes and extracurricular activities.

I strongly believe that the federal government should 
take an active role in ensuring students have equal ac‐
cess to educational resources and opportunities, and 
would look forward to working with you as president to 
make that a reality.
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4 / SAFETY AND PERMANENCE
In 2013, 681,000 children were found by state child protective service systems to be victims of maltreatment, and 400,000 children were in foster care. Since the establishment of 
the 1935 Social Security Act, the federal government has partnered with states to develop child welfare services to prevent or respond to abuse and neglect and provide for the 
safety, permanence and well‐ being of children removed from home. Despite such attention, too many children enter and remain in foster care and do not have permanency in 
their lives. Each year, 30,000 children age out of foster care with major barriers to success. Current federal financing puts much greater emphasis on placement than prevention.

Q. What actions will your administration take to reduce the number of children who are subject to abuse and neglect, improve foster care and 
ensure a promising future for those aging out of care?

Hillary Clinton
I have advocated on behalf of 
children in foster care for years, 
going back to my days at the 
Children’s Defense Fund. I vol‐
unteered to represent children 

in foster care through the Legal Services Corporation. 
As first lady, I convened adoption experts at the White 
House and helped make the case for the bipartisan 
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, and as Senator, 
I reached across the aisle to partner with Republican 
House Majority Leader Tom DeLay to improve our foster 
care and adoption systems. Together, we provided addi‐
tional support to adoptive families, increased adoptions 
for foster children, and gave more tools to kids “graduat‐
ing” from foster care. So many of them just need – and 
deserve – some support, permanence, and predictabil‐
ity.

But there’s more to do. We need to ensure that our child 
welfare system is adequately funded so that it can pro‐
vide the support and aid to children living in foster care, 
those being reunited with family members or adopted, 
and children aging out of the system. Youth aging out of 
foster care need greater access to workforce training, 
and counseling and support to ensure they succeed.

As president, I will continue to be first and foremost a 
champion for our most vulnerable children.

Martin O’Malley
I have a long record of ensur‐
ing safety and permanence in 
foster care. In Maryland, we did 
far more to protect our most 
vulnerable children who were 

being raised in some of our most fragile family settings. 
Together, we developed a program called “Place Mat‐
ters,” to coordinate agencies and implement a statewide 
plan to better meet the needs of our children and their 
families. 

By focusing first on healing a child’s home and family, 
rather than simply ripping the child away and sticking 
them in a group home or foster care, we were able to 
reduce out‐of‐home placements by 50 percent over the 
course of my administration. And saw the fewest num‐
ber of children in care in 27 years—and nearly 20,000 
children adopted, moved to guardianship, or safely 
returned home—while maintaining safety as a priority.

As president, I would adopt the Place Matters program 
at the federal level, because every child deserves a place 
to call home.

Bernie Sanders
I have always believed that the 
single most important role of 
government is to protect the 
most vulnerable members of 
our society – which includes the 

sick, the elderly, and most importantly, children.

Far too many children in the United States live in unsafe 
situations, and either witness or experience unspeakable 
violence or neglect. In my view, the federal government 
has an important role to play in the prevention of these 
situations, and in protecting children who are subject to 
abuse and neglect.

Many cases of abuse and neglect have contributing fac‐
tors like addiction, mental health issues, and a lack of 
economic opportunities or access to social services and 
education. I have long believed that mental health and 
addiction services should, like healthcare, be universally 
accessible and available to every American regardless 
of their income. If elected, I would work to expand and 
implement a variety of family support programs to help 
struggling families get access to the assistance they 
need.

In addition, it is no secret that child support service 
agencies around the country are grossly underfunded, 
and that caseworkers often have unsurmountable 
caseloads. Increasing funding for these programs would 
reduce caseloads and allow caseworkers to be more 

Continued on back page
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5 / ECONOMIC SECURITY
One in five American children live in poverty and more than twice that amount live in households struggling to make ends meet. Poverty, particularly persistent poverty, is one 
of the strongest predictors of future health, education and social well‐being. Children whose families lack economic stability experience stress that compounds the barriers they 
face in their growth and learning.

Q. What actions will your administration take to reduce poverty among children and otherwise ensure that all children have the resources and 
supports they need to become successful adults?

Hillary Clinton
I have seen the toll growing up 
in a home struggling in poverty 
takes on a child. It’s not enough 
to just help these children 
survive—we need to help them 

thrive.

As first lady, I supported Early Head Start, a program 
that provides intensive child development services to 
low‐ income families with infants younger than three, 
and championed early childhood education. As Senator, I 
worked on the Senate Health, Education and Labor Com‐
mittee to bring needed resources to improve education‐
al opportunities for our most disadvantaged students.

As president, I will continue to improve opportunities for 
children from low‐ income families.

We need to expand the programs that work. That’s 
why I’ve proposed doubling our funding to Early Head 
Start, so even more families can take advantage of the 
program’s opportunities. And we need to recognize that 
early education is a right, not a privilege. That’s why I 
will work to create universal preschool access, so that 
every child can get the preparation for kindergarten they 
need, no matter the financial circumstances of their 
parents.

Martin O’Malley
These are the issues that moti‐
vated me to run for president. 
We can reduce poverty among 
children—not at some distance 
time in the next generation, 

but within five years. And we must take action, because 
making sure that our children grow up healthy and 
strong is essential to building an economy that works for 
everyone.

That is why I am the only candidate in this race to make 
eliminating child hunger by 2020 part of my campaign. 
Just as we did in Maryland, we should restore cuts to 
key nutrition programs like SNAP. We must continue to 
strengthen the National School Lunch Program, and ex‐
pand access to breakfast, after‐class, and summer meals. 
And we can do a far better job connecting families with 
children to supports they are already eligible for. 

We must also make it possible for all parents to eco‐
nomically provide for their children. As president, I will 
fight to raise the minimum wage to $15 an hour, and for 
overtime pay for overtime work. I support providing all 
parents with access to 12 weeks of paid family leave—
and I actually have a plan to pay for it. I would double 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, and improve it so it sup‐
ports more families. And I will fight to meet a national 
goal of ensuring that no family, especially low‐income 
and middle‐class families, has to spend more than 10 

Bernie Sanders
There is something profoundly 
wrong when the U.S. has the 
highest rate of childhood 
poverty of nearly every major 
country on earth. We have got 

to do everything we can to reduce childhood poverty in 
America.  That means raising the minimum wage from 
$7.25 an hour to $15 an hour. No one in this country 
who works 40 hours a week should be living in poverty. 
That means pay equity for women. It is unacceptable 
that women only earn 78 cents for every dollar a man 
earns. As President, I will fight to sign the Paycheck Fair‐
ness Act into law. That means making sure every worker 
who earns at least $1,090 a week is eligible for overtime 
pay. That means making sure that every family in this 
country can send their kids to childcare or pre ‐school 
regardless of their income. That means enacting a Medi‐
care for all program to make sure that everyone in this 
country has healthcare as a right. That means enacting 
a $1 trillion jobs program to put 13 million Americans 
to work rebuilding our crumbling roads, bridges, public 
transit systems, railways, and water systems. That 
means passing a youth jobs program to put 1 million 
young Americans to work and providing job training to 
hundreds of thousands of disadvantaged young adults. 
And that also means making sure that every qualified 
American who has the desire and ability can go to col‐
lege regardless of income.



6 / EQUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY
The U.S. is becoming more diverse, and children are leading the way. A land of immigrants, American society has seen diversity as a source of strength and innovation in the past, 
and there continues to be a strong inclination toward inclusion and equal opportunity. At the same time, there are profound disparities in child well‐ ‐being—across measures of 
health, safety, economic security and school readiness and success—across racial and socio‐ ‐economic lines that must be addressed for America’s future prosperity.

Q. What actions will your administration take to ensure that all children have equal opportunities for success and to eliminate inequities that 
limit them in achieving their potential?

Hillary Clinton
As president, I will fight to 
ensure every child can achieve 
his or her God‐given potential, 
especially those kids from our 
most vulnerable and at‐ risk 

communities.

After law school, instead of going to a big law firm, I 
went to the Children’s Defense Fund and helped youth 
incarcerated in adult jails and conducted a survey of 
children missing from school who were often being 
excluded because of their disabilities. I’ve seen saw how 
our system can be stacked against those who have the 
least power and are the most vulnerable. We must do 
more to make sure that all children can succeed no mat‐
ter their background. That means going the extra mile 
for those students learning English as a second language 
and those with disabilities and providing the federal sup‐
port needed.

Martin O’Malley
I believe that America becomes 
stronger, in every generation, by 
including more and more of our 
people in the economic, social, 
and political life of our country. 

To create an economy that works for all of our children, 
we must bring 11 million of our neighbors out of the 
shadows by passing comprehensive immigration reform. 
I will begin this fight from day one of my presidency—
while also using the full extent of my executive authority 
to provide immediate relief to New American families. 

To ensure that our fellow Americans are able to find 
jobs, rebuild their lives, and have a stake in our democ‐
racy, we need a new agenda for criminal justice reform. 
I have put forward the most detailed and comprehen‐
sive plan to improve public safety, increase fairness in 
sentencing, end the school‐to‐prison pipeline, and make 
sure that people who leave the criminal justice system 
are able to successfully reenter their communities and 
provide for their families. 

To make our cities places of justice and opportunity, we 
need presidential leadership that empower mayors and 
local officials, giving them the tools and flexibility they 
need to make nation‐leading progress. As president, I 
will launch a new agenda for American cities and com‐
munities: to rebuild American infrastructure to connect 
areas of poverty to areas of opportunity; create good‐

Bernie Sanders
In America today, too many 
children face disadvantages at 
school and elsewhere because 
of their socio‐economic status, 
race, gender, sexual orientation, 

or gender identity. As I mentioned earlier, we need to 
fundamentally change how we fund education in this 
country and fully fund programs like WIC and SNAP to 
eradicate child hunger. I have also put out a  compre‐
hensive plan to address racial injustice in this country.  
It is also crucial that we expand DACA and pass com‐
prehensive immigration reform so that undocumented 
students and students with undocumented parents 
don’t live in constant fear of deportation. And for LGBT 
children, it is crucial that we pass both The Equality Act 
and the Student Non‐Discrimination Act, to protect LGBT 
youth (who face tremendous levels of harassment and 
discrimination) both in and out of the classroom.

Continued on back page



students while school is out of session. I’ve also worked to ensure that funds for 
physical education are included in grants for early childhood education. It is also 
vital that we fully fund proven programs like SNAP and WIC. In the richest coun‐
try on earth, we must make sure that every child has access to nutritious meals.

ing the gap between low‐income children and their wealthier peers. Many low‐
income parents just don’t have the resources or the knowledge to ensure their 
children are receiving all of the reading and stimulation time they need.

If we are going to make substantial improvements in our child care system, not 
only are wegoing to have to invest in early childhood education, we must also 
pay childcare workers not like babysitters but like the trained professionals we 
need.

Today, the average salary of a day care worker is just $19,430 per year. That is 
less than what a typical parking lot attendant or a janitor earns. That will change 
under my administration.

organizations to provide vital health and social services as well as youth and 
community development opportunities—and to fully fund the Individuals with 
Disabilities in Education Act so that all children can reach their full potential.

Federation of Teachers, representing a combined 4.6 million teachers across the 
country.

Third, we must focus on the students facing the toughest challenges. Our schools 
need to support all our students, whether they have a learning disability, speak 
English as a second language, or face poverty at home.

proactive and enable them to connect families with the support and services they 
need, and make sure that children live in safe and supportive environments.

We have also failed as a nation to effectively support young adults who age out of 
the foster care system. The vast majority of these young adults have no support 
network and no place to turn for help transitioning to adulthood. No one was 
there to teach them the vital skills necessary to succeed economically and socially. 
As a result, they are more likely to get in trouble, become homeless, or rely on so‐

percent of their income on safe and high‐quality child care.

Finally, to achieve all of these goals, we must fight back against austerity budgets 
that hurt our people and do nothing to grow our economy. The only way to 
make our economy stronger is to invest to create jobs and help families provide 
for one another. 

We employed all of these policies in Maryland, putting the goal of a stronger 
middle class at the center of every decision we made. We raised the minimum 
wage, and passed the nation’s first living wage. We made record investments 
in public education to make our schools the best in the nation, and invested 
more in infrastructure, research and development. We made our tax code far 
more progressive. And our choices and investments made Maryland one of the 
top states for upward economic mobility for families, with the highest median 
income in the nation, the best public schools in the country, and a faster rate of 
job creation than our neighbors in Virginia or Pennsylvania who mostly tried to 
cut their way to prosperity.

paying jobs in growing industries like clean energy; foster local investment and 
support local businesses; and ensure that every American family has the oppor‐
tunity to live in a safe, healthy, and affordable home.

And we must take the other steps I’ve called for here: investing more not less 
in our schools, ensuring universal health care coverage, and making sure that 
no child is living in poverty without enough to eat. Together, we can make our 
country a better, more equal, and more compassionate place.
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cial services. In my view, society has a responsibility to help these young adults 
who have suffered the worst kind of abuse and neglect, and have been deprived 
of the opportunities that children with strong family structures take for granted.

If elected, I would work to significantly expand opportunities available for young 
people transitioning from foster care. This would include independent living 
programs, mentorships, and programs that help them finish high school and find 
decent paying jobs.

In addition, we must ensure young adults can pursue high quality and afford‐
able higher education opportunities. To address this issue, I have introduced the 
College for all Act, which would eliminate tuition at public colleges and universi‐
ties including two‐ year career and technical education programs that provide 
pathways to stable, middle class jobs.
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